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-ed ito ria l--- -"He has delivered us from the dominion of darkness
and transferre d us to the kingdom of his beloved Son.
in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins"
(Col 1: 13.14). What an assurance this text holds for
the Christiani Paul writes to the church at Colossae. a
church infected with speculative philosophical theories
about salvation (see 2:8-23), and insists in the most
unequivocal terms that their salvation is secure. Those
who think that they still have to conform to the
"elementa l spirits of the universe" (2:8) are reminded
that God has already delivered them from the
"dominion of darkness. " The great God of the
universe. the creator of all things (1: 16), has disarmed
any and all principalities and powers (2: 15).
At the heart of Paul's thought here is this: in Chr . I )
God has done a marvelous thing, he has rescued us ..__.
from the grip of evil and placed us under the loving
rule of his very own Son. This Son has redeemed us,
indeed he has forgiven our sins. And his total love for
us is unquestionably demonstr ated by his willingness
to shed his own blood for this purpose (Eph 1:7).
Friends, whether we like to admit it or not, God has
taken hold of us and ripped us from Satan's grasp to
put us in his Son's loving care. We no longer belong to
the evil powers of this world, we belong in the family
of God .
I have a friend who spent several of his early years
in a reform school. His father was a callous. hard man
and his mother a woman of no morals. Barry was
frequentl y abused and mistreate d. His parents ran a
sideshow and traveled the road continually - one year
he attended thirty different schools! After being
thrown out of home one night by his enraged father,
he was found. scared and cold, in a ditch by the police.
When his father was accused of neglect he trumper , .
up charges about his thirteen-y ear-old son and was ~ ·
successful in having him placed in a reform school.
And that school was no place for a young teenager.
The other boys were a rough, crude lot, cynical about
life and filled with malice.
A visitor to the school took a liking to Barry and
offered to take him in as a foster child. The necessary
procedures were taken care of and before long he was
located in a beautiful Christian home. No longer was
he surrounded with an influence of evil. No longer was
he denied responsibility for his own decisions and
actions - he was free, surrounded by a love that
cared for the way he behaved. but free!
We have not only been delivered from the dominion
of darkness, we have also been transferre d to the
kingdom of God's Son. that Son who is the perfect
ent of love. We have been redeemed, our sins
embodim
4
~ are forgiven. Now we are called upon to celebrate our
deliverance from the reform school. and to praise
Jesus Christ into whose family we have been adopted .

4

I

A(.

~· ·· ·

' ~,·; '.tJ. ~t
-~

·-

·.·.:..

:" .. ,~ ',

. .:
.

,

~

.. ',

..

.:

.
'•

.- . .

'.

'.

'

. , · '· '

~

Pree . artd Not SQ. e~~Y:'.> { ·'..
.

...

'

.

'

'

,

..

· ,,

'

'

'

..._·;·:-·· .... .

",

·,·

~;

· ·;

'

'.

.

' ~

.

.

_For: y~ars ·.·. not.tJeli:e /e. in·sa1v~ti.ori:byf~·ith .tri.th;;~t·~·¥;~;~hed«work . . .'
··.•..···. · ·roughthe •· · alope. Teittnem ..Seetheg~nerous.'$ffbrtmade .atbe}ng · · 3
1

.. gold.en sy~uP sin ac9.ttoo _' ()PerNnin~ed wnery ·you .riJef!tidn :you:v·e _ t)e~n to: see
· ay_a single . hooey drop:fe]J ·: Ghandi. ot,. that a ·rnlisical beat 8$slich_!s·oot ¢cmdemned ·~
...
and \Vasabsorbed ·by · the ·anywhere ii'!· Scripture ; .drthatjiobr~ yvife·v./:ears) : two- ·
nvolutio·
...
~
.
. · . ·. .. · ·
·. . .
.piece bathing suit: The "fcict~ is t·hat>mostChristia ns
· 'And (knew. I mea ·-,~ :;RJiew. l was free! d;:iJatians' 5: 1 e'Xpe_c t other Christians to ltV.E{t.Ke wayJbey want them .
. _ had finally pen~trate~:f: ".' It is for fr~edoin. that Christ has::.· ·~b : Freedotri exists .creedaHy ..b:tjf to'. ~ort:i~a. phrase :·it~oE)s .
made us fre.e : Stand firm, then, ~nd do not ...let :not exist :c!e'edally,< .
. , •. . /'·;>-· . ·..
. . . ..
yourselves b• burd
in .by ?I yoke pf slavery:" . ·. . ·Now: I~st someone ,conclud!:! I havk:?l.lddenly swe·rved ·
.
.
. . . . : into tt\e fast ,lane ~ ·:te't. !Tie affirm that l accept law as '
.
,
.. - . . · . -- . · '.. ·
· demand without r.eservatjof\ ::Moreoverldo not believe
reedomr But.What did this mean? Well that Chfistian freedbrnmakesthe heart1t::; ownnor.m . It .: .
it meant .tha
oulct no longer treat Christianity as a is the law written On tfi<:! 'eart an9 .not the heart itself
sligh~ly .upd~te version ·OfJud,aism (Ga) 3;4). It mea.nt . that _informs the. COfl$Ci .
·T . •
ate equals .
:t~ t . M~. Sinai was moved . from ~.he ~enter · of my the . law than ·flat _roe
·
T~n
~" )\t.ence to .m.a k..e. rq.om. . fo. r .Ch.nst.. Mor.·e.. over; ".my com. man. drnents. ~hr~
systeqi for evaluating l~fewas no longer mere morallsm .· can reao
.. -,w ith its single andsimpH:;;tkcateg ories (right or \:Vrong) rei~terp
for ·understanding an of existence. Now I saw that re t dema
·.areas· of life .were .neither fight n.or wrong.
· ~ , otti€r,:way·$;' qf :t.inderst8ndlng,:thi,n,gS,. _It .,Wa
.to ~e ~ble to ask; Is this helpfu'!? Or ~s
Wh1ch1s preferable?·Or. Does.this pro ~
: · : of God? ''Rightness" and"wron ne · ... ·
, . single pigeon holes. into whic ,,.,
.'. ·: . · A ne~ world opened to
f
0

·. .. · make
~~~~J :~~o~~ea~ge~i~;
a stateme.nt

~~i:o; ~~eu~e ,

~iples of Christian freedom

. .

·:•:k ,

about
el rather.:.t n:
. ut how is that: fre.edorn fq·fin . :xpr.essi~rr Wi!!Jin t
· Fear of myChristian .neig
'
<· ·eli.eving cornmuhi-W? Th.e. pa,s~f ge :found in ; ~·
Intimidated . by good pe9 ·
' 14: 1-15: 1'3 helps - ~s y.;ith . ttlis 'har(j : pr'oblem ·" ·
(unconsdously perhaps) ;t:~,
some background:
·
·
·· ·
exactly here is.wtiere t ' ·
Z-. The cbur_c h _in R'ome . w.a s · pla:
to discov·erthafaltho
.
.
i:%involving Chdstian freedorti. lts :
very difficult freedo .
exercise. . . . .
'. "'· t:,.A~lf]~dentfy . there . were . SP~~ [n' .
_ankly, .what ma Jh hard is the. c. autio~s attitudg,·~:'.?.~)~.:~~~
: t .ables .becau.se the..·avaitab .. ea~ h
" ard freedom
by much of the · Christia~:· off~rn? to 1dols., or _w~-'. _no.t p . ared in
_
. ..
.
f . community. Many b
vers. l have found, are experts in ··Morn hberaJ members c~n.s1de . ~. th~rn
.k andiook~d .
,.. defining w_hat free
is not. Freedom is not license. down onthe,mto.the po1{ltof.rnJectmg . eJ1~ fellowsh1p.
Freedom is not givi a loose rein to theffesf\. Freedom In ~ddi;tion J o this''there ·· was a d.lffe nc~ ofopinioh "·
.is .not putt_ing a st _ bling block in your brother's 'way, regardi@ Which, dpys were,-sa.cr:ed.:::So e.·.felt ·:pne day ··
. etc.And of course , hese statements are true but they lf.'.a.s more. s~creci· than ariotjler1 QthErs· aw eye.r.y.pay -.a s .
are al;50 -utterfy inadequate. Orie could . . 1 suppose, e~~al in sacr~dn.~ss : Temperatur.e s .·rose. ~hr:istia.ns : -$·
. des~ribe yachting as that Rrocess ·by' which a ~ailor ·. citizens of Chn~t s kmgdo.m._.d~sp1Se~_ each_'.o~her. T~e ~~!t
_ayo1_ds the rocks. But in doing so the- skill with the sans:. peace. and possibly the very existence .of th~ .church m.- :.,,
· · the t~ump of the hu.11, the exhiiaratfon, of the wind., the Rome .. was . in jeopardy.-, This . the·D is .' tl:i~ · d~ryger9 : .
· · physics_.of-the d.esign are all lost. The joy ofthe thing is. situ'ation . to which Paul . addresses'. himself. ft is , •• .
killed by fear of _potential shipwreck.
. . ..
: • , .. situa~ipfl that repres~nts _nothing i_ess·th~n .th'e .coHap~ x
Another factor that: ·m·a kes it difficult for freedom ,to · of Christia•n freedom : jhe ap,ostle tt1e'r et?re. bbldiy seeks ·· t.-: ,· .
operate· amongst Christians is .the contradiction · that . ~o .restruc;ture the· freed9m OJ th:e torr!{T'lUnity ·oy - giv~ · : .~ .·
, ..·: · exists betwee.n belief. and practice with reference to it tne great princip)es that •.operate· wher\ a :C.~ristl ' ~·
· :M
· believers ernphatica!ly
.. reje'Ct
·
· ··
1· :. . 1eg~ 1rsm
·. ~ny
legalism ·as· · soclety is truly fre·~-- '. · · · . · . · . ·. ·.·
~ .· a ~octrine but nevert~eless earnestly expect fegali~.m as·· -. • t . A fr.ee Chrlsthuf socieiy:insiststll~t:P~rs~n ·
' : . a llfesty.le from others. For alt practical purposes they do fail befor~ ~pd ah>O.e (14; 1"4;.10-l 3).J~~lJLfrir ·

0( .

:::.. . . .;..,,;,.~!~, . ~~~

...

' .. . »\~~fr;~,'•:
l~;.i;i ,,:fl?''

r

~iR\.(t.:.:.·
.

J .. •

.

l ' ~li -

.

.

"

. . ·<<::

.· " .. .. :

Sfin: free
.

r

.

"

' .' .

'

-

,

. ..

'

.

.:~-.

. <. '.

<;

·, ~..

•'

$h)u1;

.. . - ' : . ' .

...;:,

. ,•

',•

v.n liooY~~
:· :

•, '

, .,;

'

-

. .

~

:-

.
. ·'

;;
'. ' • ,

'

.

,,.,

4

of the fighting parties a smooth red by a rather blunt
and embarrassing question. "Who are you to judge
someone else's servant?" he asks. Then he adds. "to his
own master he stands or falls." And he will stand, for
the Lord will make him stand. One of the easiest ways to
get into trouble with others is to exercise authority
where it is not one's right to do so. Try disciplining your
neighbor's son, or give work to your partner's secretary,

God would rather risk involving the
Godhead in Calvary than not have man
freef What risks are we willing to take
to preserve the intellectual integrity of
others?
or assign homework to a class you are not teaching and see what happens. In Paul's day you got it in the
neck if you disciplined or judged a slave that did not
belong to you. It just was not acceptable practice to
overstep the limits of your authority in this way.
According to the apostle, that is precisely what
Christians do when they pass judgment on those with
different standards of conduct. God alone is their
master and therefore he alone has the right to pass
judgment on them. Thus those we disagree with simply
are not made or broken by our evaluation of them.
How marvelously liberating it is for a man to discover
the utter irrelevance of his own opinion of someone else.
How magnificent to be excused from the sapping
responsibility of organizing other people's lives. What
encouragement there is in knowing that God cares for
all the participants in a disagreement and is able to
make those we regard as fallen to stand. The
recognition that God's eyes alone see normatively is the
first step to both individual and communal freedom.
2. A free Christian society allows each person to make
up his own mind (14:4.22,23). Concerning the sacred
days (which, in my view. did not directly involve the
seventh-day sabbath) Paul writes. "One man considers
one day more sacred than another; another man
considers every day alike. Each one should be fully
convinced in his own mind" (14:5).
Here we have a clear affirmation that all believers
have the right to think for themselves. Right and wrong
is not always clear-cut, thus people may be persuaded
within themselves. The book of Genesis shows us that
God placed such an incredible premium on the freedom
of the human mind that he was willing to risk the
introduction of sin into our planet to have it. He would
rather risk involving the Godhead in Calvary than not
have man free! What risks are we willing to take to
preserve the intellectual integrity of others? Are we
willing to allow our children to reject any part or all of
our religious tradition? Or would we rather deprive
them of the right to choose? Are we willing to risk the
kosher image of our Christian community by permitting
the membership to make their own decisions with
regard to both their beliefs and lifestyles? Exactly how'
free would the universe be if you were God?
Paul felt that the believer should make his own
dietary choices, choose his own religious sacred days and
do with joy those things for which his conscience did not
condemn him (14:22).

3. A free Christia·n society exerts its energy to live for
Christ (14:6-8). The apostle says that he who regards
one day as special. does so to the Lord. He who eats
meat, eats to the Lord. for he gives thanks to God. For
none of us lives to himself alone and none of us dies to
himself alone. If we live. we live to the Lord; and if we
die, we die to the Lord. So whether we live or die. we
belong to the Lord.
From what we have seen so far it might seem that
Christian freedom is no different from any other human
system of freedom. e.g. academic freedom or
constitutional freedom which allows people freedom to
think and live for themselves. But such is not the case.
Christian freedom does not grow out of simple
individualism or human rights (not that these are to be
downgraded). Its soil is delight in Christ. Christians live
and die for Jesus. Their freedom is not for freedom's
sake but for Christ's sake. Nor is theirs the negative
freedom that bursts out as a reaction tc past
oppression. This is the positive variety that springs from
commitment to the one who said, "So if the Son sets you
free, you will be free indeed" (Jn 8:36).
The grand principle that Christians live and die
Christ has two profound effects. The first is that it
controls the expression of individual freedom. It is
obvious that someone living for Christ is not free to be
dishonest or immoral. Love of Christ controls even
freedom. Christ is a strong and verdant riverbank which
prevents liberty from flooding the environment but
does not inhibit its thrilling plunge down to the sea.
The second effect of this principle is that it stretches
and broadens the believing community. It does so by
forcing it to deal with the crucial issue of intention.
rather than mere action. In Rome brother Phillipus did
not eat the meat because he thereby wanted to obey
the Lord. But sister Amanda! Well she dove into the
stuff like a lioness devouring a hollow carcass. Why did
she do it? Because she was thrilled to be relieved from

How ma·rvelously liberating it is for a
man to discover the utter irrelevance
of his own opinion of someone else. · ·
How magnificent to be excused from,/
the sapping responsibility of organizing
other people's lives.
the taboos of idolatry. She thanked the Lord for the
meal - the very one brother Phillipus refused to eat.
Both did what was right and did it for the Lord.
This approach to behavior is extremely distressing to
Christians who have a total commitment to consistency
alone. Such persons usually believe that rightness or
wrongness are things that are built into an action itself.
An action is wrong or right because of its inherent
nature. Thus killing is always wrong and honesty is
always right. All one then needs is a list that categorizes
acts as either wrong or right in order to know how to
behave. But Paul does not allow us the luxury of such
simplicity in all things. "Rightness" and "wrongness." he
insists, are often in the mind of the doer rather than in
the nature of the action. He says, "As one who is in the
Lord Jesus. I am fully convinced that no food is unclean
in itself. But if anyone regards something as unclean,

then for him it is unclean" ( 14: 14). It therefore becomes Thus when Peter pleased the brethren from Jerusalem
imperative for the body of Christ to creatively consider by refusing to eat with the Gentiles, Paul publicly took
not only deeds but minds. backgrounds and him on. His conservatism had betrayed the equality of all
personalities. How people regard things is crucial to believers in the Kingdom of God.
morality.
Having made these clarifications we reiterate. a
Intention. in addition to action and consequence. is a strong Christian should not destroy the weak by doing
key consideration in ethics. It simply is not enough to what he deems right in a willy-nilly fashion. Freedom,
ask. Is he doing right? It must also be asked, Is he doing like the law, is for building others not for injuring them.
this for the Lord? I am humiliated but inspired by the
5. A free Christian community makes the Kingdom of
realization that men and women have suffered derision. God its first priority ( 14: 15-17).
persecution and even death for Jesus while upholding
In this particular conflict in Rome the weak brother
ideas that I do not accept. The Anabaptists in Zurich had as his first priority the strict observance of the law.
were executed for defending a form of baptism which He therefore would neither eat the meat nor allow a
involved pouring a pail of water over a convert's head. choice in sacred days. As for the strong brother, he had
Where is this found in Scripture? Sir Thomas Moore was as his first priority the free exercise of his liberty. He
thrown into the tower and then decapitated for therefore insisted on eating the meat and keeping the
upholding the Catholic Church as the only true church. sacred day of his choice no matter how it hurt others.
Of them we must say, whether they lived or died they Both parties stubbornly stuck to their guns thus
were the Lord's.
destroying the work of God for a plate of food.
4. A free Christian community protects its weaker
Paul therefore seeks to reorder their priorities. He
/ ;wmbers from the freedom of its stronger members pops their selfish balloon. For the Kingdom of God is not
1
"')14: 15, 16.21; 15: 1-7). "Do not by your eating destroy meat and drink, he asserts, but righteousness and
your brother for whom Christ died" ( 14: 15). It is wrong peace. and joy in the Lord ( 14: 17). Here is that which
for a man to eat anything that causes someone else to really matters - righteousness. peace, joy - the
stumble (14:21). Paul insists that freedom is not to be Kingdom of God. Neither rules prohibiting foods nor
used to injure others. it must always be used freedom allowing foods is the top priority. Christianity
constructively for the edification of the body of Christ. simply does not revolve around the dining table. Jesus
Here the apostle seems to make a 180 degree did not come to tell us how to eat but to announce that
turnabout. He seems to take away with the right hand the Kingdom of God had arrived (Mk 1: 15).
Now Paul loved and asserted his freedom. Am I not
the freedom he has just given with the left. May we not
reasonably ask how any believer can be truly free if he is free? he cried defiantly to the Corinthians ( 1 Cor 9: 1).
to spend his time trying not to offend his conservative And F.F. Bruce surely is right when he titled one of his
brother? Do the standards of the most conservative recent books. Paul, Apostle of the Heart Set Free. Yet
member in the community govern the behavior of the the apostle did not make his freedom the central goal of
rest? Is freedom simply an endless capitulation to the his life. He would gladly forego his freedom in the
interests of the gospel. In 1 Corinthians 9: 19-23 he says.
whims of the fanatical far right?
For though I am free and belong to no man, I make myself a
Such fears are immediately evaporated when we
slave to everyone, to win as many as possible. To the Jews I
understand exactly whom Paul regards as the weaker
became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the law I
brother. The apostle does not simply equate "weaker
became like one under the law so as to win those under the law ...
brother" with "conservative brother" as is commonly
to those not having the law I became like one not having the

( ) Freedom's soil is delight in Christ.
Christians live and die for Jesus. Their
freedom is not for freedom's sake but
for Christ's sake.
done. For him the weak brother is someone who will be
destroyed, who will stumble, who will fall as a result of
an insensitive exercise of freedom ( 14: 15. 19-21 ). Mere
conservatism is not the issue here. What is at stake is
leading a weak brother to do what his conscience does
not allow him and thus into sin. What is at stake is
giving such offense to a member that he will leave
Christ. The description of the weaker brother in Romans
14 simply does not fit the average conservative-thinking
person who stands for principle though the heavens fall.
The apostle never intended for the free Christian to
constantly capitulate to the demands of stricter
believers in order not to offend them. This fact is
illustrated by his refusal to have Timothy circumcized
simply to please the Judaizers. The truth is that
sometimes conservative action can be as drastic a denial
of the gospel as the grossest enjoyment of the flesh.

law ... so as to win those not having the law. To the weak I
became weak, to win the weak. I have become all things to all
men so that by all possible means I might save some. I do all this
for the gospel"s sake, that I may share in its blessings.

One cannot read these words without being
profoundly impressed by Paul's amazing flexibility. He
makes no god of consistency of action. Sometimes he
would be strict and sometimes not. He makes no god of
freedom. This is seen by his submission to Jewish
purification rites at the time of his capture. Paul never
exchanged a law neurosis for a freedom neurosis. What
mattered most to him was bringing others under the
reign of a loving Savior. The magnificent challenge of
Christ. "Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and his
righteousness." possessed Paul. Here was his top
priority. And because he did there was added to him the
freedom we all long for.
Christians are free because God alone is their judge.
Christians are free because God has given them the right
to think for themselves. Christians are free because
they serve the Christ who makes men free. Christians
are free because they love people. Christians are free
because the kingdom of God has come. Stand fast
therefore in this great liberty.
D
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Our Lord Jesus cared infinitely for individuals. In
John's Gospel we have no public sermon of the length
of Matthew's Sermon on the Mount but we do have
approximately nineteen interviews with individuals.
Such encounters with the Master are in their records a
repository of great riches. Let us consider just one of
them - the encounter with the Samaritan woman .
Opposition and Narrowness
Have you noticed the series of contrasts between
John 3 and John 47 One is the story of an encounter
with a Jew. the other with a Gentile. In one instance
Jesus speaks with a man , in the other it is a woman.
The first occurs by night, the second by day.
Nicodemus is of spotless reputation but the woman is
despised even by her own kind . With the Pharisee
Jesus seems hard and abrupt in the vein of the law of
Sinai. but with the Samaritan outcast he is distinctly
different in approach. He does not tell her that she
should be born again but instead offers her a great
gift. The emphasis is clearly grace, not law.
As we approach this story let us keep in mind that
the · Gospel as a whole is an indictment of the
unbelieving Jews. Every miracle in the book tells of
their lost estate. They were without joy (Jn 2): without
health (Jn 4): without strength (Jn 5): without spiritual
nourishment (Jn 6): without security (Jn 6): without
the light of truth (Jn 9) and without life (Jn 11 ). Irr
1: 19, 26 we see a blinded priesthood, in 2:3 a joyless
nation, in 2:14 a desecrated temple, in 3:7 a lifeless
Sanhedrin. Now in chapter 4 we read the tragic words,
"The Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans" (v 9).
Intended by God to be priests to the whole world they
had hardened into an elitist society proud of their
barriers. Their song might well have been:
We are the chosen few
All others will be damned,
There's no room in heaven for you.
Heaven can't be crammed .
Too many Jewish prayers, however high-sounding
they were, by the time they reached heaven could be
reduced to this vein:

God bless me and my wife.
My son Jacob and his wife.
Us four, and no more. Amen.
Let Christians beware. John, while describing Jews,
is addressing believers in Christ. He is saying in effect:
"the greatest religionists of history failed. Beware lest
you follow in their wake." All four gospel writers make
it clear that Jesus and the Jews were almost totally
agreed about doctrine, but they had a different view of
God. The Pharisees had made God in their own image:
cold, austere. legalistic. But Christ's God was in his
image, the image of the man who received sinners and
ate with them . The beloved disciple in chapters three
and four of his Gospel accordingly illustrated
approaches that can be made to Jew and Gentile
according to their spiritual estate and after Christ's
manner. Let us now look more closely at the manner in
which the nonreligious are to be sought.

\

'1
Jesus Meets an Unbeliever
Observe that the chapter opens by telling us'/
emphatically that Jesus himself did not baptize. He
commanded baptism and endorsed it, but left the
work to others. Right at the introduction to this
encounter we are thereby ·reminded that outward
ordinances and theoretical creeds are not the primary
things about the gospel of Christ. No outward form
guarantees salvation .

He does not tell her that she should be
born again but instead offers her a
great gift. The emphasis is clearly
grace, not law.
How beautiful to read that the Creator of all things
was weary with his journey (v 6). We should always
remember that Jesus was just as much man as though
not at all God, yet just as much God as though not at all
man . It is interesting that John who has so much to say
about Christ's divinity also stresses his humanity. Do

BRENTAN IN THE LIONS• DEN
We had an interview with Brentan Edwards about what happened to Daniel in the lions'
den. We were assured he knew the story, but because he is only two and a half, he got
confused. Can you help him out? Read the story in Daniel chapter six and mark which
answers he got correct.

Gill: "What happened to Daniel in the lions'

Gill: "What was down in the hole?"

den?"
Brentan: "He shut the lion's tail."
D Right D Wrong
Gill: "Who shut the lions' mouths?"
Brentan: "Jesus."
D Right D Wrong
Gill: "Who didn't like Daniel?"
Brentan: "No one."
D Right D Wrong
<' .... "The naughty men went to the king and
1\ ... "' him make a law so that everyone would
worship him and nobody else. Would Daniel
worship the king?"
Brentan: "Yes."
D Right D Wrong
Gill: "How many times a day did Daniel
worship his God? Take your bottle out of
your mouth, Brentan."
Brentan: "Two-ey."
D Right D Wrong
Gill: "When the naughty men went back to
the king and told him Daniel was worshiping
another God, was the king sorry?"
Brentan: "Yes."
D Right D Wrong
Gill: "Did the king like Daniel?"
Brentan: "No."
D Right D Wrong
Gill: "What did the king have to do to
Daniel?"
Brentan: "Punish him." D Right D Wrong
Gill: "Where did he put him?"
Brentan: "Down in hole." D Right DWrong

Brentan: "Danil." (Spelling Brentan's)

D Right

D Wrong

Gill: "And what else? What animals were
down there?"
Brentan: "J'waffes." (Giraffes)
D Right D Wrong
Here we retold him that bit of the story.
Gill: "What was Daniel frightened of down in
the hole?"
Brentan: "Lions."
D Right D Wrong
Brentan: "Me scared. Me close door."

Gill: "What do lions look like? Have you ever
seen one?"
Brentan: (Got quite chatty here.) "Veth, in
zoo. They go 'f-r-o-o.' Me no like them."
lions got big teeth?"
2 Gill: "Have"No."
D Right
Brentan:

D Wrong

Gill: "Can you growl like a lion?"
Brentan: "No."
Gill:" Yes you can. Growl like a lion."
Brentan: "E-e-e-e-k." (Sounded like a big
pussy cat)

Gill: "What happened to Daniel?"
Brentan: "Him come out of hole."
D Right D Wrong
Gill: "Was the king happy?"
D Right D Wrong
Brentan: "No."
shut the door. Me
to
Brentan: "Me going
make dark."
At this point we couldn't see anything, so we
gave up the interview and retold the story,
which of course we shoul d have done at the
beginning . We suspect that Brentan was
teasing us all the time.

What is Brentan looking at? Follow the
numbers and join the dots and you'll soon
find out.
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THE TALE OF
THE TONSILS
I was only four when I had to have my
tonsils removed. With constant colds and a
runny nose, the doctor thought I might go
" deaf. I was really good at screaming and
kicking up rough, so Mom was afraid to tell
me where I was going. She thought I'd panic.
I did anyway.
The doctor told her to divert
my attention - that means to
make me think of something
else. So Mom told me I was
going to have piano lessons.
"Let's go, let's go," I said. We
even took a music case with us
to the hospital, a big lonely red
brick building.
The nurse took us up to a
pretty room with a big low
window through which I could
see lots of trees. I can still see
the nurse putting my things neatly in the
drawer. Then she put me to bed.
My mother said she'd go and get me an ice
cream. That got my lickery going. She
promptly left with the nurse. I sat in bed
quietly for a while ~
~
and thought it was
·
a/ funny way to ~
·
~, ,, the piano.
Mommy was gone.
.---_,
The nurse was ·
gone. There was
no music, no
voices. Just me.
There was only
one bed to a room.
played wiggle~
the-fingers, kickthe-blankets, and ----- -~
lose-your-pillow-down-the-bed. I soon got
tired of it. They hadn't left me any toys to
play with. I looked around that room so much
I can still remember exactly how it was and
that was over thirty years ago.
I began to wonder. The ice cream had not
returned. Then the nurse came in. I said,
"Where's Mommy?" I was told she wasn't
coming back that day and to be a good girl.

i

?

(Romans 3:23)
Gillian Ford
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Exit nurse. Now who wants to be a good girl
at four years old without an ice cream?
I got frantic inside. I was going to find
Mommy. Peering over the edge of the high
hospital bed, the floor looked like the bottom
of a cliff to me. So far down. Wiggling my
bottom over the edge, lying on my front, I

,--

f

I

- ----- ·-~
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thu mped down on the
floor far below. I ran to
the window and
looked out No sign of Mommy, no
ice cream - just trees and lawns and
empty paths.
The next p~ace to look was outside the
door, but ~ dlaren't. That nurse was
somewhere outside there and I was scared
of her. Now i had to get back into bed. That
was a pmb~em. !Even running and diving for
it, it was over my head. So I pushed a chair
against the bed and climbed up and in. But
now I couldn't put the chair back.
When the nurse brought my supper and
saw the chair she knew I'd been out of bed. I
wasn't popular. Sup per was white bread and
butter. I wanted margarine. Most of all I
wanted ice cream. I was good at putting on
tantrums. It didn't work. It was butter or
nothing. I had butter.
Do you know, boys and girls, they never
did tell me I was going to have an operation.
They played a trick on me to get me to sniff
the anesthetic. Did ! want to smell the rose
scent, the lilac, or the lavender one? I didn't
get past the rose one. I woke up later with a
sore Uuoat The tonsils were gone. I never
did learn music.

4

Yes, I was four then. That was 34 years
ago (those of you who can count, don't tell
anyone how old I am). I can't remember
much else about my fourth year, but I never
forgot being in the hospital.
I learned then for the first time what
separation meant. Mommy was gone. I was
alone in a strange place. Separation feels
awful.
Imagine yourself on a raft playing in the
sea. Your friend is on another. First there's
lots of laughter and shouts as you share the
fun. But there's a strong current and you
gradually get pulled away into the sea, away
~

from the shore and away from your friend.
You both shout out but soon you are so far
apart that you can't hear or see each other. A
curious seagull hovers overhead. Then it
flies away. Now there's only the schrluck,
schrluck of gray waves hitting the tiny raft,
and the soft moaning of the wind. You're
alone. How frightened you feel. How you
long to be back with your friend. Separation
is lonely.
Here at Good News Unlimited we have just
had a baby. Mrs. Calvin Edwards has just
recently had a little girl called Shanelle. But
we think she belongs to all of us, so we've
called her the Good News Baby. Like all
babies, Shenelle was joined to her mother by
a cord inside her body for nine months.
When she came out, the cord had to be cut
so she could live on her own. Of course it
would be awful if a baby stayed tied to its
mother all its life. It wouldn't be any fun for
either of them. They would keep tripping over
each other. It's good for two people to be
independent.
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spirit of the gospel for children.
It is published by Good News Unlimited, P.O. Box GN, Auburn,
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But wouldn't it be terrible if when she was
born, her mother left Shenelle and refused to
cuddle her or feed her? A baby that is
separated from food and loving will die
because it is completely helpless.
Separation can be very sad.
The Bible tells us that at the beginning of
time, there was a very sad separation. God
had put two people into the garden of Eden.
Their names were Adam and Eve. They had
always been good until they ate something ..~ l
they had been told not to eat. It reads as
though Eve caused all the trouble - it was
probably put that way to keep all us girls in
line because boys like to be boss. But Adam
must have been almost as bad because he
got into trouble as well, and God is always
fair. They both got put out of the garden of
Eden and weren't allowed back in.
Adam means "man," and Eve mea. _,,
"mother of the living." In some way Adam
and Eve stood for all of us when they failed.
After that nobody was ever born who was
always good, except Jesus. God is a holy
God and he loves goodness. Men had
become evil and their sins separated them
from God. That separation, boys and girls,
was the most awful, the loneliest, and the
saddest in the whole world.
And not one of us escapes. Romans
chapter 3 verse 23 says "For there is no
difference. All have sinned and fall short of
the glory of God." If you want an easier way
"No one strong
to say it, say,
All gone wrong"
or how about,
"All the same
Al I to blame"
Well, that's the bad news. But watch out,
we've got some good news here.
1. My mother did come
back later when I was in
the hospital, (though I
don't remember getting
the ice cream).
2. The boy on the raft
drifting out to sea got
rescued.
3. Calvin and Nerida love
that baby girl and are
feeding her plenty.
4. God has made a way
for us to come back to
him through Jesus.
We'll talk more about
that next month.

not. however. identify humanness with sinfulness. Sin
was no part of original humanity. It is an intruder and
no stain of it marred the perfect nature of the second
Adam.
The well reminds that water is ever made the
symbol of the blessings of grace. Yet Sychar means
··purchased." That which comes to us "without money
and without price" was purchased by the blood of

The Pharisees had made God in their
own image: cold, austere, legalistic.
But Christ's God was in his image, the
image of the man who received sinners
and ate with them.
Christ. By the symbolic waters Christ offers the gift of
eternal life to one who apparently did not even merit
continued existence in this life. And Christ is there
" 9~rpose1y i~ order to make the offer of grac~. ~hat is
\ ;;1y he 1s first at the well. and why he also 1s first to
speak. Unless he draws us. we can never leave the old
life. " We love him. because he first loved us."
The encounter took place at noonday. The wise
Bishop Ryle cannot resist warning ministers at this
point to heed this "beautiful carefulness to avoid even
the appearance of evil." The woman. unlike
Nicodemus. is not interviewed in the isolation of
darkness. Too many men pray "lead us not into
temptation·· and then speedily make off in that
direction.
But even more beautiful is Christ's tact in asking a
favor. "Give me a drink" he requests. startling a
woman to whom no decent Jew would speak. In the

No outward form guarantees salvation.
verses that follow. observe the Master soul winner at
work. He uses all the laws of the mind that he himself
instituted. We see him using the psychological
· -t'. nciples of attention. interest. desire. conviction.
·, ...;sualization. action. All of life is composed of warp and
woof. the former being the situation as it is thrust
upon us and the latter our own weaving of change into
that situation. From the woman·s own thoughts and
needs Christ selected the images and concepts that
would weld desire and conviction into ultimate saving
choice.
The heart of Christ's revelation must be given our
chief attention. "Everyone who drinks of this water
will thirst again. but whoever drinks of the water that
I shall give him will never thirst: the water that I shall
give him will become in him a spring of water welling
up to eternal life" (vv 13-14). Scripture says God has
placed eternity in men's hearts. (We use men. of
course . generically. Women in fact responded much
more fully to our Lord. Not once in the Gospel record
does a woman speak against Christ. Would it were true
of the other sex as well!) Augustine referred to this
when he said: "Thou hast made us for thyself and our
hearts are restless until they rest in thee."
Read Ecclesiastes which is one long commentary on
the truth Christ gave about the thirst of the soul.
"Vanity of vanities. all is vanity" declares the opening

of the book. This is the truth when we live "under the
sun." It is wonderful to find the parallel introductory
passage in Solomon·s succeeding book. lt reads: "The
Song of Songs" (Song 1: 1). In that volume we find the
reason for the new song. "My beloved is mine and I am
his.·· "I am my beloved's and my beloved is mine," "I am
my beloved's and his desire is for me·· (2: 16: 6:3: 7: 10).
For life with all its weal and woe is just our chance of
learning love.
Christ is here affirming that satisfaction can only
come from the gospel. All else. unless subordinate to
the good news pf grace. cheats us. The soul finds that
possession brings indifference. Nothing is as good in
the hand as in the head. It is sad that we take a lifetime
to learn this ~esson. that only after dissatisfaction.
frustration. and despair do more sinners turn to drink
of the heavenly fountain. In ancient times God had
taught the same lesson from Sinai when he warned
men of the precipices of life by the Ten Words which
began with our relationship to him and finished with
our relationship to things . When we put first what God
puts last we invite sorrow and pain (Mt 6:33).

Conviction of Sin
The woman of Samaria would rather argue doctrine
than have her soul surveyed. and so it is today. We
mistake creeds for deeds. and beliefs for love. For that
reason. the Master showed the woman her sin and then
her Savior. "You have had five husbands. and he whom
you now have is not your husband," but nevertheless ··1
who speak to you am he" - the Christ (Jn 4: 18. 26).
None can drink of the water of life until they have
known the convictions of sin. guilt. and grace that this
ancient Samaritan experienced . "For there is no
difference. All have sinned and come short of the glory
of God"' (Rom 3:22-23). But put with that indictment
the passage which begins with the same words: " For
there is no difference ... the same Lord is rich unto all
them that call upon him" (Rom 10: 12).
Is not the recurring conviction of sin part of that
thirsting to which Christ alluded? Those who find
nothing without wherewith to fill and satisfy their
souls also find the same story when searching within.
We are as bereft of value as the world itself. One old
writer commented on John 4: 13.14 as follows: "Let me

It is sad that we take a lifetime to
learn this lesson, that only after
dissatisfaction, frustration, and despair
do more sinners turn to drink of the
heavenly fountain.
say in a word what I feel. You will find nothing either in
heaven or in earth, with which you will be satisfied and
feel supplied. except Jesus Christ alone. with all that
fulness of the Godhead which dwells in him bodily."
And Poole adds to the words of Rollock thus: "He
who receiveth the Holy Spirit and the grace thereof.
though he w ill be daily saying Give. give. and
continually desiring further supplies of grace. yet he
shall never wholly want. never want any good thing
that shall be needful for him .'·
The first draught of the living water the woman
requested of Christ was conviction of sin. None can
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value the physician until he feels his disease. Until time
merges into eternity and until this corruptible puts on
incorruption we need that ministry which Paul
described in Romans 7. "'It was sin, working death in
me through what is good, in order that sin might be
shown to be sin, and through the commandm ent
might become sinful beyond measure ... "'If it had not
been for the law, I should not have known sin .. (Rom
7:13,7).
Christ frequently upsets before he sets up. He
afflicts before he comforts and convicts before he
converts. Some want another way like the pilgrims
who in Pilgrim's Progress climbed over the wall only to

The woman of Samaria would rather
argue doctrine than have her soul
surveyed, and so it is today. We
mistake creeds for deeds, and beliefs
for love.
be lost at last. How could we ever enjoy solace unless
we had sorrowed. rest unless we had worked,
justification unless we had known guilt?

The Universals of Christianity
Notice how Christ's thrust towards the close of the
conversation summarizes the relationship between old
and new truth . "'The hour is coming when neither on
this mountain (Gerazim) nor in Jerusalem will you
worship the Father ... salvation is from the Jews .. But
the hour is coming, and now is. when the true
worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth,

How could we ever enjoy solace unless
we had sorrowed, rest unless we had
worked, justification unless we had
known guilt?
for such the Father seeks to worship him. God is spirit.
and those who worship him must worship in spirit and

truth .. (Jn 4:21-24). Salvation is of the Jews. yet the
sacred Jewish places are no more. Whatever is limited
to geographical sites has no meaning in the Christian
era for Christ has taken away the sin of the world, not
just of Judea.
Christianity is a universal religion and only
.. universals .. can prevail in it. Worship, spirit, truth,
law. sin. salvation - these are the "'universals .. Christ
sets forth in this sermon for the new age. Judaism

Christ by fulfilling fills full. Not the
oldness of the letter but the new wine
of the Spirit characterizes the
everlasting gospel.
contained all of them. but in addition it had typical
rites limited to the temple. The former remain. but the
latter have passed. Christ by fulfilling fills full. Not the
oldness of the letter but the new wine of the Spirit
characterizes the everlasting gospel. It does n"\\
diminish one jot or tittle that which has always beJ
truth but it offers now through Calvary the only lever
which can move the world.
From Christ's insistence upon the themes of sin and
salvation and from his refusal to be drawn into
controversies over secondaries we may learn much.
Arthur Pink summarizes admirably at this point:

.. What a lesson is there here for every Christian worker
respecting the manner to deal with anxious souls. When we are
speaking to such. let us not occupy them with questions abo:it
sects and parties, churches and denominations . creeds and
confessions. It is positively cruel to do so . What they need is
salvation - to know God. to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. Let
us shut them up to this one thing. and refuse to discuss
anything else with them until they have received the Savior.
Questions about church membership. the ordinances. etc .. have
their place and interest; but manifestly they are not for
convicted sinners. Too many are so foolishly anxious to swell the
ranks of their party, that they are in grave danger of thinking
more about getting people to join them than they are about
leading anxious souls simply and fully to Christ. Let us study
diligently the example of the perfect Teacher in his dealings with
the woman of Sychar. .. (Exposition of the Gospel of John, vol. 1

p. 205)

And so say all of usl
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--questions and answersQ. Why are there so many
conflicting interpretations of
Daniel? How can I know what to
believe about this book?

•

A. Last month I gave the bulk of
the answer to this important
question. I pointed to the fact
that today Bible students realize
more than ever the necessity of
understanding the historical
setting of a book. Further. the
literary style must be understood.
I went on to point out that as one
approaches Daniel with these
f:"~·~nciples in mind it becomes clear
\,~j'at Daniel was written for (and
predicting events occuring to) the
old covenant people of God - the
Jews. Daniel's prophecies would
have been fulfilled had Israel been
faithful. but they did not follow
God's plan.
You will notice that when Jesus
quotes Daniel in Matthew 24: 15
about the "abomination of
desolation ... he does not continue
as Daniel did to promise a
cleansing or a restoration of the
earthly sanctuary. No. in the light
of Israel's rejection of Christ, the
"abomination of desolation"
becomes an irrevocable judgment
upon Israel. Thus, Daniel's visions
in Daniel 2, 7,8,9.10-12 will not be
fulfilled in the way the original
· ~'f1\\hor anticipated. The new
~;fophets of the new covenant
people of God, i.e .. the Christian
church. reinterpret Daniel in the
light of Israel's failure and the
mission of Christ.
If we. as Christians, wish to
know something of the future
then we must turn to new
covenant Scriptures like Mark 13.
Matthew 24. Luke 21; 2
Thessalonians 2. Revelation. etc.
We will notice immediately that
these writers reemploy the
symbols and concepts of Daniel.
but place them in a fresh
Christian perspective with the
church as the new people of God.
These prophetic passages do not
present a picture of the end with
Israel's sanctuary and people
under attack as does Daniel.
It is simply a matter of seeing
that while Jesus and the New

Testament writers are indebted
to Daniel (as they are to other Old
Testament passages) they are not
using Daniel "a$ is" but rather
creatively revising Daniel in the
light of God's new act of
redemption.
- Noel Mason

Q. Is there a special Antichrist yet
to come?

A. 2 Thessalonians clearly teaches
that such is the case. The
apostle's words are based on
those of Christ in the Olivet
sermon (Mk 13: 14; Mt 24:25)
which themselves spring from the
prophecies of Daniel, particularly
7:25; 8: 13; 9:27; 11 :31-36. In the
Apocalypse the .same theme is
elaborated even further in
chapters 13 and 17.
What is particularly interesting
in 2 ThessaloniQns 2 is the
apostle's borroi.:ving for Antichrist
special terms associated with the
true Christ including "mystery,"
"power and signs and wonders ...
"relevation," and "coming." One
of the best commentators on this
passage writes: "This systematic.
and as one might suppose,
calculated adoption by Antichrist
of the attributes of Christ is a
most appalling feature in the
Apostle's representation. Satan
himself, through his agent, usurps
God's throne amongst men. And
the Man of Lawlessness holds a
relation towards Satan the
counterpart of the relation of
Christ to God" ~G.G. Findlay.
Thessalonians, p. 150).
Very wisely, the same writer
reminds us: "Like other great
prophecies of Scripture, this word
of the Apostle Paul has, it appears
to us. a progressive fulfillment. It
is carried into effect from time to
time. under the action of Divine
laws operating throughout human
history, in partial and transitional
forms. which prefigure and may
contribute to its final realization"
(Ibid. p. 179).
The early church and the
Reformation rightly saw in the
early Christian apostasy a fulfillment of this passage . However.
there is clearly to be an escha-

tological fulfillment (see the
writer's Crisis. commentary on
Revelation chapter thirteen).
When apostate religion joins with
the idolatrous state against those
who cherish the gospel and law of
God then the prophecies of Daniel.
Christ. Paul. and John will be fulfilled. But there is also reason to
believe that Satan himself will be
the ultimate Antichrist
counterfeiting as far as possible
the coming of Christ.
- Desmond Ford

Q. What are the biblical meanings
of man's body, mind and spirit?
Do you believe in God's healing
power today? What about
miracles?

A. In 1 Thessalonians 5:23 Paul
uses well-known terms for the
three aspects of man's
functioning - the physical. the
mental, the spiritual. This does
not mean that man has three
parts. Many learned works have
been written on this topic in
recent years and in essence the
best reject the Platonic view of
man as non-biblical. By "Platonic"
I refer to the view associated
with the Greek philosopher. Plato.
that body and soul are distinct
and separable.
Yes. I believe in God's healing
power today. But it is something
to be requested in the same spirit
of resignation as Christ's
Gethsemane prayer: "Thy will. not
mine. be done." God did not heal
either Paul or Trophimus and
many of the greatest saints have
been great sufferers. Nevertheless we should ask for physical
blessings. but remember only God
knows what is best for us.
The resurrection will be our
ultimate healing. Miracles at all
times are possible with God but
he is not indiscriminate in their
use. After the signs and wonders
associated with the launching of
the Christian church their
occurence was not frequent. The
epistles rarely refer to them.
- Desmond Ford
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New Staff Member
GNU is pleased to welcome to
its staff Mr. Stan Bisel. Stan will
be taking care of the technical
aspects of GNU's ministries. His
services will be used immediately
for the production of further
broadcasts for Dr. Ford's half-hour
weekly radio program. In addition
he will perform on-site recording
and duplication, take care of
quality control of the radio
broadcast tapes, maintain all
electronic equipment, produce
radio advertisements for GNU
programs and products, and
investigate the feasibility of inhouse high-quality duplication of
cassettes.
Stan comes to GNU with a
wealth of experience in
broadcasting, duplicating and
electronics. Until recently he was
the chief engineer at WAUS-FM in
Berrien Springs, Michigan. At the
present time Stan is under
contract with GNU for a sixmonth period. At the end of this
time the board will make a
decision regarding the feasibility
of the continued employment of
the Technical Director.
Earlier we haa announced that
we would be hiring another
minister to assist in
administration, writing and
teaching ministry. Though we had
counted on this agreement, we
were perhaps premature in
concluding its certainty. As things
turned out, the minister we had
negotiated with is not available.
GNU is prepared to enlarge the
ministerial staff as
necessary - as the Lord indicates.

appreciate the messages on these
cassettes. Many of those present
will want to listen again and
again. The six major s·ermons
examine the encounters that
various persons had with Jesus
Christ - the adulterous woman,
the thief on the cross, the apostle
John, Peter's confession of Jesus
as Messiah, etc.
The whole series of five
cassettes is available for only $15,
postage included (overseas offices
$17 .50). We will also be happy
to send you the packet we
distributed to attendees at the
Congresses. This contains three
new tracts, a souvenir booklet of
four articles (e.g. "Is the Church a
Hole in the Head?" by Smuts van
Rooyen) and several other items.
For this, enclose an extra $2.
Write today to your nearest GNU
office.

Congress Cassettes

Smuts on Radio

Cassettes of the 1983 Summer
Congress, "Close Encounters with
Christ," are presently under
production. This series of five
cassettes was recorded live at the
Sacramento Congress and contains
all the sermons and presentations
given over the weekend program.
Those who were not able to
attend either the Sacramento or
Chattanooga congress will

We have mentioned on several
occasions that Pastor Smuts van
Rooyen will be starting production
of a new quarter-hour daily radio
program this year. Many have
expressed keen interest in this
aspect of GNU's ministry. Some
have responded with donations
designated for this particular
project. For your support we
thank you.

'Christ is same; Christ's person never changes. Should He
come on earth to visit us again, as sure He will, we should
find Him the same Jesus; as loving, as approachable, as
generous, as kind, and though arrayed in nobler
garments than He wore when first He visited earth,
though no more the Man of Sorrows and grief's
acquaintance, yet He would be the same person,
unchanged by all His glories, His triumphs, and His joys.
We bless Christ that amid His heavenly splendours, His
person is just the same, and His nature unaffected. "Jesus
Christ the same yesterday, and today, and forever".'

./

Charles H. Spurgeon

With GNU this is a high priority,
and we hope that it will be with
you too. Please remember this
anticipated gospel outreach in
prayer, both now and in the
future.

Tear It Out
Not "tear it up," but "tear it
out." The Good News for Kids
insert, that is. We've put it in the
center so it can be removed
easily. Pull it out and give it to
your children, grandchildren.
neighbors, etc. But whatever yol j
do. don't waste it.
So, tear it out. and find
someone who you can help lead to
a better understanding of Jesus
Christ and his good news.

Gospel Tracts
Have you read these? There a re
eleven in the series and include such
titles as "But Now- Righteousness";
"The Many Facets of the Gospel";
"Love- Without Strings Attached";
"Looking Unto Jesus"; and "Facing
the Day of Judgment". We suggest you
send for a set today, $2.50 including
postage, and then select those for bulk
buying that you feel you can use
among your friends and
acquaintances.
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In Australia & New Zealand
What Is Happening?
What are the GNU ministers doing
at present? These are questions we
are frequently asked.
July was the month of the main
northern summer congresses. This
year these were held in Sacramento,
California and Chattanooga,
Tennessee. At the beginning of
August, Smuts van Rooyen flew to
, Fu rope to hold meetings in Finland,
\' "-- )1mark, Sweden, Norway and
· c:ngland. Meanwhile, Dr. Ford and
Calvin Edwards have been visiting
Red Deer, Alberta, Canada, for a
series of meetings there.
By the time you read this, the men
should all be together again in
Auburn, making further plans and
doing more preparation for a yet
greater outreach with the gospel.
The new recording studio should
be fully operational now, and Smuts
will be working on the preparation
and recording of his new daily radio
programme. To produce 260 daily
messages-which is his goal- is a
huge task and will take several
months.
, -~ew Catalogue

.>upplies of the latest catalogue have
'arrived. This lists all the material we
have available- Congress Syllabuses,
Gospel Tracts, Radio Broadcast
Cassettes, Congress Tapes, and Tapes
of the Month. If you would like a copy,
please just drop us a line.

~,

also been occupied with the task of
putting all our NZ subscriber names
on to the new computer they have
purchased.
And while in NZ, we say a big
thank you to those over there
supporting our gospel outreach.
$143 GIFT
Once again we have an
anonymous donor to thank. ihis
month the amount is $143, and we
do appreciate it.

September's sermons are
"Treasure Trove in the Revelation'
by Dr. Desmond Ford, and 'God's
Triumph in Job' by Smuts van
Rooyen.
Why not join the many who
receive the Tape of the Month 01:1 a
regular basis? You can do this by
joining the Tape of the Month Club
for an annual subscription of $42.

Some Radio Messages
Here are some of Dr. Ford's grand gospel messages that will
prove a blessing to your own soul and be good to share with
others. Price: $3.50 per cassette.
GNU-43/44 Christ's Villains (A Study of the Villains in Christ's
Parables)
Buried Treasure (The Treasure Hid in the Field)
GNU-45/46 Jesus Only (The Meaning of the Transfiguration)
A Lady of the Night (The Anointing by Mary)
GNU-47/48 Blessed Beggars (Bartimaeus and Others)
The Most Beautiful Book in the World (The Gospel of
John)
GNU-49/50 Chapter 1000 of the Bible (John Chapter 3)
How to Get What You Need (The Story of the Noble·
man's Son)
GNU-51/52 How Always to Have Enough (The Story of the Cruse of
Oil)

GNU-53/54
GNU-55/56

New Zealand Artist!
Do you enjoy Good News for Kids?
-Yes, many of you do; thank you
for the letters you have written
telling us so. These were
appreciated.
Just this past week I inadvertently
discovered that the artist who gives
us 'The Adventures of Benjamin' in
the children 's section is none other
than our own Brian Murphy, who
runs our NZ office. It's great, Brian!
Besides being busy drawing
cartoons, in recent weeks Brian has

Tape of the Month

GNU-57/58
GNU-59/60
GNU-61/62
GNU-63/64

Too Good to Be True (Christ's Gift of Peace after the
Resurrection)
The Foolish Wise Man (The Rich Fool of Luke 12)
The First Sermon Ever Preached (Gen. 3: 15, God's First
Promise)
You and Barabbas (Substitution Illustrated in Barabbas
and Christ)
God's Tool Chest (God uses the Weak and the Foolish)
The Story of John Newton (Biography of the Author of
"Amazing Grace")
The Miracle at Cana (The Wedding Miracle)
Stilling the Storms of Your Life (Troubles Within and
Without Controlled by Christ)
My Son, My Son (The Story of Absalom)
The Cripple Prince (The Story of Mephibosheth)
Samson the Saviour (Samson's Deliverance of His
People)
The Things That Cannot Be Shaken (The Gospel
Foundations)
Shipwreck (The Shipwreck of Acts 2)
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Thanks
Sirs:
Dear printers of Good News For Kids. I
would just like to thank you for sending
me those magazines (copies of GNFK). I
have really enjoyed them and hope you can
print them again sometime. I was going to
buy "Rainbow Garden· · from a bookshop,
but thanks to you I don't have to now.
because you have sent me the ones you
sent to others before I subscribed. Once
again, I thank you for sending them to me.
I must go now. so byel
Sarah Wilkinson. age 10
Cherrybrook. NSW
P.S. God bless you .

Inspiring Programme
Dear Sirs,
Praise God for your inspiring programme
'Good News Unlimited'. Please accept my
offering given freely in Jesus' name. Could
you please send me a recording of last week's
show and also if still available a copy of the
programme which went to air on 2-SER-FM
on January 2 on the theme of 'one day at a
time', as it was very enlightening.
Warrimoo, NSW

She will not be aware of this, but I am sure she
will be interested.
Also, you asked for an opinion about the
children's section. I heartily approve as I feel
there is a need for Christian literature on a
regular basis for children. Not, mind you, that
the children alone should read it. I think that
every adult should read it too, because it gives
the Christian message in more simple terms.
I pray that your magazine will soon be
enjoyed by more people.
Victoria

More Cassettes
Sirs:
Would you please send me the tape on
Blind Bartimaeus. which I heard over Radio
Rhema? It was such a wonderful message,
as all Dr. Ford's tapes are. I had missed the
two previous weeks' talks. so would be
very grateful for a copy of these tapes too
if possible. I receive great help from all the
previous tapes which you have sent me.
My grateful thanks always and may God
richly bless this wonderful radio ministry
of Radio Rhema and all the inspired
speakers.
Mrs. Hazel McRae
Nightcaps, Southland
New Zealand

Heartily Approve

Joy of a Co-Worker

Dear Sirs,
I would like to thank you for your
publication, Good News Unlimited, which
arrives every month. Any writings of the
gospel in its pure truth are indeed, unlimited
good news.
We have recently had two editions of your
magazine come to our place each month and I
was wondering if you could instead send one
of those to the name and address listed below.

Dear Sirs,
Can you please kindly send me the recent
issues of Good News Unlimited. Besides the
current issues I would also like to receive back
numbers as listed. Good News Unlimited is
such a fine scholarly journal that I would not
want to miss any of the issues. In fact, it is my
earnest desire to study all of your publications
-tracts, syllabuses, books, etc. However, I
am not financially capable of purchasing

Good News

Unlimited
P.O. Box65, Chadstone
Victoria, 3148

Registered by Australia Post-Publication No. WSG0048

them. My monthly income is only $50 dollars,
so I would greatly appreciate it if you would
kindly donate some of your precious
messages. Even old second-hand materials
would be very much welcomed.
Please send me multiple copies of the
recent issues for my distribution. There is no
greater joy than to be your co-worker in
diffusing the heavenly light to those who sit in
the shadow of death. Please remember to
pray for your brethren in Malaysi;i and
Singapore. We need all the help you can offer
in the grace of Christ. May the Lord of Harvest
be with you.
Johore, Malaysia

Wonderful News
Dear Sirs,
We certainly enjoy receiving GNU. Thank
you very much. May the Lord continue to
bless you all as you spread the good news ...
what wonderful news! We appreciate Good
News for Kids- like it ourselves and are
sending it to some of our grandchildren.
New South Wales

Relevancy Appreciated
Dear Sirs,
Enclosed please find a cheque for $50 to
cover the costs of materials requested.
Could you please include the name listed to
receive the magazine.
Many thanks for the positive Christian
ministry that you offer. I would like to express
my appreciation for the ministry directed to
our children through Good News for Kids. I
appreciated the article 'Finding a Place to
Belong' and thank you for such relevancy.
New South Wales

/
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