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According to Alhert Schweitzepr "the whole hisloyy

of Christianity, down Lo Llhe present day, Lhal is

is hased on Lhe delay of Lhe

: . , , i v
Parousia, the non-occurrence of the Parousta. . . .

the real inner history of it,

The logic of Schweitzer's statement is plain when one

. S
considers the tantalizing question that has bubbled Tup in the
thinking of Christians in every generation. " If tlhe death

of Christ was Lhe atonement for the world's sin, and the end

of the old era as well as the beginning of Lhe new, why did

not the second advent come quickly on the heels of the first?”
Christ has given‘yﬁs answer, ", . .the gospel must

first be preached to all nations.”™ Mk 13:10. "And this qospel

ot the kingdom will be preached throughoul Lhe whole wor ld,

as a testimony to all nations; and then Lhe end vl come”

ML 24:14., See also kKev, 4:6,7,14., In each seclion ol

Seriplure where bolh the certainty of Chrislt's velurn and

the preliminary signs ave yiven, il is Lthe tultalblwent of the

gospel fulfillment that is wmost prominent among Lhe lalter.?

Centuries ago John Calvin in his cowmments on 2 IhesQLE

declared that the power restraining the eschatological

manifestation of AnLichrist was Lhe missionary proclamalion

of the chuvch. In our day Oscar Cullmann and olhers have

cchoed Calvin.d  But quite apart from [Lyp Hanse calls  this

w

%

“mysleritous apocalyptlic passage" ' the Bibie's ltasvl book s
vepealedly cuphatic that it is the world-wide spread of Lhe
gospel which provokes Satan's ftinal onslaught on Lyulh and
the Lruth-bearers,

Lt is this fact which endorses the so-called
"harvesl principle” bul nol in the sense used by some

perfectionistls., [here is to be a final flowering of good

and evil on a world-wide scale. loyalty and disloyally will




played globally. 1lhe hdarvest melaphor is prominent nol

it
_ﬁﬂjy amony the Old Testament prophets and Lhe synoplics bul also
ﬁ”kin Reveldwaign. Sce, for example, Joel 3:13; Mk 4:26-29; Mﬁ 13:39;
Revx l4{l4 24,

fhe mystical Armageddon is actually Lhe wllimatle

manifestation of universal attitudes to the cross. There is to
| ~ be no reaping of earth until the harvest is ripe, andjfruit
both of good and evil fully matured, Apparently Lhis lillle
world is a lesson book Lo the universe, GLod loves ngl only
Lthis rundaway earth, but also the ninety and nine olher woylds
which have never rebelled. He has permitled sin, only in order
Lo safeguard){is infinite domains from any repelition of such
an experiment. fhe church here below demonstlrales to Lhe
principalities and powers in heavenly places the manifold
wisdom of God. We are a theater to the universe, Lo angels, and
Lo men. Sthph 3:9,105 1 L054 4:9. fhe gireal copnlroversy
between good and evil on earth began in one place wilth one man
and one woman, Only when Lhe whole globe with al] itls

inhabitanls has taken ils stand for or against the Creator,

only when all everywhere have shown their response to Lhe love

of God maniftested at Calvary--only Lhen will the end come,
Men will judyge themselves as Lhey hear the youspel, and Lheir
decisions will be confirmed by divine acknowledgemenl in Lhe
great Judymentl day. Armageddon is thal day. Compare Joel
3:12 with the Rev 16 scenario.

Only this view can give sense to God's continuing

peruission of Balanic aclivity, and pavticularly the phenomenon

e

of Lhe final Anlichrist., Antichrisl is Lo be the divine

instrument tor polarizing the world into two camps--one of

which will reflect the seal of God, Lhe likeness of Christ,

and the other (with the mark of the beast) reflecting
their leader --Satan., One cowpany frow evervy nalion, kindred,
Longue and people, will Le threatened with o repetition of

Lalvary (ool du by alowement sense, tul aw bhe fhowerinyg of
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: (Ety to the ldaw of Jehovah). |he otlher company, by its

mﬂrderuus decrees against the saints ( Rev 13:13-18) will .

I, 0 reveal to the universe that deception:by sin leads Lo the
¢” 3w‘ ullimate development of satanic characters hardened by lying
i and murderous intent,

such constitutes the main b urden of the final

E prophetic picture of Scripture. According Lo Rev 16

there is tu be a galhering of the "kings of Lhe whole

world, to assemble them for h;ttlu"u lhe scarlet whore

is to reign triumphantly "over Lhe kings of Lhe earth",

even all" peoples and multitudes and nations and Luﬁgues."

lThese give Lheir power to Lthe beaslt Lhal L wmight "make J 3
war on the lawmb” and "those with him". ", . .aoll who dwell
on earth shall worship it" excepl Lhe saimnts.  Bul
simultancously, a message enshrining the everlasting gospel

gives warning to the poised and threatened wmul Litudes,

! Revy 14:0-12.
Fyom the opening of Lhe Apocalypse Lhis final conflict

between the gospel of Christ and the false yospel ol
AnLichrist 1y skelched. The opening visionw 15 a key Lo Lhe
book as il presents us with a vision of light challenging
darkness-- the glorious irradiated king-priest on high
altending Lulﬂis lTamps (the church) and stars (lcaders ot the
missionary hody). The same imagery of Light displacing darkness
conbinually recurs throughout the book. See b:1 (Lhe lustrous
horse); /:2 (the sun-rising);10: 351 1:4512:0518:1;519:1/;

[ dlico, e dh. lhe yood news of the dlovemenl s the most

brilliant light this worltd knows, but it ever avouscs nol

only ygratitude and love, bul halrved and opposilion,

the chapters of Revzfdtion have as their cenlral thewe
Lhe progress, trials and Lriumpth ot the bightLbearers who Tight
Lhe way torv Lhe relurning Saviour. In the hearl of this
prophetic history we find a signiticant gyestion apd answer

that illuminales the problem of the delayed Parousia.
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When he opened the fifth seal, | saw under the

altar the souls of those who had been slain for <
the word of God and for the wilness they had borne;

Lhéy cried out with a loud voice, "0 Sovereign lord

holy and true, how long before thou wilt judge and
avenge our blood on those who dwell upoun Lhe earth?®
Ihen they were each given a white robe and told Lo rest
a little longer, until the number of their fellow
seprvanty and their brethren should be complele, who
were to be killed as they themselves had been,

Comments of Herwan Hoeksewa ave ilbluwminalbing fov d I

seeking to plumb the aunguished cry of the marlyrvs.
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. . Lhis Lime that these souls wmusld wa il betore
Lheir blood shall be avenyed in Lhe day o dpdygment
publicly is also further defined, and deflined
malerially. How lona must they waitlt? The answer
io: unlil Lheir fellowservants and brethyren, thal
be killed even as they were, should have fultilled
(heir course. This is plein languave. Il simply
moans that Lhe time is as yet nol vipe for judgment,
Ihe world has not vel shown its real character in all
Lhe hatred of ils corruplion. And hefore the wor ld
i ripe for that day of judgmend, the lLord cannot and
will not come. We find this phenomenon s Lime and
daqain in Holy Writ. The prediluvian riod Tasted
aboul sixteen hundred years belove The measiore of
tntquity was full.  And even when the ¢ lrmax was
alwost reached, the tord still gave Lhenm one hundyed
Laenly years in which they miyght hear the teslimony

of God throuyh Noah, so that L wmrahl herome fulty
cvident thd the day of judgment wasn o day ol vighteousness
and juslice. The same i 8 Lige ol Lhe history of

[oroel. That history shows us Lhal Lhey had kilbled

Ihe prophets and stoned the messenqgers of God who had
heen sent against Lthem. Amd it svemed as 1) the Lorvd
gduld never visil them tor theiv aniguity.  But the

Cime was nolt yel rvipe. Nol until they had revealed

(heiv hatred to Lhe full, not until Lhey had clearly

chown that Lhey rejected the Son ol God, could Lhe day

should

Lheir

of judgment come and Jerusalem he destroyed, lhese
indgments, so Lhe Bible tells un, ave but Lypical of

the great day of the tord tht is Lo come, And therefore,
also for Lhat day the time musi be rvipe. and the measure
of iniquily must be Filled.  The witnessen of Christ

alsu in the fulure must let theiy testimony qo forbh,

bhey must wiltness of Lhe Chraot. Fhey wust o wituess of

Lhe blood of the cross. CAnd over o avgainst dhis
Lo trmony the gorld must veveal s hatpyed bbb aoae
otvinly Lthan already il tas done dn the pasl, In the

pasboall these Lhings were meve local affaivs.  In the
bulure the QhrlbLlun wortbd in geoneval, so-callbed, wrl
Pise up against Lhe church. fn the past The witnesces

aof Chpist weve bubtchered, but the enemy was not o
divectly conscious Lhat they youe up o aqgainsgt Che B
Qt Jesus Chylnl. In the Future The cnemy will deo oy
ful!y conscious Lhal i1 1 the hatetul uému Gl
Christ that i the great obstacie to ol thery b

for the world, Antd thus the wor td bhecomes ydpe 10
fudgment . Thepre ave sbilb o certarn numbey vboo 0 8

e kilded Tov the Hord ot God and fopy dee be _— ;
they holtd.,  And when Lhey ove baodled 1 bher try

vl come and avenage s voelioe s cne byl

His bingdom toyevey, Y
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Rev 6:9-11 should be compared wilh Vi:/fF,

And when Lhey have finished their Lestimony, Lhe beast
that ascends oult of the bottomless pit will make war upon
them and conquer them and kill thew. . . .lThen they
heard a loud voice from heaven saying Lo Lhem, "Cowme
up hither!™ And in the sight of Lheir fosm Lhey went
up to heaven in a cloud, And al thalt hour therve
wias a4 greal carlhquake..../

Ihiis tinishing of testimony is identical wilth the tultillment of

3:’(? o,
Lhe gospel cummission, ,/M!: 24:14 is m key Lo Rev /. 1The heost

cannol silence the church by its interdicl until 1ty Lask i

completed. In this connection, we would warn readers aqgainst

Fimiting the meaning of Rev 11 Lo Lthe evenls of the laQth

Kevolution, Rev 11:7 with its warning of Lhe reswrrection ot
[ .

the beast pdrallels REv 13 and its protrayal of the healing of

the beast's wound of dealh. See also 1/:8,11.

[t should now be apparent that the New feslament habitually
places the final proclamation of the guspel alonygside Lhe
manitestation of AnLichrist in eschatolugical resnmrqgence,
cee Mo 014,155 2 Thess 2:9-F5Y MM 5 4 14 |18

ee : , H ess 2:9- 37 Rew e 3 P LR
God does not wdrn one generation and deslyoy anolhey, Neither
does M@ destioy without warning, lhe gencerolion IThat heavd Noah's
wdrninyg about the end of Lhe world wilnessed (hat event, The
inhabitants ot Sodom and Gomorrah who heard Lhe leslimony of
Lol experitenced the fate he thredatencd. he Jews who rejec ted
the messaye of Lhe apostles of Christ afler Penlecost perished
in Lthe maelstyom of A D, 70. Similarly, when the whole woyld
has been tuld of the Judgmenl Day of Calvary and therveby

is divided,as the cross divided belween The penitent and the
tpenitend thief, --"then shall Lhe end come,”

The words of G.C. Berkouwer are wurthy of «lose Uhought;

Phe Lie belween eschatological expeclalion and mission
all s essent?dl and indissoluble, The church thal failsg
to understqnd ils mandate in this area inevitahly bhecomes
entangled in its own oulluok on the meaning of Lhe ’
present dispensatinn~ TL ois in dmminent danger of
wrapping itselfl ap in an introverted, internal problemalics
that forteits the weaning of the present dispensalion,

(he cxpectation cannot vewain vilbirant and opeyalive 1f the

overwhelming richness of Christ's grace on (he coming age
ts wol shown and if the peace Lo which we havie arcesys in Lhe

fatber s not proclaimed ( bpb. 2o/, 0700, of . Taa b7:109), 8
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o Jhe Quest ol the dHistorical Jesisn, p.oo g
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2. "lovo often, vefleclion on Lhe siyns haw heen il
the Kingdom, their concentration-point, The vesulls

disconcerting. All the strongly apocalyplic words mean
i

nothing unless they are centered in and vecetrve thed
the Messiah, "

foose fram
aroe always

Heaning

"Wars and rumors of wdrs dre considered bthe gmpovtanlt siygns.,
the primary concern is Lhe universal spread ol Lhe qospel of
Jesus Christ(Mark 13:10). This preaching stands tuya clearly
eschatoloyical context....Usually those who have catalogued the
signs of the times have included this, bul frequently
seen as Just anolher element in the *hakrative account

" In the last days Lhe preaching ot the gospel s

point of all the signs. In il the SiUnnﬂdn and wust be understood.”
G.C. Berkouwer, [he Relurn of Christ, pp Z50-251,

3. See katecho TONT  11:829

4. Hanse, lbid.

5. Rev. 6:9-11

6. H. Hoeksewa, Behold, He Cometh, pp. 230-231,

/. Rev, tl:7,12,13.

8. G.C. Berkouwer, The Relurn of Christ, pp. 132-133

(Berkowwers Nook
by Reformed fFiree Publi
was 1910 but my notes don

hig Assn™>_ 1969, Schweilzers
include Yhe publisher.)
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