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THB N~ANING OP fi:;NTECOST - 2 Dr. D. F'o:rd 

.. ;:. :-:: t week, my friends, we spoke about the secret of Christian experience. A 

:;(' c r et that Christ revealed as He was about to leave this world- The secret 

o;· entecost. We reminded you that when our Lord said "I will pray the Father 

a,, d lie) shall send you another Comforter" that He was promis.ii:ng the coming of 

· .. ,d11 eo ne just like Himself to be alongside to help in every emergency of life, 

i n < ~ very si tua ti on that confronts us, that we might never be left alone. He 

'·*i ' l. "I will not leave you orphans, I will come to you." The meaning of 

. ( .\t ecost~ my :.C•ii0B:Q:._, is that God has come down to earth and is still here 

u lon :~~ ide every believer and within every believer and will abide till the 

c :.1· th is no more, till there is a new heavens and a new earth wherein dwells 

r i ·h tcousness. rw:;· spoke last week about the meaning of this word 11 Cornforter 11
• 

1' ~ Greek word \ 1.>ara~letos· means "One called alo193ide to help." 

. l; 1iointed out that Pentecost was the Bethlehem of the third member of the 

,,,Jie: LlL 'l'hut as verily as Christ was on earth from the time of His birth till 

,;\ .. a s cension, so God through the Spirit, has come down to earth at l,entecost, 

11 .Jv or to leave it. And the Christian now need never feel alone, never lonely, 

ii-: v er inadequate, never a failure, never an orphan. As the atmosphere takes 

L ic rays of the sun and makes them warm and healing for those of us on earth, 

ll the Holy Spirit takes the glories of Christ and brings them to our hearts 

.1.I 1:1incls. 'rhat as a telescope makes the clistant stars near, so the Spirit 

'"·L',cs the distant Christ shine within our experience. We are not to look· to 

oui·s clves for the problems of life. We are to look to our Helper Who is always 

:i.l ongsiJe us to help, always within us, always sufficient. 

L u1 i wr ite r has written beautifully about the significance of the Pentecostal 

: ; \ft. I'm reading from 'l'HB DESillB 01"' AGb.S, p.668. "Before offering Himself as 

L' !< : sacrificial Victim, Christ sought for the most e s sential and complete Gift 

lo bestow upon His followers .. 
j 

i\.; gift th .. 1t would bring within their reach the 

~o,1nlless resources of grace. In describing to His disciples the office work 

1· f the lloly Spirit, Jesus sought to inspire them with the joy and hope that 

in:-; ;iire<l. liis own heart. He rejoi c ed because of the abundant help He had 
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'' i;rcivicled for His church. The Holy Spirit was the highest of all Gifts ti1at 

Ho could solicit from His Father for the exaltation of His people. The Spirit 

w; ~ to be given as a regenerating agent. Without this the sacrifice of Christ 

'.ru ulcl have been of no avail. The power of evil had been strengthening for 

. 
' cnturies and the submission of men to this satanic captivity was amazing. 

J iu could be resisted and overcome only through the mighty agency of the third 

. (i ' s on of the Godhead Who would come with no modified energy but in the full-

i1< :;s of Divine power. It is the Spirit that makes effectual what has been 

.vJ·on ;ht out by the world's Uedeemer. It is by the Spirit that the heart is 

1a: .dc pure. Through the Spirit the believer becomes a partaker of the Divine 

11. Lur'e. 11 

lll101l news indeed~ that all the fruitage of the cross of Christ 

:11 comes ours through the indwelling influence of the third Member of the 

: j " 1 : i ~a,cl. Its a blessing that brings every otl1er blessing in its train. I 

tl ink of the young boy who was told that he could have one wish and whatever 

i l i.:as, it would be granted and his wish was "That my every desire might be 

:·t1Ll' illed." In_ other words, he wished that all his wishes would be grant-ed • 

. .'c·ll , that's the way it is here, my friends. To have the Holy Spirit is to 

h1 ,ve all 15ood things. In Matthew 7:11 Jesus says "If ye being evil know how 

L0 •;ive good gifts to your children how much more will your Heavenly Father givE r 

a .: I ::i:oo d thing s to them th.at love Him?'' AIH1 in Luke 11: 13 we read the same 

,,cc; r· Ls with one exception. 'rhere we read "If ye then being evil know how to 

•i vc .'<Oou. g ifts unto your children, how much more will your Heavenly Father 

' lVe the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him?" So do note it, my friends, that 

Le, have the Holy Spirit is to have all good things. 

l ':ant to illustrate that this morning. Let me read to you from an Old 

rcsL a1nent story that will help make it clear. I'm reading from 11 Kings 4:1: 

" ~ ~ 01: the wife of one of the sons of the prophets cried to lHisha 'Your servant, 

i. I j Jrnsbl1ncl, is dead. You know your servant feared the Lord. But the creditor 
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'' as come to take my two children to be his slaves.' Blisha said to her 'What 

·d l l I llo for you? Tell me, what do you have in the house? 1 She said "Your 

rnn.id.scrvant has nothing in the house except a jar of oil.' Then he said 'Go 

ouL;:;ide. Borrow vessels of all your neiGhbours, empty ve$selsJand not too few. 

~· l · cn [JO in and shut the doqr upon yourselves and your sons and pour into all 

J.esc vessels and when one is full, set it aside.' So she went from him and 

L 

~;i: u t the door upon herself and her sons)and as she poure<!, they brofight the 

v sscls to her. When the vessels were full, she said to her son 'Bring me 

1u 10 Llier ve sse 1. ' He said to her ''rhere is not another. 1 Then the oi 1 stopped 

;· i n ·.1 in;·; . She same and told the man of Goel and he said 'Go se 11 the oil and pay 

.·c ·u1· d.ebts und you and your sons can live on the rest.•& 

·. :(· lJ, here's a stor,r of widowhood, want and woe. God seems to like hard places, 

(·c '. n.p s we grow best in the storms of life, my fxie~ in the deserts, in the 

L.VLv..L 

: i l .: e rncss . rather than on the plain when all is easy. 0o here is the great 
J 

1t:C ll . \.'hat did she have as a resource? l:lijah asked her 11 What have you got 

j n U1e house?" She said "Nothing exce1)t a jar of oil." Now oil in Scripture, 

~~i-end-s-, is a symbol of the Holy Spirit. While the blood points to the 

. 1 1 t)\ltl in r~ of the sacrificial offering by Jesus, oil is a symbol of the Spirit. 

__ 11 1 every Christian has the Spirit. "Except ye· have the Spirit of Christ, ye 

~ir i ) none of His," we are told in Romans 8. Its not true, my friends, that 

Uic;,·e are some Christians with the S;drit and some without. It may be true 

ti t Lt the Spirit has more of some Christians than He has of others, but its not 

L ~ ·u c: that only some Christians have the Spirit. The word "Christian 11 means 

" an i.lnointed one", and .the moment you believe, that moment you receive the 

i.ul.': Spirit. He's received, not on the basis of your achievement, but on the 

lJa ~Li.s of Christ's achievement. 9";\ 1'he later chapters of the book of Exodus we 

, ~: · o told abouttwenty times that Moses did everything as he was commanded, 

, •( '" !'0 ctly as Goel commanded, and then the glory of the. Lord filled the tabernacle. 
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_:u r Lord J·esus Christ, our Moses, our Lawgiver, our Deliverer He has done all 

L i11g~ a s God commanded and the Pentecostal fire has fallen and the Holy Spirit 

l11 .. ::o come, for Pentecost was the Bethlehem of the t h ird Nember of the Godhead. 

l« 1 s h e re on earth, He's tabernacling in the flesh, our flesh, the flesh of 

1? vvry b e liever in the ~hurch of God. God has come to earth to stay, in the 

p 1'C .·scnce of the Holy Spirit. So every Christian has this resource and when 

t ~ e troubles of life come, we 1 re not alone. 

f<. 11, what were the conditions to solve her problem? She had to have faith to 

b(' li e v e anLi. faith to obey. S~e gathered the vessels and she began to pour ou\ 

;wd in the pouring out the oil was multiplied. Isn't that the way God often 

o 1)e.cat es? When the servants at Cana pour ed out the water, it became wine. 

:'J1 en the man ·in· the synagogue attempted to stretch out his hand, it wa s healed. 
~ 

n.e n the C,t pernaum nobleman in obedience be gan to make his way home from Cuna, 

:1 i s s on was healed. When t h e lepers turne d and went to the :priest, they were 

:1, ·alecl en route" 'Ht" t11e va;;c.. And so, as we operate by faith, trusting in God 

.wd His promises and His Spirit, our need s are met. As the woman poured out, 

LL c oi 1 was multi plied a.ad fil±ed. /And did you notice that the only limit_ 

~1 s th e limit of her faith. The oil would have been pouring still had she 

::. thc r e d enough vessels. Every vessel she gathered was filled, She needed 

l.'I .: Ii lies, nt;y ft ieucht.,. and we have to bring our confession of emptiness to God, 

:,; . :iclmi t that only He can provide what is n e eded. Let us never be self-suf!ic-

~c nt. Our faith is the only limitation. And did you note the last verse? 

tLe man of God said to her "sell the oil a nd pay your debts and you and your 

S< •ns can live on the rest." That oil that was over after the debts were paid 

•, /a s th e equivalent of everything else she would ever need. Good news indeed, 

L . ~·.n ow that we are not alone, that the llo ly S1)iri t has come, that all who 

J;. lieve are sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, and that lie is the equiv-

n,: cnt of all good things. 

,JI) JOU re member the story of Hagar? It is told in Genesis 21: 14 onwards: "So 

.. '.1 ,·a ll a m r o s e early in the morning and took bread and a skin of water and gave 
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"iL Lo Hagar, putting it on her shoulder along with the child ancl sent her away • 

.• 11ti she departed and wandered in the wilderness of Beersheba. ·when the wa ter 

ii , Lhc skin was gone she cast the child under one of the bushes. 'fhen she 

'"tu1t arnl sat down against him a good way off, about the distance of' a bow shot. 

:.;; c sa icl 'Let me not see the death of the child... And i'itS she sat over against 

'.o; 111 tlre child lifted up his voice and wept and God heard the voice of the lad 

~- '"· ' the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven and said to her ·1\lhat troubles 

_1 1; u , Hagar? Fear not, for God has heard the goice of the lad where he is. 

ci· isc, J ift up the lad and hold him fast with your hand. I will make him a 

:': ··c,it nation! Then God opened her eyes and she saw a well of water and she 

""<'ll t a rnl filled the skin with water and gave the lad a drink. And God was with 

L:. c· lad and he grew up." 

.i:I . i n.k o f this story. A servant maiJ. expel led into the wilderness. Her 

''sources apparently gone, . dying of thirst, her loved child dying, weepipg. 

- ~llt ~' what was the real problem? The problem was she couldn't see 

v'.e fountain. It was there. She and her child were perishing with thirst 

;tu ne· c es sari ly. The fountain was there. 'l'here was no need that an ange 1 ·should 

ci ·0ate a fountain. He needed only to open llagar 1 s eyes and let her see it, and 

:r i nk of it. ~ \j-ou and I often come to the end of our tether. 

if· d. on' t have a very long rope of patience or goodness or strength. 'rhe })lace ? 

:) . no resources is a frequent place to many, but its a blessed place if we will 

.1.( , 0 1 ~ to God. If we open our eyes, my friends, and see with faith, we'll find 

tlntt Go J has provided all that we need. The fountain is there. 

i . ~ t 's take another story. I'm going to read to you from Exodus 15. Here's the 

»Lory of Israei after i;hey had come out of the land of bondage from Egypt. 

11 J'L on Hoses led Israel onward from the Hed Sea and they went into the wilder­

'1 "s s of Shur and they went three days into the wilderness and found no water. 

:; c:n they came to Marah they could not drink the water at Narahbecause it was 

I) i tter. 'l'herefore it was called Mara.Ji. And the people murmured against Moses 
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11 
... 1./ ing 'What shal l we drink?' And he cri c <l to ·the .Lord and the Lord showed 

'1 in1 a :tree and he threw it into the water and the water became sweet." fMy 

i'ri t~ nds, there's no way of dodging pa.in in this life. Nan is born to trouble 

:u the sparks fly upward and as we go on our pilgrimage we often come to 

11i -L te r waters but here~ we' re told how they can become sweet. The branch ~ --bw... 

r e 1 i r c ~ ents the Branch, Christ. That's one of His titles as found in Zechariah 

a1L\ l Isaiah. He,• s . the Brarich of the Lord and glorious. And notice this branch 

~-.. * r:= 
-i~ 1 rientts., when thrown into the water~~e sweet. I However bitter our 

l : . • ,, ·ri cnces, if we'll bring Christ into them, the Christ of the cross and the 

1:1· 0 .s s of Christ, this Branch of the Godhead Who was "cut off" for our sakes; 

i j . we'l l bring Him into our experience, the waters of bitterness will become 

"'':, tc r s of sweetness. Notice the branch was there all the time. God d idn't 

l1Gvc to create a branch, it was there. God had only to open his eyes to it, 

1..1-:r--i' *-iends-... May I repeat what we've said? What was t i1 e matter with Hagar in 

~ 1 ( · 1· bi tt or sorrow? Nothing but this. Sh e could not see the fountain that lay 

s o n ear. There was no need the Angel should create it. He needed only to 

o i1cn Hagar 1 s eyes. There was no need that Go d should make a s pring of sweet-

a t Hara~.s waters. All that was needed was to show Noses the branch of 

<<·d ing that was already there. He plunge.d it into the waters and th _,,.pio~e 

~ rcr <: h e aled. 

i~c.· L' s take another exn.mple. 
.j.fot 

I'm going to read to you from 11 King s the story 
... 

() j' h ow the prophet was surrounded by armies. You will remember the vr 01)het had 

' " ~ c rv~n-t:,, not as old and mature in faith as Elisha. The story says that when 

l.Le s e rvant of the prophet beheld the ·armies surrounding the city, he cried out 

" ). las , alas." He was overwhelmed with fear, with anxiety. And what did the 

ir o phet do? '£he prophet said "Open the young man's eyes, Lord, open th u young 

11a i1
1

.::• ey e s.'·' And the record here in 11 
, ,.. . 
1\.1ng s says that his eyes were opened 

i ~n l Lhe young man saw round about the mountains outside the city the angels of 

~o . l . Th ey were all there. The armies of heaven were so much greater than the 

icL 1ios of' t he human enemies of the 1:1rophet. Let me read you the actual verses 
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.i.1 1 ! 1 Kings 6: "The mind of the king of ;]yria was greatly troubled. He called 

l1 i ~ se rvants 'Will you not show me who 6f us is for the king of Israel?' And 

u . ,. of the servants said 'None, my lord but its .L;lisha the prophet in Israel. 

,1( e lls the king of Israel the words that you speak in your bedchamber.' He 

>«i ·'. 'Go and see where- he is that I may send and seize him.' It !fas told him 
~! ., 

'. Jc :1olJ he is ·.in -Dothan.' So he sent there horses and chariots and, a great army 

, . .J they came by night and surrounded the city. But when the servant of the 

· 111 aH of God rose early in the morning and went out, behold an army with horses 

<11 1: chariots was round about the city. And the servant said 'Alas, my master, 

.,;J:nl;, ·wi J. l we do?' And he said 'Fear not. Those who are with us are more than 

LLo :::; e who are with them.' 'rhen Elisha prayed and said 'Oh Lord, I pray thee 

", ·en his eyes that he may ~ see. 1 So the Lord opened the eyes of the young man 

a :( ~ he saw and behold the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire 

,., 1.uHl about .c;1isha." 

1•1.: =±'1 isnd s.fihere was no need for an army of angels to come to the hel1l of 

,, 
1 i sha, they were already there. All that was needed w~t s that the eyes of 

:1j.s servant might be opened to see the heavenly army that surrounded and . 

:l fonde(1 them. Why is it,,,,....-my flien~ that you and I are so easily discouraged 

d i . easily defeated, so easily upset, so easily come to the end of our rope, so 

.;.,,sily filled with fears. I'll tell you why, HtY fuen:tl:s. We do not open the 

c,yc:s of faith; ancl faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of Godf FJou 

-'' nt to possess your possessions? E_phesians 1:3 says that God has blessed us 

·.vi th "al 1 s1>iri tual blessings in Christ." Do you remember in the book of 

L 1:.;; hua t he Israelites were told that every place that the sole of their feet 

? 
L1·r>-l u1>on God had already given to them. The fo~tstep of faith took possession, 

r- -~ 
I . .;11L :faith i:;tt to be fed, my friends. And it is fed by the Word of God. In 

.:;cdu::::sians and Ephesians we have many parallel verses. 'l1hey were written by 

Ll (~ ::>acne man in the same place at the same time. And in one of these i)assages 

.,·h. 5:18, we are told to be filled with 'the \ford and then it gives us the 

( 
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r c: ,nlts: that we'll rejoice with singing and that we'll give thanks always for 

ttl .. : -things, that we'll speak to each oth e r in Chri s tian fellowship and we'll 

s u11wi t t o one another. Now in Col. 3 it points to the same experience but 

jn . . (. u;J,d of say ing "being filled with the Sp irit 11 it says ''Let the Word of Christ 

cl ,r<: I I. in you richly> sp~aking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual 

~ ,o,l ·:; , g iving thanks always f .or all things" and so on, Do you notice in one 

.i. , co it says "&cL yeu Ge filled with the Spirit" and in the other it says "Be 

Li Uccl with the Word." ~ f.,iend:s, ~ou will be aware of as much of the Holy 

;_, ,> ·i r it' s p ower as you are aware of , the Word of God in its truth. In othe r 

',/o ,·cc s, if you want to increase faith and h n,ve your eyes opened to see the Branch; 

t o se e the Pountain, to see the protecting armies, you must feed your soul with 

th ,~ lord. of God. The Word and the Spirit always go together. In Genesis 1:2 

' 
yo t re a d in the early verses "The Spirit of God moved upon the face of the 

', :: · . Le~· s." 'l'hen you read "And God said ••• And Go d said •• " - ten times - the \lord 

c,1- Liod. 'I'he Word and the Spirit g o to gether, my friends. Without the Word of 

Cu ./ >the Spirit is dumb. Without the Spirit, the Word is dead. I Th:re are two 

L 1
• i a ; ~> God has joined together - dust on the Bible and drought in the heart. 

l f y ou want to have opened eyes for the F ountain of life, for the Branch of 

I! ~ Ll in~ , for t h e protecting armies of God, you must feed your soul with the 

.. o .-.t or God. And don't just read it.---m:t:~ticn!Oht. It1s to be studied. Compare 

,, c r i ,1t u r e with Scripture. Look for Jesus. Look for yourself. Every rirrhteous 

c'. ! ... ~nct c r of Scripture tells us something about Jesus and every sinn~r tells us 

~ - 0 1 nc thing about ourselves. All the promises are for us. All the warnings are 

L'c•. · ns . l.!.y f'riencts., l.tead and believe. See the love of God in His Word and you 

tod wi ll be filled with the Spirit. 

'1'J, :: sp e cial part of the New Testament that <Liscusses the Holy S 1,iri t (apart from 

" · .m 14 to 16 to which -we have already ref er:red) is Romans ~ 8. In llomans 

7 .1'C find that when the Holy Spirit comes to the soul He reveals to us our 

~l'•H' c ornli ti on. We see sin where we did not see sin before. - We are tempted 

l Limes to be cliscourag ed, the revelation is so terrible, of who,t our nature's 



-9-
• ·; 

r<>.~.ly like. We are brought into a passionate and. subjective account here in 

o 1: 1.1s 7 of conflict with sin. Its a story of discovery. The more a person 

• 11L e~s uµon the realities of Christian experience, the more he learns about 

li i ; own depravity. l.ts a naive Christian that thinks that he's better and 

Lt· vLcr in every way. fle should be, _. in his behaviour, but his insights will 

: l:rii/ him the depths of sin in his own life that he had never seen before. 

, lL L's in llomans 7. 

Iii c ' t<1,; t e r 8 we have the Holy Spirit mentioned about twenty times and here we 

:> Ci· the answer. Not the answer to the discovery but the answer to the discoura-

: c :"c nt that could come through our discovery of our sinfulness. We read in 

-Lh· r irst verse "There 1 s no condemnation to them that are in Ghrist" for the law 

or Lhe Spirit sets us free from the law of sin and death. The 4th verse tells 

l b t,ltat the righteous requirement of the law is fulfilled in us who walk not 

a l' L (' 1.' -the flesh but after the Spirit. l>ty- ~r ie:rrd'S') 4Jiile no Christian is perfect 
) 

1,; ,_;le there is no Christian without sin, while there is no Christian without 

f'." ·lure) because we all take our eyes at times from the Lord, yet the dominant 

f .. ctor of Christian experience is that the goodness and truth and the purity 

r,f J r: sus should be revealed in the life. ,-;hen we' re told that those who live 

u.; ; co 1' i.ing to the Spirit, set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 1'here' s 

·Vic• :. > ecret~ieacJ").,. of a Spirit-filled life. Set your mind on the things 

o f' L: i o S pirit. You can't watch TV all the time,.......+tt:'Y fxiends..,. and have your mind 

Ci: l d with the Spirit. There are good things on TV as there are good things 

in Llw ncws1)apers, But there's much that is not good, that the Christian cannot 

co 1J.L o1irplate. Ile is to set his mind on the things of the Spirit. Whatsoever 

L in.; .. are true and good, of virtue and good report, think on these things. 

'.._'o s1 t th e mind on the flesh is death, says llomans 8:6 but to s e t the min! on 

L1 . r ,.) piri t is life and peace. Where do you set your mind, my friends? What are 

.1u11 U1 inl:..inc about all day long? Are you rejoicing in what Jesus has done, is 

.,i,1 :'.: a.n ll is willing to do? Fad this 8th chapter of Homans. It tells how the 

, j ,·i L dvells within us, as the beginning of the glorification that's to be our;> 
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<ii, Lhe second coming of Christ. It says lle helps our infirmities, He inter­

"ttio s for us with sighs ~oo deep for words and GoJ. hears the prayers of the 

, ii ri t as though they were our prayers. We don't know how to i)ray~. 

, J11 t [cs 11e pray, the Holy Spirit take.s our groans, our sighs and transmutes 

L en into beautifu~ prayers_ for God to hear and answer. 

, • .i.: then we read that for those who thus know the Spirit, in everything God 

v ur '; s for good for those that love Him. "What shall we say to this'? If God 

1. : f or us, who is against us? He Who did not spare His own Son but gave Him 

u · f'o r us all, will He not also give us all things with Him'? Who will bring 

.1 ;,yt'.1 ing to the charge of God 1 s elect? It is God ilho justifies. In all 

(,' L 1;_.; ., we a r e more than conquerors through Him that loved us. For I am sure 

Ll.a L neither death nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present 

n r T thing s to come, nor powers nor hei rrht nor depth, not anything else in all 

~ , ~ .L tion will be able .to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 

-( ~r i c nd s, that love of Christ's, that love of God Jbecom cs ours as we believe 

._,]1c .fo<J. about Christ in Scripture; as we b e lieve that Word and become filled 

\Jj t :, it, we become simultaneously filled with the Spirit of God, And to have 

Ll c 0 pi r it of God is to h a ve God Himself. Its to be no longer alone, to be no 

. 011:,:e r inadequate, to be no longer a failure. A sinner still by nature, yes. 

:, u L a ccepted in the Be loved. Not now under the control of · sin or Satan b e cause 

ci 1 e~c we see were defeated by the cross of Christ. We become God's children. 

,, .~ 1 s warriors. 'fhe brethren and sisters of Christ. Wo have everlasting life. 

;o .: c;rant it for you this day, my brother, my sister. .Amen. 


