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aoUT- 23 THE MBANING Uf PuNTECOST - 2 Dr. D. Ford

st week, my friends, we spoke about the secret of Christian experience. A
secret that Christ revealed as le was about to leave this world.. The secre%
o?l‘entecost. We reminded you that when our Lord said "I will pray the Father
a:ul lle shall send you another Comforter" that He wgs promising the coming of
.vnieone just like Him;elf to be alongside to help in every emergency of life,
in overy situation that confronts us, that we might never be left alone. lle
5wid "I will not leave you orphans, I will come to you." The meaning of
ccatecost myLeionds, 1is that God has come down to earth and is still here
awlonzside every believer and within every believer and will abide +111 the
¢.rth is no more, till there is a new heavens and a new earth wherein dwells
ri htecousness, rgzmspoke last week about the meaning of this word "Comforter".
' ¢ Ureek word_‘\lwraflétos means "One called alogﬁide to help."
sointed out that Pentecost was the Bethlehem of the third member of the
~ovhead.  That as verily as Christ was on earth from the time of His birth till
.ii.. ascension, so God through the Spirit, has come down to earth at lentecost,
n:ver to leave it, And the Christian now need never feel alone, never lonely,
never inadequate, never a failure, never an orphan. As the atmosphere takes
Lic rays of the sun and.makes them warm and healing for those of us on earth,
o the Holy Spirit takes the glories of Christ and brings them to our hearts
<.l minds, Thdt as a telescope makes the distant stars near, so the Spirit
ma'ies the distant Christ shine within our experience. We are not to look-to

ourselves for the problems of life. We are to look to our ielper Who is always

wiongside us to help, always within us, always sufficient.

Lue writer has written beautifully about the significance of the Pentecostal
hift. I'm reading from THE DESIRE OF AGLS, p.668. "Before offering ilimself as
t''v sacrificial Wictim, Christ sought for the most essential and complete Gift
to bestow upon lis followers, & gift thut would bring within their reach the
boundless resources of grace. In describing to His disciples’the office work
¢ the lioly Spirit, Jesus sought to inspire them with the joy and hope that

inspired liis own heart. He rejoiced because of the abundant help He had
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"irovided for [is church. The Holy Spirit was the highest of all Gifts that
lle could solicit from His Father for the exaltation of His people. The Spirit
w5 to be given as a regenerating agent. Without this the sacrifice of Christ
sould have been of no avail. The power of evil had been strengthening for
¢nburies and the submission of men to this satanic captivity was amazing.

,in could be resisted and overcome only through the mighty agency of the third
rson of the Godhead Who would come with no modified energy but in the full-
ncss of Uivine power. It is the Spirit that makes effectual what has bcen
srouht out by the world's Redeemer. It is by the Spirit that the heart is
mile pure. Through the Spirit the believer becomes a partaker of the Divine

a. bure."

tuod news indeedﬁgmy—frfﬁﬁdnj that all the fruitage of the cross of Christ
hocomes ours through the indwelling influence of the third Member of the
ioiiead. Its a blessing that brings every other blessing in its train. I

t} ink of the young boy who was told that he could have one wish and whatever
it was, it would be granted and his wish was "That my every desire might be
‘utfilled." In other words, he wished that all his wishes would be granted.
felt, that's the way it is here, my friends., To have the Holy Spirit is to
heve all good things. In Matthew T:1l Jesus says "If ye being evil know how
Lo ~ive good gifts to your children how much more will your Heavenly Father give~
a!l couod things to them that love Him?" and in Luke 11:13 we read the same
sor's with one exception. There we read "If ye then being evil know how to
7ive wood pifts unto your children, how much more will your Heavenly Pather
rive the lloly Spirit to them that ask Him?" So do note it, my friends, that

Lo have the Holy Spirit is to have all good things.

1 vaat to illustrate that this morning. Let me read to you from an Uld
‘cstament story that will help make it clear. I'm reading from 11 Kings 4:1:
"ov the wife of one of the sons of the prophets cried to Llisha 'Your servant,

iy husband, is dead. You know your servant feared the Lord. DBut the creditor
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""as come to take my two children to be his slaves.' Lklisha said to her 'What
witl I do for you? Tell me, what do you have in the house?' She said "Your
meidservant has nothing in the house except a jar of oil.' Then he said 'Go
oulside. Borrow vessels of all your neighbours, empty vessels, and not too few.
MJen go in and shut the dogor upon yourselves and your sons and pour into all
Lese vessels and when one is full, set it aside.' So she went from him and

slrut, the door upon herself and her sons and as she poured, they broﬁght the

P
v. ssels to her, When the vessels were full, she said to her son 'Bring me
wnolher vessel,!' He said to her 'There is not another.' Then the o0il stopped

fioving. She same and told the man of God and he said 'Go sell the oil and pay

‘wur debts and you and your sons can live on the rest.'®

Jell, here's a story of widowhood, want and woe. God seems to like hard places.

¢ccaps we grow best in the storms of life, my—friemds, in the deserts, in the
:ilﬁerncss]rather than on the plain ;g;;‘all is easy. o here is the great
wwed. Vhat did she have as a resource? Llijah asked her "What have you got
in the house?" She said "Nothing except a juf of oil." ©Now o0il in Scripture,
frmlreierds, is a symbol of the Holy Spirit. While the blood points to thé
Tiedding of the sacrificial offering by Jesus, oil is a symbol of the Spirit.
il every Christian has the Spirit. "Except ye have the Spirit of Christ, ye
are none of His," we are told in Romans 8. Its not true, my friends, that
thece are some Christians with the Spirit and some without. It may be true
1ht the Spirit has more of some Christians than le has of others, but its not
truc that only some Christians have the Spirit. The word "Christian" means
"an anointed one", and the moment you believe, that mément you receive the
Lol Spirit. He's received, not on the basis of your achievement, but on the
busis of Christ's achievement. %«The later chapters of the book of EXodus we
wire told abouttwenty times that Moses did everything as he was commanded,

serieetly as God commanded, and then the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle.
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our Lord Jesus Christ, our Moses, our Lawgiver, our Deliverer - lle has done all
t ings as God commanded and the Pentecostal fire has fallen and the Holy Spirit
hes come, for Pentecost was the Bethlehem of the third Member of the Godhead.

.« 's here on earth,‘He's tabernacling in the flesh, our flesh, the flesh of
every believer in the <hurch of God. God has come to earth to stay, in the
piresence of the Holy Spirit., So every Christian has this fesource and when

Lt ¢ troubles of life come, we're not alone.

[c1l, what were the conditions to solve her problem? She had to have faith to
believe ana faith to obey. She gathered the vessels and she began to pour out)
and in the pouring out the oil was multiplied. Isn't that the way God often
operates? When the servants at Cana poured out the water, it became wine.

Jien the man -in-the synagogu? attempted to stretch out his hand, it was healed.
Jien the Cupernaum nobleman in obedience began to make his way home from Cuna,
1is son was hecaled. When the lepers turned and went to the priest, they were
ivaled en route, en—the—weay. And so, as we operate by faith, trusting in God
and llis promises and His Spirit, our needs are met. As the woman poured out,
thie 01l was multiplied and-filied. [Z;d did you notice that the onlylimit

wi s the limit of her faith., The o0il would have been pouring still had she

s thered enough vessels., Lvery vessel she gathered was filled, She needed
cliplies, my—feiemts and wve have to bring our confession of emptiness to God,
vo udmit that only He can provide what is needed. Let us never be self-suffic-
ient. Our faith is the only limitation. And did you note the last verse?

{lLe man of God said to her "sell the o0il and pay your debts and you and your
sons can live on the rest." That oil that was over after the debts were paid
was the equivalent of everything else she would ever need. Good news indeed,
L, "now that we are not alone, that the iloly Spirit has come, that all who
b.licve are sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, and that le is the equiv-

nient of all pood things.

2o you remember the story of Hagar? It is told in Genesis 21:14 onwards: "So

Jsrallam rose early in the morning and took bread and a skin of water and gave
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"ii Lo Hagar, putting it on her shouldcrhalong with the child and sent her away.
.ui she departed and wandered in the wilderness of Beersheba. When the water
i the skin was gone she cast the child under one of the bushes. Then shé
«wut and sat down against him a good way off, about the distance of a bow shot.
5.0 said 'Let me not éee the death of the child." And as she sat over against
o thee child 1ifted up his voice and wept and God heard the voice of the lad
(i the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven and said to her "What troubles
sou, udagar? TFear not, for God has heard the goice of the lad where he is.
.visc, 1ift up the lad and hold him fast with your hand. I will make him a
sreat nation? Then God opened her eyes and she saw a well of water and she
wont and filled the skin with water and gave the lad a drink. And God was with

ti.c lad and he grew up."”

Jliak of this story. A servant maid expelled into the wilderness. Her

‘. sources apparently gone, . dying of thirst, her loved child dying, weeping.

sul my—Pfriemds, what was the real problem? The problem was she couldn't see

v.¢ fountain. It wés there. She and her child were perishing with thirst
nwonccessarily. The fountain was there. There was no need that an angel should
create a fountain., Ile needed only to open Hagar's eyes and let her see it; and
irink of it. My Triends, Vou and I often come to the end of our tether.

/¢ don't have a very long rope of patience or goodness or strength. The place ¢
5 no resources is a frequent place to many, but its a blessed place if we will
Ltools to God. If we open our eyes, my friends, and see with faith, we'll find

that God has provided all that we need. The fountain is there.

Lot's take another story. I'm going to read to you from kExodus 15. Here's the
Ltory of Israel after they had come out of the land of bondage from Lgypt.
npLhen Moses led Israel onward from the Red Sea and they went into the wilder-
a0ss of Shur and they went three days into the wilderness and found no water.
len they came to Marah they could not drink the water at Marahbecause it was

bitter. Therefore it was called Marahk And the people murmured against Moses
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".aying 'WVhat shall we drink?' And he cried to the Lord and the Lord showed
“im u tree and he threw it into the water and the water became sweet." [ﬂ&
iricnds, there's no way of d&dging pain in this life. DMan is born %o trouble
as the sparks fly upward and as we go on our pilgrimage we often come to
Litter waters but here we're told how they can become sweet. The branch o
r¢ presents the Branch, Christ., That's one of His titles as found in Zechariah
0.l Isaiah. Ile's the Branch of the Lord and glorious. And notice this branch

Jraken A
== TTiemts, when thrown into the watery AT beTame sweet., |However bitter our

¢..,riences, if we'll bring Christ into them, the Christ of the cross and the
¢ross of Christ, this Branch of the Godhead Who was "cut off" for our sakes;
it we'll bring Him into our experience, the waters of bitterness will become
witers of sweetness. Notice the branch was there all the time. God didn't
vave to create a branch, it was there. God had only to open his eyes to it,
iy-—rriends, May I repeat what we've said? What was the matter with lagar in
1 bibter sorrow? Nothing but this. She could not see the fountain that lay
5o ncar. There was no need the angel should create it. He needed only to
open logar's eyes, There was no need that God should make a spring of sweet-
acs. at Mara“@ waters. All that was needed was to show Moses the branch gf
"caling that w;s already there. He plunged it into the waters and thsygoeﬁie

wverc healed.
b

Leb's talke another example., I'm going to read to you from 11 Kiné;ﬂthe story
oi how the prophet was surrounded by armies. You will remember the prophet had
« servanty, not as 0ld and mature in faith as Llisha. The story says that when
\Le servant of the prophet beheld the ‘armies surrounding the city, he cried out
".ias, alas." He was overwhelmed with fear, with anxiety. And what did the
wophet do? The prophet said "Open the young man's eyes, Lord, open the young
naal s eyes." And the record here in 1l Xings says that his eyes were opened
~onl the young man saw round about the mountains outside the city the angels of

ol. They were all there. The armies of heaven were so much greater than the

araics of the human enemies of the prophet. Let me read you the actual verses
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i 11 Nings 6: "The mind of the king of uyria was greatly troubled. le called
'is servants 'Will you not show me who of us is for the king of Israel?' And
o ¢ of the servants said 'None, my lord but its Llisha the prophet in Israel.
a0 ells the king of Israel the words that you speak in your bedchamber.' le
si! 'Go and see where he is that I may send and seize him.' It éas told him
'.enold he is din'Dothan.' So he sent there horses and chariots and a great army
..l they came by night and surrounded the city. But when the servant of the
“mue of God rose early in the morning and went out, behold an army with horses
a1 i chariots was round about the city. And the servant said 'Alas, my master,
vhat will we do?' And he said 'Fear not. Those who are with us are more than
Lhose who are with them.' Then Elisha prayed and said 'Oh Lord, I pray thee
oreen his eyes that he mayisee.' So the Lord opened the eyes of the young man
a. ¢ he saw and behold the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire

coynd about wlisha

~ﬂ7~frieﬁdsiii;ere was no need for an army of angels to come to the help of
~tisha, they were already there. All that was needed was that the eyes of

nis servant might be opened to see the heavenly army that surrounded and .

o fended them. Why is it,my frienmdsy that you and I are so easily discouraged
st casily defeated, so easily upset, so easily come to the end of our rope, so
zesily filled with fears., I'll tell you why, mySLriends. We do not open the
cyes of faith, and faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God[ﬁziou
\;znt to possess your possessions? ILphesians 1:3 says that God has blessed us
wilh "all spiritual blessings in Christ." Do you remember in the book of
Joshua the Israelites were told that every place that the sole of their feet

trod upon God had already given to them! The footstep of faith took possession.

A
(ﬁ;1b faith %= to be fed, my friends., And it is fed by the Word of God. In
solussians and Ephesians we have many parallel verses. They were written by
LUl ¢ same man in the same place at the same time. And in one of these passages

.h. 5:18, we are told to be filled with the Word and then it gives us the
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re.ults: that we'll rejoice with singing and that we'll give thanks always for
o!. things, that we'll speak to each othcr in Christian fellowship and we'll
submit Lo one another, Now in Col. 3 it points to the same experience but
in . tcad of saying "being filled with the Spirit" it says "Let the Word of Christ
deell in you richly)speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual
son 5, siving thanks always for all things" and so on, Do you notice in one
dice it says "Bet=yeu Be filled with the Spirit" and in the other it says "Be
fiiled with the Word.," My~fwriends, you will be aware of as much of the Holy
Loirit's power as you are aware of the Word of God in its truth., In other
worts, if you want to increase faith and have your eyes opened to see the Branch,
Lo see the Fountain, to see the protecting armies, you must feed your soul with
thie Jord of God. The qud and the Spirit always go together. In Genesis 1:2
vo i read in the early verses "The Spirit of God moved upon the face of the
v bers." Then you read‘"And God said...ind God said.." - ten times - the Word
o GUod. The Word and the Spirit go together, my friends. Without the Word of
God ,the Spirit is dumb. Without the Spirit, the Word is dead. | There are two
' in-s God has joined together - dust on the Bible and drought in the heart.
1l you want to have opened eyes for the TFountain of life, for the Branch of
e viine, for the protecting armies of God, you must feed your soul with the
Lol of God. And don't just read ity —ftrFemds., Its to be studied. Compare
.cripture with Scripture. Look for Jesus. Look for yourself, Lvery righteous
¢ho.ocacter of Scripture tells us something about Jesus and every sinner tells us
comething about ourselves. All the promises are for us., All the warnings are
‘oo us. Myp—friemds, Read and believe. See the love of God in His Word and you ‘

(0w will be filled with the Spirit.

T~ special part of the New Testament that discusses the Holy Syirit(%part from
o 14 to 16 to which -we have already referre@) is ltomans 4= 8. In Romans
% ve find that when the lloly Spirit comes to the soul He reveals to us our

tvae condition. We see sin where we did not see sin before, We are tempted

{ Limes to be discouraged, the revelation is so terrible, of what our nuature's
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rew.ly like. We are brought into a passionate and subjective account here in
o wirs 7 of conflict with sin. Its a story of disco%ery. The more a person
cirbees upon the realities of Christian experience, the more he learns about
i s own depravity. Its a naive Christian that thinks that he's better and
Levter in every wéy; Jﬁe should be,.in his behaviour, but his insights will

:1:ov him the depths of sin in his own life that he had never seen before.

Jhol's in Romans T.

In chapter § we have the Holy Spirit mentioned about twenty times and here we
sc. the answer. Not the answer to the discovery but the answer to the discoura-
~caent that could come through our discovery of our sinfulness. We read in

{h. "irst verse "There's no condemnation to them that are in Christ" for the law
of the Spirit sets us free from the law of sin and death. The 4th verse tells

s Uiat the righteous requirement of the law is fulfilled in us who walk not
alter the flesh but after the Spirit. My—friomisy thile no Christian is perfecg
wiile there is no Christian without sin, while there is no Christian without
f..'lure, because we all take our eyes at times from the Lord, yet the dominant

fLctor of Christian experience is that the goodness and truth and the purity

of Jesus should be revealed in the life. [Then we're told that those who live
cccorling to the Spirit, set their minds on the things of the Spirit. There's
Lic secret -my—feiends, of a Spirit-filled life. Set your mind on the things

ol the Spirit. You can't watch TV all the time,aay*frfvn&s3 and have your mind
(itt « with the Spirit. There are good things on TV as there are good things

in Lhe newspapers., But there's much that is not good, that the Christian cannot
coulenplate, He is to set his mind on the things of the Spirit. Whatsoever

L in:. are true and good, of virtue and good report, think on these things.

Yo sct the mind on the flesh is death, says Lomans 8:6 but to set the minﬁ on
Live opirit is life and ﬁeace. Where do you set your mind, my friends? What are

Jou Lhinking about all day long? Are you rejoicing in what Jesus has done, 1s
ving aml is willing to do? (ZZA& this 8th chapter of Romans. It tells how the

. icit Jwells within us, as the beginning of the glorification that's to be ours -
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@ the second coming of Christ. It says lle helps our infirmities, He inter-
cwdes for us with sighs too deep for words and Goud hears the prayers of the
Jsirit as though they were our prayers. We don't know how to pray ~my-fricends.
sul as wve pray, the Holy Spirit takes our groans, our sighs and transmutes

L' erm into beautifui‘prayers for God to hear and answer.

sov! then we read that for those who thus know the Spirit, in everything God
wor'is for good for those that love Him. "What shall we say to this? If God

i+ for us, who is against us? He Who did not spare His own Son but gave Him

w. for us all, will He not also give us all things with Him? Who will bring
¢@ything to the charge of God's elect? It is God Who justifies. 1In all

\' iae. we are more than conquerors through Him that loved us. For I am sure
thal ncither death nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present
ner things to come, nor powers nor height nor depth, not anything else in all
cocation will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our

9] i:‘li 3 n

. ricnds, that love of Christ's, that love of God,becomes ours as we believe
Jie Jord about Christ in Scripture; as we believe that Word and become filled
wvith it, we become simultaneously filled with the Spirit of God. 4nd to have

Ul ¢ vpirit of God is to have God Himself. Its to be no longer alone, to be no )
.onrer inadequate, to be no longer a failure. A sinner still by nature, yes.

Lt accepted in the Beloved. Not now under the control of 'sin ér Satan because
viese we see were defeated by the cross of Christ. We become God's children.

.. 's warriors. The brethren and sisters of Christ. We have everlasting life.

o prant it for you this day, my brother, my sister. Amen.



