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Tils {HOLY OF HOLILS IN WORLD HISTORY - 2 Dr. D. Ford.

Lust weelk we suggested to you that the key of life and death and the solution

Lo lile's inscrutable mysteries is to be found only in the cross of Christ and

the ~hrist of the cross. May I sum up what the New Testament says about that

eveab? I'm reading frop Romans 5:8-11 "But God shows His love for us in that

w.ile we were yet sinners Christ died for us. Since therefore we are now

justified by His blood, much more shall we be saved by Him from the wrath of

God. For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of

iis Son, much more now that we mare reconciled shall we be saved by His life."

!+ dear friends, do you notice it says here that we were all reconciled by the

deisth of God's Son? Whether you know it or not, you were legally reconciled

Lo God twenty centuries ago. All your sins were paid for - past, present and

fature. And my friend, when you believe that good news, everything in life is

Jiifferent.

The sky becomes bluer, the grass greener, the birds sing more

sw etly. Life becomes filled with hope and promise and the assurance that God

will never leave you nor forsake you. Nothing can separate you from the love

o God, neither death nor life, nor principalities or powers, or things present

or things to come. Nothing can separate you from the love of God that was

ol e T

manifested in Christ Jesus our Lord at Calvary. That's our study these—wooks,

TPyt reTres,

the gospel revealed in the Holy of Holies in world history, The

eveat of Calvary, Passion Week that reached its climax in the ebbing out of the

life of the
In the same
il men, S0
e, That

il, we were

Son of God because of the weight of the sins of the world upon Him.
itomans 5:18 it says "As one man's trespass led to condemnation for
one Man's act of righteousness leads to acquittal and life for all
Scripture tells us that as we were ruined by adam without asking for

redeemed, rescued, restored by the second Adam though we had

notliing to do with that either. Acquittal has come upon all men and the whole

pur o ose of the gospel ministry is to tell the good news that people might

realise they have been reconciled to God and receive it and rejoice in it.
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Last weelk we noticed that the work of redemption, of reconciliation, Christ's
aloning sufferings, began in Gethsemane. We compared the Garden of kden and
the Garden of Gethsemane.,;#hat happened with the first Adam who sinned by day,
who fell when he took the fruit, who hid from God; and then the contrast with
Ll.c second Adam Who in_ the Garden of Gethsemane instead of fleeing from God,
sought Yis Father, Who, instead of taking the forbidden fruit, took the cup of
wratlh. [;~;ould like to remind you today we—fwiends, that Christ had entered

4. thsemane from Kedron on the east side of the city but in a matter of hours,
lic Jied on the west side of the city. That's where the cross was reared. So
Lhe buﬁ of righteousness does full circuit from east to west, just as the

¢xteaded arms of the cross embrace the whole world. The sin offering was always
destroyed outside the camp and Christ is, like Uavid a thousand years before,
ccjected by His people, the rejected King, going into the wilderness garden.
Pul now the Son of Duvid has upon Him the weight of the sins of the world.
[/T”;wdt to read to you from Mark 14 with its reference to Gethsemane. Beginning

at verse 32: "And they went to a place which was called Gethsemane. And He «
said to lUis disciples "Sit here while I pray." And He took with.Him Peter and
James and John and began to be greatly distressed and troubled. And He said

Lo them 'My soul is very sorrowful, even to death. Remain here and watch.'"
—n7~&ear"frieﬂds,LXt tells us in Luke's gospel that "being in an agony, He
srayed more earnestly and He sweat as it were great drops of blood." We will
never appreciate this story if we think it was the fear of death that made
lrist react in this way. It was not the fear of death, my—friends, it was

the weight of the sin of the world, eclipsing the face of God, separating Him
from heaven. That's what led to the horror and the terror of Gethsemane. We
vili not appreciate it, mgfriemds, until we see that He took our guilt there,
our selfishness, our impurity, our spiritual sloth, our pride and vanity, our
lving and theft, our irreverence and blasphemy; our discontent. All of it was

u, on liim, myﬁéfécnﬂg,‘“Tiﬁfzﬂﬁqr%ae passion story tells us nof only the truth
about God but the truth about man. One is good news but the other, bad.
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Yc¢lL only acceptance of the truth about ourselves creates a hunger for the good
neus. For we are all much worse than we've ever dared suppose, though God is
rivch better than we've ever daréd to hope. As for you and me - we're capable
«f any sin, given the right circumstances. DLach of us harbours within himself
or herself, a madman, g savage, and a lawless criminal. They may be shackled
or in rcpose but they're there, my friends,_ZBey%;é there to embarrass and to
jay waste and to kill, given the opportunity, given the right circumstances.
fhough they mainly sleep, theix;é there nonetheless. Sin is nearer to us than
broothing. Its a burden upon us. Its a tyrant over us. Its a traitor within
us. And our great need is to get rid of it, to be rié of its guilt, to be rid

of its power, to be rid of its penalty. Thatsmy—friemds, was what the cross

of hrist was all about.

~any writers have excelled themselves in discussing the meaning of Gethsemane.
el writers as the German writer F.W. Krummacher have written very beautifully
on tethsemane and I wish to share a little from his book Tk SUFFERING SAVIOUR. -
.t page 106 he says this: "Let us contemplate this mysterious conflict in
(i« thisemane a little more closely. Scarcely had Jesus with His three disc{ples
.eactrated a few paces within the Garden when He began there before their eyes
to be very sorrowful and very heavy. In these words the history gives us a
cint that something unheard of before now came over Him. At the same time, it

intvimates that the distress which seizcd Him was voluntarily endured by Him,

! ufter due preparation. Indescribable melancholy took possession of lis soul.
‘ivslerious apprehension oppressed His Mind. DMark, according to his peculiar

nnaner of depicting the awful scene more in detail,gives us a clearer idea of

tlie saviour's distress by saying 'He began to be sore amazed.' lle makes use of
&, vord in the original which implies a sudden and horrifying alarm at a
verrific object. .The evangelist evidently intended to intimate thereby the
oase of Jesus' trembling must be sdught not in what might be passing in Hisv
~oa!l but in appearances from without which forced themselves upon Him. Some-—

' ing approached Him which threatened to rend His nerves and the sight of it to
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"lI'rceze the blooa in His veins. Immediately after the first attack of agony,
Jesus returns to His three disciples with words which cast a strong light upon
Jis inmost state of mind. He says 'My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto
dlcath.' We read in the sequel in Luke that He was in an agony, that is, He
wre-tled with death, It was in the horrors of this state that our Surety felt
limself placed. Not merely in the way of beholding them but also in that of

a mysterious entering into them. /ﬁﬁ;tever men may say, without holding firmly
by the idea of a Mediator, the horrors of Gethsemane can never be satisfactor-
ily explained. A mere representation of the death of the sinner from which
Jirist came to redeem mankind, could not have laid hold of the Holy One of
I{.rael so overpoweringly. He entered into much closer contact with the last
cucny; lle emptied the cup of its terrors. [E? in Gethsemane we have only to do
with Christ as a prophet or teacher, His office as such there suffered the
most complete shipwreck, since we cannot then avoid the conclusion that He
wus b liimself have been at fault with regard to Ilis doctrine and have lost the
courage to die for it. If He is to be regarded in Gethsemane only as the
mudel of unconditional resignation to God, we must say that le scarcely attain-
ed even to this. Stephen and many other martyrs appeared infinitely greater
(Ihan the trembling Jesus with His bloody sweat and agonizing prayer that the
cip might pass from Him, If we are to look upon Jesus only as a Man,
dcsirous by His example of sealing the truth, that in the time of distress

the Lord God is near His people with His help and consolation, the question

a ain recurs: Where does such a tranquilizing fact appear? Since the very
o0.,.0site shows itself and the Holy Sufferer languishes from being forsaken of
God. If, finally, He must be viewed as a proof of that overcoming peace that
never departs from the just but accompanies him in every season of distress,
we look around us in vain even for such a testimony. Instead of peace, a
horror seizes upon the Holy One of God, like that of a guilty malefactor which
renders Him restless and fugitive and even gives Him the appearance of one who

i

i» on the brink of despair.
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"ye must therefore have to do in Gethsemane with something essentially
different to these things I have mentioned or Gethsemane becomes the grave of
tl.e hord's glory. If He were fighting a battle only similar to that which
every martyr for the Kingdom of Heaven has fought before and since, then the
scholar: are superior to their Master and the latter is thréwn by them far
into the shade and all belief in the government of a lloly and Highteous God
i1n the world must be sfamped as a delusion if in the suffering of Jesus we
a,.0ly no other criterion thén that of an ordinary testing and purifying trial.
I-aven must fall, the order of the divine government be anaihilated and
Jlristianity be forever destroyed if the lloly Scriptures compel us to regard
tl.c cup which Jesuys drank as essentially the same as that which Job, Jeremiah,

wul and many others partook.

"Ti3 our view brilliant stars shine over the darkness of Gethsemane. We possess
{l.e ltey to its mysteries and the depth of its horrors and we find it in the
senbiment which in every‘variety of form pervadés the whole Bible. 'God has
nade Him to be sin for us who knew no sin that we might be made the righteous-
acss of God in Him.' As long as Christ's position as Mediator is not acknow-
ledred, the events in Gethsemane continue a sealed mystery. Lvery attempt to
¢.plain them, otherwise than by the fundamental article of His vicarious

o

mediation, must be forever unavailing. Only through the light which it affords

% ' 4
us, is everything rendered clear and intelligible to us in that appalling scene.

[ic most striking contradictions are then rcconciled and that which is strange

(‘vw/L

ad apparently incompréhensible, disappears{‘seems perfectly natural. The

livine Sufferer in Gethsemane must be regarded not as that which is abstract,

ﬂ«t in [lis mysterious relation to sinners, lle appears as the second Adam, the

Jdediator of a fallen world, the Surety on Whom the Lord has laid the iniquities
i

oi us all,

“.uch of the trials to which our Lord wus subjected in Passion Week, not only
«tlisemane, but all the later events, must be regarded only as the reflection

ol incomparably more real and inward states and situations. His being taken
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* pisoner, His being brought before the judgment bar, His condemnation by the
~oahedrin, His passage to the cross, are only symbolical representations of
inf'initely more exalted events which were behind the veil in the relations of
(he rlediator to God, the Supreme Judge. He who is unable to regard the individ-
ual scenes of our Lord!s passion from this point of view, does not penetrate

{lreugh them and will never find his way in the 1ab£}nth of the history of our

saviour's sufferings.”

iy friends, that's the clue to the whole thing. We must see Jesus as‘our

« wesentative, in our place, as our Surety; that all the things that happened
Lo iim should be happening to you and me. We deserve to be taken before the
ju.ument bar, we deserve to be scourged, we deserve to be crucified, we deserve
L he forsaken by all men., My friends, that's the clue to the mystery of
C.lvary. The cross is not only a revelation of the love of God, but its a
revelation of the hate and sinfulness and the guilt of those for whom God died.
iiol o soul knows what God is, till he sees himself in the light reflected from
il cross of Calvary and ;iiiilﬁ himself as a sinner in the bitterness of his
soul. Our Ldrd t0ld us in John 16 that when the Spirit of truth is come, he
vould lead men into a knowledge of their sin. He would eonvince men of sin.
.nless we are thus convinced, we will never find salvation. So see in the

cross, first of all, my friends, and in the sufferings of our Lord from

i+ thsemane on, what we all deserve.

Jow let us think of the perfections of the events that followed. The number 7
Ls stambed avain and again on the events of Passion Week. We find for example,v
tl,al there were 7 triais of Christ - before Annas, then before Annas and
sulaphas, before the Saphedrin at night and then before the same Council at
dawn, next before P’ilate, then before Herod)and the 7th trial with Pilate again
scven trials - the perfect trial of our Representative and Suréty. We find

(iul therc were 7 accusations made against Christ. We read them in the gospel

«cord: lle was indicted for threatening to destroy the temple, being a male-

{ucior, perverting the nation, forbidding to give tribute to Caesar, stirring
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up all the people,gclaiming to be a king, and making Himself the Son of God. -
Il.csc were the 7 accusations. They show the completeness o%fhuman rejection of
heist. We will find too as we study the record of the trials that there are

? soferénces to Pilate'uvacknowledging of Christ as being without fault and
Llierre arc also 7 separate confessions of Christ's innocence from various
“lividuals. Later we will find that there are 7 wounds of Christ and finally,
t! ¢ 7 sayings from the cross prior to His entering into rest on the 7th day's
lowning. And so, my friends, the perfections of the Atonement are underlined
b, this use of the sacred number 7 which stamps all Scripture in its symbolic
sussages from the very opening record of the 7 days of creation. The perfect—-
ious of Christ are underlined that we might have confidence that le was a
perfect Substitute and Surety and we will find the pattern even in very unexp-
ecled places. For example, there are 7 questions of Pilate and we find our
cord answer% times. And our Lord's last word to Pilate is the word "sin" -

r
..c that delivered Me to you hath the greater sin". Our Lord eveam and ever

scelis to make excuses for the most guilty. And we see His perfection in His

# answers to the 7 questions of PilateM%/‘ag“’JM A" f il sl frrllor.

~verything about that sevenfold trial was illegal. It took plaée at night.
“.lse witnesses were employed. The Jewish judges had made up their minds
. forehand. And as for the Gentile judge, he was swayed by fear of the beople.
f
i ris1l was scourged though there was nothing proved against Him. Indeed, the
jud.re himself repeated "I find no fault in Him". We must see ourselves,#y
[w=irmrks,, in these trial scenes. We must see ourselves in the Jews who rebel
n ainst Christ's accus;tion of them by His pure life; we must see ourselves in
Judas who sold his Lord; in vacillating 2ilate; in Herod whb pretended to be
rciigious but denied the True One and the Just./TE;ﬁ;of all, my—ferremds, let
u.. see ourselves in the prince.of the apostles, I read in Luke of Peter's
copeated denial of his Lord. Let me read to you the record and may I remind
vou that every time the twelve apostles are listed in Scripture, Peter is

wijays listed first. He was the one to whom especially was given the keys of
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Ll'e kingdom because he opened the gates of heaven to the Jews at Pentecost and
bis Lhe‘ﬁeutiles as recorded later in Acts 10. I'm reading from Luke 22:54
"o they seized Him (Jesus) and led Him away, bringing Him into the high
bricsts house. Peter followed at a distance. And when they had kindled a
“ire in the middle of “the courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat among them.
" ec1 a maid, seeing him as he sat in the light and gazing at him, said 'This
nan also was with Him'. He denied it saying 'Woman, I do not know Him'. Then
2 little later someone else saw him and said 'You also are one of them'. But
i ter said 'Man, I'm not'. After an interval of about an hour, still another
irsisted saying 'Certainly this man also was with Him. He's a Galilean'. But
w ile he was still speaking the cock crowed and the Lord turned and looked at
otor and Peter remembered the word of the Lord how He had said to him 'Before

L. cocl crows today you will deny Me three times'. And he went out and wept

bitterly. "

B4 e op o op 5222 gach one of the gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John tells this
tory of Peter. Each one gives a good deal of space to it. Why so? 1Its to
tell us about that depraved human nature for which Christ died. Its to warn
us that the best men are only men at the best. Its to tell us that you and I
nced a cross if ever we're going to be given the crown. Can I remind you of
a few things about this Peter who 8o denied his Lord? He was the one who
‘vclared "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God." He was the one upon
w'om, along with his fellow disciﬁles, the church was built, as living stones
into the great rock foundation of Christ. He would have been told by Christ,
élong with the other apostles "Your name is written in Heaven." He'd been told
aitor ihat most touching sermon at the last supper "Ye are clean." And he'd
Leen warned, my friends, of the éoming trial. But how weak we all are. Peter
twabled and stumbled and stumbled a third time. He stumbled at the word of
a servant girl. Satan came to him unexpectedly. Had it been a soldier with
ruwn sword, Peter would have fought. But he was taken by surprise and so are

we all. And then our Lord looked upon him. It was like months before when
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ter was sinking in the waters and Christ,walking in the storm, extended a
hand and lifted the sinking disciple. Now He does it by a look of love that
(el ls Poter that he's forgiven. Forgiven even before he's repented. 4nd so

cter went out to Gethsemane. His heart was broken as he wept. There'd have
Leer another suicide thet night like Judas' but for the loving look of Christ

Lhe saviour.

L1 so we look at all these men in the passion story and see ourselves. Take
caporcilious Pilate. Think of his questions: "Art thou King of the Jews?" -
Larcusm. "Am I a Jew?" - Haughty contempt. "What hast thou done?" - Pompous

o .tiority. "Art Thou a king then?" - Growing perplexity. "What is truth?" -
contemptuous pity. "Whence art Thou?" - Uneasy and perplexed. "Speakest Thou
gol unto me?" — Proud imperious spirit. wy—fTieimts, PYontius rilate manifested
Vi same symptoms, the same characteristics that you and I have been guiltyzof
Limes without number. And yet our Lord plgéd with him, presented Himself as

the ruth in order that Pilate might buy the truth and sell it not. But FPilate
wa hed his hands of the truth. His wife sent him an impossible message - "Have
qoliine to do with that just Man." That's impossible, my—frremds. We're either
willi Christ or against Him. Its not possible to have nothing to.do with Christ.

Ju. L not possible.

R we>draw to a close our meditation for today on the passion of Christ, may I
vl c the liberty of warning every listener that this whole story tells us not
uaty of what happened £2£ us, but it tells of what will hapben 29 us if we

Lelave like Pontius Pilate. We should see in this story what will be the terror.
G the punishment that will ultimately befall all who reject the atonement of
Lirist. Christ Himself is a Sign and Prophecy to all such. It will not be in

. {arilen at last but outside the New Jerusalem where wiﬁh exceeding pain our
~cmorse will become very heavy andzwe'll be sore amazed, We'll see our darling
sius have betrayed us wifh a kiss as Judas betrayed Christ. And as our Lord

. o.caved before Pilate, so one day we must appear before the highest tribunal.
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T ¢ witnesses then will not be false but true. And we'll stand speechless as

rist was speechless, though for another reason, Then will conscience and
WW

despair buffet wmm until we hear the words "Behold the man, the sinner" and

tl:¢ condemnation follows and we hear the sentence "Depart ye cursed", even as

tlen was heard "Let Him be crucified." My friends, let us take warning. It

neod not be so. He loved and died for us that it would not be so. My friends,

rcceoive IHis atonement, and receive it today. God bless you.



