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rom time-to-time we feel as barren 
and as fruitless as Aaron's rod 
before it budded (Numbers 17). Though 

We sometimes feel as empty as the 
widow's cruse of oil (1 Kings 17), as 
desperate as sinking Peter (Matthew 14), as 
frustrated as the disciples who fished all night 
and took nothing in their nets (Luke 5). 

/if e can sometimes feel 

We need God. Everything you and 1 see is 
transient. Everything we feel , taste, touch
everything-is temporary. We raise a mirror, 
and it's temporary, but what's renected in 
the mirror is more temporary. 

empty, we are not alone. John Wesley's sadness 

This is common, recurring, human 
experience . But is it necessary? 

True religion is lived 
in the company of God. 

The ultimate sadness of liJe is that nothing 
lasts. The beauty, the strength , the youth 
doesn't last. The vigor of mid-life is 
temporary. When John Wesley was 87, just 
before giving one of his last sermons, the 
congregation was singing a hymn written by 
his brother Charles. The hymn was about 
Jacob wrestling atJabbok. 

There is One who overcame the world , and 
who said , 

"All authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me. Go therefore and 
make di sciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit , teaching 
them to obse rve all that I have 

Although we are sinners, because of 
Christ's cross, the Spirit of God is 

with us. The omnipresence of 
God fills our lives. You remember, Jacob had sent all of his 

family ahead of him in little groups to try 
and placate his angry brother (as he 
supposed), Esau. Jacob was alone at night, 

commanded you ; and lo, I am with you always , to the close 
of the age. " (Matthew 28: 18- 20 RSV) 

True religion and God 
True religion is eternal life lived in the midst of time. Tme religion is 
lived by the power of, and in the company of, God. The one reason 
for your existence and mine is that we might be temples of the living 
God. That is why we are here. 

The original sin that brought upon us all our woe was when man 
tried to be independent of God. "You will be like God" said the devil 
(Genesis 3:5). Independence of God is the great original sin. 

But a fish might as well try to live without water and a bird 
without air as you and I might try to live without God. God is meant 
to be to us what the sun is to the earth-a source of life and light 
and joy and health. God is all of that. To live without God is 
madness, the greatest of fo lly. 

God's Spirit is with us 
When our Lord Jesus rose from the dead , he b reathed upon his 
disciples and said , "Receive the Holy Spiri t" Oohn 20:22). By so 
doing, he was saying, "Because of the cross, you need never walk 
'alone. Because of the cross, I have brought the omnipotent , 
omnipresent , omniscient God to dwell alongside you-and inside 
you-now and forever. " 

You see, the coming of the Spirit is the coming of God. Jesus said , 
"I wi ll not leave you comfortless: I will come Lo you" Qohn 14:8 
KJV). When he breathed upon his disciples the Holy Spiri.t , he was 
saying, "Because of Calvary, you need never li ve al your own 
expense , at your own charge." We don't have much in the way of 
resources. A few bacteria- a million of which could dance on the 
head of a pin-can fell us in a moment. We are at the mercy of any 
drunk driver on the highway or freeway. 
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and wrestled with the angel. 
The congregation was singing the beautiful hymn of Charles 

Wesley, and they came to the line where Jacob says, "My company 
before has gone, and I am left alone with Thee." And here's John 
Wesley, who had lost his brother just a short time before. Most of the 
men who had been John's contemporaries in the ministry were dead. 
Not many of them lived until 90 , though j ohn nearly did. 

As he thinks of the loss of his brothers and his sisters and his 
companions in the ministry- and how he seemed to be a lonely tree 
on a wind-swept hilltop-he's overwhelmed with emotion. The old 
preacher suddenly sits clown and covers his face with his hands. 

But only for a moment. Then he stood up and fin ished the hymn 
with the congregation . 



Trying to buy Immortality 
"My company before has gone, and I am left alone with Thee." 

My friends , if you and l had the very best we could hope for , that 
wou ld be our sto ry. Because nothing is ab iding. Everything is 
temporary. Because of that, people try all sons of chloroform masks 
to bl ot out the awareness that "it is appointed unto men once to die, 
but after this the judgment" (Hebrews 9 :27). So people search madl y 
fo r possessions, for pleasure, and fo r power. 

Tennessee Wi ll iams's pl ay, Cat 011 a Hot Tin Roof, has Big Daddy 
showing his son a downstairs room full of stuff. The son who has 
just co me home asks, "What's all th is?" 

"Boy, your mother buys stuff everywhere she goes . She thinks 
she's buying immortality," answers Big 
Daddy. 

We all do it LO some degree. 

Omnipresence ol God 
The omnipresence o f Goel doesn't mean that Goel is spread out th in , 
as though there's a little slim slive r of divinity here, there and 
everywhere. No, no. The omnipresence or Goel means that Goel is 
fully present in every place. This is the teaching of Scripture, from 
Genesis to Revela ti on. 

That is why Jacob- awakening one night long before the incident 
al jabbok we just menLionecl-when he saw the heavens open and a 
ladder let clown, said, "Surely the Lord is in this place; an cl 1 did noL 
know it. ... How awesome is this place l Th is is none other than the 
house of Goel, and Lhis is the ga te of Heaven" (Genesis 28:16-17 
RSV) 

Subconsciously, we try one thing a fter 
another in our effort to buy immortality. 
Tennyson said , "Many things have been 
taken but much remains." Life is a 
sh rin king island . 

religion is eternal life live 

midst of time. True religio 

My friends , say that about your ki tchen, 
your bedroom, yo ur workshop , your 
office, your car-"Surely the Lord is in 
this placel This is none other than the 
house of Goel and the gate o f praye r! " You 
may be walking along a beach or through 
the woods, you may seem LO be in lonely 
isolation. Nol No l Goel is in this place! 
This is the house o f Goel. This is the gate 
or heaven. 

d by the power of, and in tH 
Christ the remedy 
The remedy? Jesus gave iL on his last 
earth ly night with his disciples. He said , 
"You shall behold me. And because 1 live, 
you shall live also. For if a man love me, 
he' ll keep m y words. And I'll abide with 
him , and my Father will abide with him. " 
(See j ohn 15) 

your existence and mine is that 

might be temples of the livin 

d. That is why we are here 

Walking and talking with God 
Enoch learned this truth , and that is why 
Scripture says he walked with Goel 
(Genesis 5:24). Then we have that strange 
line: "And he was not, for Goel took him" 
(Genesis 5:24 RSV) 

That's the answer. We are not meant to 
live on our own. To live on our own is blasphemy. It is the greatest 
foll y- and the most natu ra l folly- of which we are capable. 

F. W. Boreham , the Briti sh-Australi an Baptist preacher, said that if 
he could have his ministry to do all over again-and he lived until 
about 95-he would preach more abouL Goel. "1 should have told 

people more about what Goel is like. Not on ly that God is holy , not 
only that Goel is love, buL that Goel knows everything (that's 
omniscience) , that Goel can do everything (that's omnipotence), and 
that Goel is eve rywhere (that's omn ipresence)." 

A stark , sim ple account. Hit had been 
altogether nctional, it wouldn't have read like that. The narrative 
would have made a big deal about it. 

Enoch so knew the omnipresent Goel thaL he wa lked with Goel. 
Like Abraham , the friend of Goel . Like Moses, who talked to God 
face-to-face (Exodus 33: 11). My friends, these are Old Testament 

worthies. Our privileges are much greater. The Holy Spirit moved in 

O ld Testament times, buL not Lo the same degree and power as has 
been possible since Christ's atonement at Calvary. 


