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August 9-11 1996 at Camp Drewe,
Lennox Head - North NSW.
A weekend of recreation, spiritual enrichment and Christian fellowship
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meals, Tea, coffee, milk, & sugar, fellowship, fun, inspiration.
To keep costs down, bring your own
breakfast cereal and whatever else
you need for breakfast (milk provided).
Your own picnic lunch for Saturday,
also Bible, sleeping bag, pillow, musical instrument, swimmers, fishing rod.
Camp Drewe is a short walk from the
surf and to Lake Ainsworth .
See inside back cover for application
form.

Over the last six months we
have become aware of wondrous changes taking place in

The World Wide Church of God.
God has come to
them, confronting
them with the Gospel
and as a Church they
have accepted it.
It is so wonderfully refreshing to
find a people who
freely and frankly admit they were wrong
in their understanding and have welcomed the Gospel
when God presented
it to them.
There are those in this world
who cynically say God is dead,
but we who know him know
that he is continually at work
drawing all men unto himself.
A visitor to the Lake Macquarie seminar was Pr. Phil
Hopwood the local minister of

The World Wide Church of God.
He told us of the thrilling
NOW AVAILABLE 1996 SEMINARS ON AUDIO TAPE

THE CHRIST OF THE BOOK OF ROMANS
Set of two audio tapes by Dr Desmond Ford and Pr Ron Allen
Three messages by Dr Ford and one by Pr Allen

Cost $10.00 including PP&H
See inside back cover for order form

times his church was going
through as they explored the
Gospel and the joy of the members as they realised that their
salvation was sure.
With the kind permission of
Aub Warren of The Plain Truth
magazine we have
reproduced an editorial on page 5 'Forgive Us Our Trespasses'.
Let us have your
comments on this.
You will also notice a letter from Reverend Dr. Gordon
Moyes AM of the
Wesley Mission. It is
good to see the 'Unlimited' team ge t
such a large listening audience.
May God bless you,

Roger Jones.

Dear Friend
Have you ever thought what an amazing publication the Bible is? If you tum it open at random
you may find the story of a massacre carried out by Joshua. He massacred his male enemies, their
wives and children. Tum some more pages and you might come to a blood-thirsty Psalm, such as the
one hundred and thirty seventh, where the poet invites his countrymen to take the innocent children
of Babylon and dash their brains out against the rocks. Browse further and you might happen upon
strange chapters depicting hideous beasts and weird visions. Why is such a book so widely read?
How does it come that men and women have risked their lives to get their hands on it? Why have
millions payed the ultimate price for treasuring its precepts? I will suggest four reasons why the
Bible continues to be loved and fought for.
1) The Bible reveals a God who cares about people. The broad testimony is that we are in the
hands of someone very wise, loving and strong and that we are the subjects of his sympathetic attention. Two soldiers were lying badly wounded in the battlefield hospital. One said, 'I don't care whether
I get through or not. Life doesn't amount to much. I've got no job to return to and no hope of ever
getting one. What's there to live for?' The other said, 'I've got a girl in Scotland and she cares for me.'
There is tremendous psychological anchorage and sustenance in being the subject of somebody's
care. God cares and for that reason what happens to us does matter - and that tremendously.
2) The Bible reveals a God with a purpose for his world. We learn from Scripture that every
mans life, including it's smallest details, is important and significant in the eyes of God. Jesus said
that the very hairs of our head are numbered. He also said that God cares for the sparrows and he
went on to say, 'You are of much more value than many sparrows.' Even the things which happen to
us which God does not intend, such as disease, frustration, bereavement are all being woven into a
plan. The Apostle Paul could say 'With them that love him, God co-operates in all things for good.' If
I can know at the beginning and end of each day, that whether what happens is due to God's love or
due to the ignorance and carelessness of man; that everything is being woven into an all wise plan,
then I can live my life humbly, trustfully and contentedly. I will be delivered from the horrible nightmare of meaninglessness. The Bible affirms that there is a God who is able to make all things serve
him - evil things and good things, little things and big.
3) The Bible reveals a God who cannot be defeated. The last book in Scripture often uses the
word 'throne'. The infant church persecuted as it was and expecting the imminent end of the world,
was certain that God would win. 'He that sitteth on the throne says, "Behold I make all things new."'
This enthroned Christ possessed the keys of death and hell. This is tremendous news for our time. In
spite of all appearances. In spite of the strength of greed and materialism; in spite of the apparent
feeble influence of Christianity on men's affairs; in spite of the appalling energies unleashed by modem technology, still God is the supreme ruler of his world and no power will be able to defeat him.
4) The Bible reveals a God who seeks to be the friend, guide and Saviour of men. The very first
chapters of the Bible hint of a God who is determined to be with us. We hear a voice saying to Joshua,
'As I was with Moses, so I will be with you.' David knows he can walk through the shadowy path
because God is with him. The Son of God himself comes to be with men and to be with them forever.
The last verses of the Bible re-affirms this beautiful sentiment, 'The tabernacle of God is with men
and he shall dwell with them and they shall be his peoples and God himself shall be with them, and
be their God.' Almost the very last verse of the Bible contains a tender and emotional invitation to
fellowship with God. 'The Spirit and the bride say come.'
There are many other reasons why the Bible will never go out of print, but the ones adduced, are
sufficient on their own to guarantee it. May God be your companion as you read through the Great
Old Book.
Yours in Jesus

RonJ Allen
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Around the Seminars
Once Again our annual seminar series was quite a success.
As ever, Dr. Ford gave us insights into the Gospel we had never
seen before. The music of our Unlimited muso's was as good as their
CD and the fellowship was marvellous. It is great to see people who
had not seen each other for a long

--

Q. What does the Bible mean
by unity?
A. It is referring to the unity of
the heart. That is, Christ and his
Gospel of the Cross, faith, hope, and
love. It is not referring to uniformity.
Q. How can you detect the fine
line between faith and presumption?
A. If you hate your sins you are
not presumptuous, but if you can
accept your sins, you are on the borderline.

Quates
Remember, there is no such
thing as a perfect faith. It is not how
we feel about our sins but how we
decide about them.

And in conclusion...
If the end of life is zero, then
everything along the way is zero.
No one can live that way. No one
can be a consistent atheist.

time greet one another so warmly
and catch up on twelve months
news.
And the reason for it all was
what Jesus had done for us at Calvary 2000 years ago.
It was Good News that brought us together again once more.
The Good News that we are never
~ ---.d of hearing and we want to hear
• ~r and over again. The Good
News assures us of a place in
Christ's Kingdom if we repent and
accept what Christ did for us at Calvary.
We at GNU trust that you and
others of our friends and supporters will come next year to enjoy the
Good News and continue fellowship.
Start planning now to be there.
CuestlansandAnswers
Dr. Ford received many questions from his audience. Here are
some of his answers.
Q. Can you be a better Christian by the study of the Bible?
A. A more knowledgeable one,
yes, a more spiritual one, no.

Introduction
At the Lake Macquarie Seminar, Dr. Ford was introduced to his
students by Lyndon Rogers, an old
student of his and now a lecturer at
Avondale College.
Lyndon said that recently there
was a discussion going on among
several students outside the door of
his office.
They were complaining about
the compulsory Bible subjects that
there are in all courses, and why did
they have to do them?
Lyndon went out and joined
the discussion.' About 25 years ago
when I was a student here' he told
the group, 'the Bible classes were
packed out. The lecturer would
come into the room and say, "Will
all those not enrolled in this class
please leave so that those who are
enrolled in this class can get in the
door.".'
The students outside Lyndon's
office looked at him in disbelief, but
he assured them that was the way it
used to be.
'Ladies and Gentlemen,' he
went on, 'that lecturer is with us
here tonight. It gives me great pleasure to introduce to you, Dr. Desmond Ford.'

Vlsltnr
At Brisbane we were pleased
to welcome Don Browning of the

Four Winds Ministries.
Don is currently establishing
the new Gold Coast radio station for
Radio Rhema (the Christian broadcasting network), several GNU supporters who live on the Coast, reported they are already regular listeners. He had heard of Dr. Ford
and his presentation of the Gospel,
so Don approached GNU for permission to record him for Four Winds
Ministries. In return, Don is supplying GNU with master copies of the
tapes for our own tape library.
Don was thrilled with what he
heard and is very happy to be able
to distribute tapes of Dr. Ford to the
listeners of Radio Rhema as the requests come in.
Seminar 97
DANIEL & THE COMING KING
The book of Daniel bad more
influence on the New Testament than
any other Old Testament Book.
Daniel is the only Old Testament book to which Jesus pointed saying, 'Understand this. ' .
Daniel's themes include:
The Christ
The Antichrist
The Church
The Time of the End
The Everlasting Gospel.
Featuring Dr. Desmond Ford
Auckland February 14-16
Rockhampton February 17
Brisbane February 28-March 2
Sydney & Newcastle March 6-9B1t
Adelaide March 16
Melbourne March 21-23

Conclusions
Toward the end of the Brisbane
Seminar there was a spontaneous
request from the floor for Amazing
Grace. Our musicians obliged and
the whole congregation sang that famous hymn with strength and
meaning. What came across very
powerfully that day was that people love to sing and rejoice about
their salvation.
In Sydney, the day concluded
with a communion service conducted by Pastor Ron Allen. About
40 people stayed on for the service.
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In Other Words

Prison Bible Studies
Dear Brother Ford
I ain a senior citizen, past the age of
seventy. I still jog and lift weights.
I have been in prison for over 25 years
and still have one year to go.
Last week I received my second letter
in 25 years.
I hear your program on KAAY, late at
night.
After reading your very nice book,
Daniel 8:14, and all of the back issues
of GNU magazine, I wish to say
thanks.
Some people do not understand (as
you do understand) that inmates have
souls just like the people in the free
world.
I teach six Bible study groups, six days
a week. We now have 140 inmates who
study with us and we have at least 90
more who want to start. I am up to my
ears and could use all the help you can
give us.
At this time, our groups are studying
the Book of Revelation. I do not want
to mislead anyone in the Bible study
groups. We could sure use some tapes
to help us understand. We need all the
help we can get from you.
This I must tell you. I have been doing this for 20 years. We have sent over
two thousand inmates back into the
free world, and none have returned to
prison that we know of.

G.

By A.H. Tick
Facing Life's Storm
Accidents, Bankruptcy,
Cancer, Death.
Every home faces a major
storm at one time or another.
The only question is when. And
how will that home weather the
storm?
Jesus taught that every
' home's destiny depends upon
its foundation. Was it built upon
the Rock- or on the sand? Was
its builder wise - or foolish?
(See Matthew 7:22-29 NASB.)
It is only when the rain descends and the winds blow that
a builder's wisdom is put to the
test. It is only in times of trouble that our foundations are revealed. Those who have foolishly gathered their works as
the basis of their standing with
God, will only then know how
worthless that foundation is.
When the storms rage and
the floods come, their good and
holy deeds will appear as they
really are: As not all that good.

Not all that holy.
One by one, like tiny
grains of sand they'll wash
away - including everything
built upon them.
Only those who hear the
word of the doing and dying
of the Rock, Christ Jesus, and
accept them as their own, can
weather the storms of life. He
alone is our foundation.
Upon this Rock, He has
built his church. All the storms
of hell will never prevail
against it.

In Other Words ...
Our house is built on
nothing less,
Than Jesus' blood and
righteousness.
Now on the solid Rock
we stand.
All other ground is sinking sand.

Bible Commentaries
Dear Dr. Ford
I am currently incarcerated at the Federal Prison Camp, Minnesota.
I have been listening to your radio
broadcasts daily. I find them stimulating.
I am a Christian, writing to ask you to
send me a copy of your commentaries
on Daniel and Revelation.
I am currently studying for the ministry by correspondence, and would
find your commentaries very helpful.
Also, any other help you may offer on
Bible prophecy would be much appreciated.
I offer you my prayers for you and
yours in your ministry.
Thank you and bless you! Keep up the
very fine broadcasts!
Edward, Duluth, Minnesota

Daniel and the Coming King
Dr. Ford finished the manuscript of his new book just before he left on his annual preaching tour of Australia, New Zealand, and Hawaii, February 8, 1996.
Proof reading is complete, and the book will soon be
printed. Orders are already corning in.
The book is Daniel and the Coming King. It is in two sections. The first section is more accessable to the reader. The second section is the appendices. This section contains more scholarly material.
Based on what Des was preaching at the GNU Fellowship
before he left, his treatment of Daniel's book is Christocentric
rather thfn dateocentric. Don't expect much complicated exposition of prophetic speculation. Rather, expect lots of gospel!
The book should be available in Australia by June 1996 . Ed.

Forgi_ve Us Our

Trespasses
A

s readers of this magazine know, The World
wide Church of God, sponsor of The Plain Truth,
has changed its position on numerous longheld beliefs and practices during the past few years.
At the heart of those changes, has been an acceptance that
salvation is by grace, through faith. While this was preached
in the past, it was always coupled with the message that God
owes us a reward for our works that builds a holy, righteous
character.
For decades, we regarded scrupulous adherence to the law
as the basis of our righteousness. We attempted to relate to
God through old covenant rules and regulations in our fervent desire to please him.
In his mercy, God has shown us that old covenant obligations do not apply to Christians who are under the new covenant. He has led us into the riches of his grace and a renewed
relationship with Jesus Christ. He has opened our hearts and
minds to the joy of salvation. The Scriptures speak to us with
fresh meaning, and we rejoice daily in the personal relationship we have with our Lord and Saviour.
At the same time, we are acutely aware of the heavy legacy
of our past.
The article 'Healing the Wounds,' beginning on page 4, explains how the Holy Spirit is working today in the body of
Christ to heal historic wounds and restore good relationships
between offenders and offended. It is my painful responsibility to acknowledge that The Worldwide Church of God has
been among the offenders.
Our flawed doctrinal understanding clouded the plain gospel of Jesus Christ and led to a variety of wrong conclusions
and unscriptural practices. We have much to repent of and
-""'Ologize for.
( _ Ne were judgmental; and self-righteous - condemning
other Christians, calling them 'so-called Christians' and labelling them 'deceived' and 'instruments of Satan.'
We imposed upon our members a works-oriented approach
to Christian living. We required adherence to burdensome
regulations of the Old Testament code. We exercised a strong
legalistic approach to church government.
Our former old covenant approach, fostered attitudes of exclusivism and superiority rather than the new covenant teaching of brotherhood and unity.
'
We overemphasized predictive prophecy and prophetic
speculation, minimizing the true Gospel of Salvation through
Jesus Christ.
These teachings and practices are a source of supreme regret. We are painfully mindful of the heartache and suffering
that has resulted from them.
We've be~n wrong. There was never an intent to mislead
anyone. We were so focused on what we believed we were
doing for God that we didn't recognize the spiritual path we
were on. Intended or not, that path was not a Biblical one.

As we look back, we ask ourselves how we could have been
so wrong. Our hearts go out to all whom out teachings have
misled in the Scriptures. We don't minimize your spiritual
disorientation and confusion. We earnestly desire your understanding and forgiveness.
We recognize that the depth of alienation can make reconciliation difficult. On the human level, reconciliation is often
a long and difficult process over time. Yet we daily pray for it,
realizing that the healing ministry of Christ can close the deepest wounds.
We make no attempt to cover up the doctrinal and scriptural
errors of our past. It is not our intention to merely paper the
cracks. We are looking our history squarely in the face and
confronting the faults and sins we find. They will always remain a part of our history, serving as a perpetual reminder of
the dangers of legalism.
But we cannot live in the past. We must rise above our past.
We must move on. We say, with the apostle Paul: 'Forgetting
what is behind and straining toward what is ahead. I press on
toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me
heaven ward in Christ Jesus ' (Philippians 3: 13-14)
We have set our minds and hearts on Jesus Christ and trust
explicitly in him. I have never been more thrilled about the
state of our fellowship! We are pooling our energies and moving forward in preaching the gospel worldwide also equipping our congregations to be health examples of the body of
Christ. We are using the spiritual gifts we have been given
and capitalizing on the intense dedication to Jesus Christ now rightly channelled - which has so long characterized
our church.
So we stand at the foot of the cross - the ultimate symbol
ofreconciliation. It is the common ground on which estranged
and alienated parties can meet. As Christians, we all identify
with the suffering that took place there, and we hope that identification will bring us together.
We desire to meet there with anyone we may have injured.
It is only by the blood of the Lamb and the power of the Spirit
that we can put the hurts of the past behind us and move forward toward our common goal. I have expressed these sentiments in sermons and letters in recent months, but I wanted to
restate them for our Plain Truth readers.
So to all the members, former members, co-workers and
others - all who have been casualties of our past sins and
mistakes of doctrine - I extend my sincerest heartfelt apologies. And I invite you to join us in proclaiming the true Gospel of Jesus Christ around the world - as even now God is
blessing us with renewed growth and vigour in his service.

Joseph Tkach
President, Worldwide Church of God
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tion this mon. th. Her book,
What's Wrong
With My Hormones?, provides insightful and practical information
on the important role hormones
play for most women in maintaining optimal health.
Gillian Ford has a B.A. in education. She consults with those who

have hormonal problems in her office in Auburn, California. She is
not a physician, nor does she
prescibe treatment; however, she
creates a solid partnership between
patients and doctors in the quest for
practical solutions to hormonal issues through research, education,
and patient participation.
Gillian Ford recognized a real
need for advocacy when it became
apparent that many women could
not articulate typical PMS and
menopause symptoms such as depression, exhaustion, irritability,
and physical pain to their doctors.

Her own experience with intense
PMS in her early 20s, followed by
early menopause at age 37, initially
inspired her to seek information
that would educate and allow her
to communicate her needs to her
doctor.
Her commitment to research
and self-education launched a formal course of study and networking among physicians. In 1982 she
was sponsored to receive training
at PMS Action. Since then she has
devoted her career to hearing and
documenting women's stories. (See
the next page for details of her book. Ed.)

~CJ-r C:CJI I II I IE!-"l:!iiiii i - - Romans· Video

To suggest that this is a low
key presentation would be an
understatement! However, Dr.
Ford is a man with a vast command of his subject and a very
large amount of information to
impart to anyone interested.
This video is much easier to
watch than another of his which
is featured in an earlier set, the
small audience has been dispensed with and Dr. Ford
speaks directly to the camera in
a presentation which is much
improved. It is Australian and is
highly commended.
John Bleakley
(Vomere Christian Video Library)

Brisbane Seminar

Dear Pr. Allen
We thorough! y enjoyed the
series on Romans last weekend.
Excellent! If only more would
come to hear.
We also find it refreshing to

have music as an added enjoyment to the meetings. It was
missed the years you did not
have it.
All the best for your ministry and we will continue to try
to spread the Good News in our
church.
MMQld.

years.
We would like you to accept a gift of $200 with our gratitude for your part in the Service
tonight.
Yours sincerely

·~
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Sunday Night Live

'Unlimited'
It was a delight to welcome
you and the members of your
band to our Sunday Night Live
service this evening. We know
that 2GB's vast listening audience will be moved and inspired
when the service is broadcast
(28th April - Ed.)
Thank you for joining us in
this very special Service which
aims to bring the Gospel of Jesus Christ to our congregation
and to people across Australia
who are listening by Radio and
may be hurting in some way, or
may simply have let their Christian commitment lapse over the

Reverend Dr. Gordon Moyes Ai
Superintendent - Wesley Mission

Reader's comments are welcomed
for this column.
Address all correspondence to
GNU, 2/54-60 Industry Dve.
South Tweed Heads 2486 NSW
Fax- (Bus Hrs.) [07] 55 245 040

What's Wrong with My Hormones?

Mat's Wrong with
My HMm0ttts?

Good News for Adventists

Gillian Ford is a women's health advocate who empowers women with the tools
they most need - education
and current research findings
- to convey their PMS and
menopause symptoms to
their physicians.
lWHOOOl - 285pp
$21.50 +PP&H

A kindly look at the doctrinal unrest within adventism.
Presentations by Brad
Mcintyre, Noel Mason and
Desmond Ford.
i.,GilfunFor.1
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I-Iome C h u_rch
Interested in meeting other Christians
for home fellowship?
Sunshine coast dwellers are invited to call Elenne
Ford on 074 928 555 for details.
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I PLEASE SUPPLY:
I
I CAT No. Title
I
I 2CR0003 Christ of the Book of
Romans -Audio set
I

OCT. 19, 1996 CHRISTIAN LIFE CENTRE
COFFS HARBOUR
I

At a later
time to be

- Kellyville Adventist Church

Cost

Qty

TOTAL

$10.00

........ ...........

$1.50
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- Castlehill Vineyard Church
4GN0001

announced: - Adelaide ·

For Bookings phone
Dave Martin 018-249728
Brian Patterson 018-200061
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: Camp Drewe

Subscription to GNA Magazine
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$21.50
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0.00

($20.00(pa))

Donation to GNU Gospel Outreach

Add extra for PP&H (on books only).
TOTAL

: 1
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Name ............................. .. .. ........................................................ .

I

Address ........................................................... ............... ... ..........

INAME .............................................................................. .

.. ........................................................... . Postcode ...... ............ .

I

Lennox Head, Nth NSW Aug. 9-ll-"-
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I

I
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Phone............................ ............. Fax .......... ............................ .

I
I
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Bankcard I Mastercard I Visa no.

:Number of persons

D

+Dependent children

o:

I
Cheque
I
I Send this form to GOOD NEWS UNLIMITED
2/54-60 Industry Dve. Tweed Heads 2486
I
Closing date July 22
I

I

I

I
I

I

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
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I

What's Wrong With My

Free Good News Unlimited Resource Catalogue

I
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I
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Good News For
Adventists

Hormones
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I

I

ORDER FORM

I

Expiry Date ......................... Signature .................. .. .. .... .. ........ .

Send this form to
GOOD NEWS UNLIMITED
2/54-60 Industry Drive
South Tweed Heads NSW 2485
Phn/Fax: (07) 55 245040 (9.30-5.30 EST)
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FREE 6 MONTHS TRIAL SUBSCRIPTION TO 'GOOD NEWS
AU STRALIA' MAGAZINE & 'GOOD NEWSLETIER'

I

SPECIAL OFFER FOR NEW READERS

POSTCODE

ADDRESS

I
I
I
I
I
I

Please give names/address of friends, neighbours, relatives, who you think would enjoy 'Good News Australia'
Magazine & 'The Good Newsletter' and return this slip to:
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Postage
Paid
Australia

SURFACE
MAIL

GNA

3 0 / 0 4 /1 .997

CHANGED YOUR ADDRESS? PLEASE ADVISE OF ANY CHANGE OF ADDRESS TO ENSURE REGULAR COPIES OF 'THE
GOOD NEWSLETTER'. RETURN OLD LABEL AND YOUR NEW ADDRESS DETAILS TO
GOOD NEWS UNLIMITED 2/54·60 INDUSTRY DRIVE, SOUTH TWEED HEADS 2486

GNU ZONE DIRECTORS
I

Zone 1
Zone2
Zone3
Zone 4

Western Australia
South Australia & Tasmania
South NSW
Greater Sydney

Bill Sinclair
Bruce Johansen
Roger Jones
Brian Patterson

Zones
Zone6

Raymond Terrace to Taree
NE NSW & Sth Queensland

Rolf Kempf
Brupe Tulloch
John Benner

Zone 7

Nth Old & Northern Territory

09 4585469 ..
053 811330
064 930053
02 4819907
018 200061
049 831132
07 55355329
07 55350694
018 768427

··f:a'X'oo 3610867
. Faii '064 930053
Fax 02 4844948
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OVERSEAS ADDRESSES:
USA office:
11710 Education St
Auburn CA
95603-2499
USA

Canad ian office:
57 Virgilwood Drive,
Willowdale,
Ontario, M2R 2B5,
Canada

N.Z. office:
P.O. Box 329
Pukekohe, New
Zealand

S. African office:
P.O. Box 11096,
Universitas 9321
Republic of South Africa

