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Editorial 

Hard Times, 
a Sign of 

the Times. 
Denominations today in the 

Western World are having a tough 
time. We frequently hear how 
church attendances are falling and 
some church spokesmen will occa­
sionally publicly deplore the lack 
of interest in worshipping God. But 
what is not said, is that with falling 
attendances has come a decline in 
church incomes. 

In the heyday of church at­
tendance-from 1850-1950- the 
generosity of the person in the pew 
enabled many denominations to 
build their 'flagship ' institutions 
like schools , colleges , hospitals , 
nursing homes and other businesses. 
Whenever these institutions needed 
more capital to upgrade or expand, 
an appeal was made to the congre­
gations, and the money was usually 
forth coming. 

Today, most congregation 
struggle to pay their way, there is 
little over to provide capital for the 
'flagship' institutions. Recently it 
was stated at the NSW Presbyterian 
Assembly, that the turnover of the 
congregation was eleven million 
dollars and the turnover of the in­
stitutions was fifty seven million. 

With this large disparity in 
incomes, there is no way that the 
congregations can continue to pro­
vide the capital needed for the on­
going reinvestment programs of the 
church institutions. It is only a mat-

ter of ti me before they are so Id off­
just like Qantas, the Commonwealth 
Bank and Telstra. 

Most denominations are going 
through the same problems. Al­
though they say little publicly, one 
can, from time to time spot the signs. 
One such sign is the two letters from 
the Seventh-day Adventist Church 
administrators regarding the work of 
Dr Desmond Ford, mentioned in our 
last magazine. They have charged 
him with (amongst other things) open 
solicitation of tithe. 

Most churches use the term 
'tithes and offerings' to describe the 
income received in the church plate. 
But it is between God and the per­
son concerned how much is set aside 
and how it is placed. A church has 
no right to demand it or expect it, 
and to lay this charge against a faith­
ful and well known servant of God 
is quite preposterous. 

Could it be that the finances of 
the SDA Church are so finely bal­
anced and budgeted, that if a few of 
its members also support the work 
of Dr Ford, there will be financial 
problems within that denomination? 

The financial problems of the 
denominations are but another sign 
of the times. A while ago I read a 
sermon by a minister of a church in 
the heart of New York. He said he 
was troubled by falling church at­
tendance. 'It was,' he said 'God trim­
ming his Church back to fighting 
weight.' Yes , the trend is to get leaner 
and more efficient. Parishes are get­
ting bigger; ministers fewer, with 
more expected from them. 

I believe God is leading his 

Church back to where it was in the 
book of Acts, when there were just 
small groups led by lay-elders. 
Those tiny groups faced a pagan 
world-which was sometimes 
openly hostile to them. They had no 
colleges, hospitals or other 'flagship' 
businesses, all they had was the gos­
pel to preach to a lost world. 

Yet against great odds, those 
early Christians persevered. Under 
the power of the Holy Spirit, they 
preached the gospel very effectively 
and many were saved. 

Yes, God is in the process of 
stripping his Church of all its ex­
cess baggage. He is slowly leading 
us back to our core business-the 
preaching of the gospel of salva­
tion in the Lord Jesus Christ. Call­
ing people to repentance in His 
name for the remission of their 
sin-as Des Fqrd has been training 
us to do for many years. 

Although the decline of de­
nominations is a sign of the times, 
one of the most important signs is 
Matthew 24: 14 'And this gospel of 
the kingdom will be preached in all 
the world as a witness to all nations, 
and then will the end come.' This 
sign is not yet fulfilled, but God will 
see that it is fulfilled despite the de­
cline of the denominations. 

Let us put ourselves at God's 
disposal right now, so that he may 
hasten the day when this sign is 
brought to fulfillment 

Roger Jones 
-Editor 

!Jo c us 0 .n l.h e 9o s,p el . 
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'For I am convinced that neither death nor life ... 
will be able to separate us from the love of God that 
is in Christ Jesus our Lord.' Romans 8:38-39 

Dear Friend 
What do men and women really seek for in religion? Someone 

has answered by saying they are searching for the certainty that there 
is a God and that he loves them. What could be a more compelling 
inducement to such a faith, than the existence of people who possess 
such certainty, and tell others of it. 

One such person was Paul. Perhaps a braver and more splendid thing was never said of God 
than what we read in the closing lines of Romans eight. The assurance offered there is exactly of the 
kind to equip people for survival amid the bewilderment and shocks of life. 

The implications of Paul's triumphant utterance, are, that persons clasped in the love of God are 
safe for time and eternity. A bold affirmation like this would never have come from Paul had he been 

thinking in terms of his own adequacies and strengths. Instead, he was inspired by the thought of 
God's mighty grasp of the world and its affairs-our security rests not on our knowledge of God, but 
his knowledge of us. Not on our love for him, but his love for us ; not our choosing him, but his 

choosing us. 
There are no grounds for optimism when the world and its destiny is seen as held in the hands of 

fickle people with all their conflicting ambitions. Hope takes root upon a faith in God, who is at the 
centre of things. Out temper varies constantly, being poor grounds for reliance . We have dark times 
when love for God grows cold . But he never stops loving us, and therein lies our safety. When Oliver 
Cromwell was dying, he spoke saying, 'Faith in the Covenant is my only support, and ifl believe not, 

He abides faithful.' 
Neither death nor life, says Paul. It seems odd to speak of death first. We would proceed from 

what we thought was the lesser to the greater threat. We would have thought that death was far more 
likely to separate us from God, than life. Not so, Paul. He spoke from the perspective of the Gospel 
in which death may separate us from our fellows, but never from God. And if we remain in God 's 
keeping even in the face of death, naught that life shall be able to throw at us will sever us from him. 

The last part of verse 39 says that this love is ' ... in Christ Jesus our lord.' Only in the story of 
Christ do we learn of a love that will not let us go. Only in the light of the cross did Paul make his 

terrific statement. 
'For Him who loves me now so well, 

What power my soul can sever? 
Shall life or death or earth or hell? 

No! I am his forever.' 
May the love of God sustain you and give you hope. 
Yours in service 

RON J ALLEN 
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Relax and Enjoy the Ride 
'The Kingdom of Heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the which, when a 

man found, he hideth and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that he hath, and 
buyeth that field.' Matthew 13:44. 

The Kingdom of Heaven is not just some piece of property amongst other pieces of 
property-simply one that a person happens upon. No indeed, the Scripture says it is something 
that brings great joy, in fact the joy is so great, that a person would be prepared to part with all 
their possessions in order to gain this treasure. This kingdom once tasted cannot be forgotten, 
driving people to pursue and cling to the prize. 

What is it that evokes such single-minded passion in the lives of people? I suspect that it is 
something like the pursuit of wealth, power, influence, fame or security. However, I do not think 
that these were what Jesus was talking about when he made this statement of the kingdom. For 
many, the passion of their lives is grinding out their pet indulgences-without regard for others. 

What we need is to be at peace with God. If we are at peace with our Creator and 
Redeemer, then we can be at peace with ourselves, the world and even our enemies. When we 
acknowledge our need of God and our own sinfulness, his mercy and love take on a new 
importance. The realisation that God accepts us just as we are, does indeed bring great joy. 
What could a person possibly offer for such a gift? How tragic that so few people are prepared to 
accept such a simple, yet powerful truth . 

Rejoice, and then rejoice again-Jehovah, the God of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and many 
other saints, is exceedingly good and kind. 

Clem Moss. 

Laughter is Good Medicine 
Pat Jones 

A recent ABC news report said that re­
searchers have discovered that people who can 
laugh readily, are healthier than those who don't. 
Laughter, they said, can even save life. For ex­
ample, if you have been in a serious life threaten­
ing situation, and saw the funny side of things, 
you actually would survive, because of your sense 
of humour. 

The journalist was saying that these days 
many people are losing their sense of humour, 
and don 't readily laugh. Looking at the world 
around us, I can see why people would feel this 
way. However, I wasn't surprised at the report, 
because I know the Bible has a few words to say 
about it. In Proverbs 17:22 we read, 'A merry 
heart does good like a medicine, but a broken 
spirit dries the bones.' 

Dr Hunt (Patch) Adams discovered the con­
nection between healing and laughter and a movie 
was made of his life called Patch Adams. His 

medical career was traced from the time he signed 
himself into a mental hospital and later to his 
graduation as a medical practitioner. The film 
showed hilarious scenes, and patients who were 
terminally ill, if they could smile at something, were 
helped considerably. 

I don't know whether Patch Adams knows 
what the Bible says, but he is putting into action 
what is written there. Patch has built the Gesindheit 
Hospital for the poor and those unable to pay 
medical insurance, and at the time of filming, had 
a list of over 1,000 physicians who have offered 
to leave their current practice and join in Patch's 
cause. 

So after reading this, if you have been walk­
ing around with your worries showing all over 
your face, then take a dose of God's medicine, 
have a spiritual face-lift and start smiling. God has 
taken care of your sins and he will 'supply all your 
needs from his riches in Glory, because of what 
Christ Jesus has done for us' (Philippians 4: 19). 
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Dear Sir 
In your article, Who 's on 

Trial in Daniel? we read, 'This 
is our point , in Daniel 7 the 
judgement condemns the Ii ttle 
horn and vindicates the saints. 
The judge ment is a friend of 
God's people, not an enemy.' 

I have to agree with you 
one hundred percent. My con­
cern regarding the vindication of 
the Saints, is in relation to the 
littl e horn. Ad ve nti sm says the 
little horn is the papal power. 

This power, th e Roman 
C hurc h, claims to be not o nly 
C hr istian, but 'The C hristians.' 
They are the only way to salva­
tion. The Roman Church is the 
way to salvat ion over the true 
saints of God in this case . The 
question in the judgement (a di s­
cernment, not a condemnation­
this is a tribunal) is, 'Wi ll the real 
Christian please stand up ?' 

So in essence, all Christians 
and on ly those who have taken 
th e name of Christ are consid­
ered in thi s judgement. Jn the 
end the little horn is shown to be 
what it is and it's body handed 
over, but the other ki ngdoms go 
on for a little while-clearly pre­
ad vent st i 11. 

While the verdict gi ven the 
true saints is a vindication, that 
i s, judgement found in th e ir 
favour, that which we have here 
in this judgement is what is pic­
tured in the parable of the wed­
ding feast, in which the man who 
was without a garment was cast 
out, also, a picture of Joshua, the 
High Priest in Zechariah. 

In other words, the judge-

ment (discernment) is not a 
weighing of your works to see 
if you merit heaven, but a veri­
fication that you 're wearing the 
garment of Christ's righteous­
ness . This is the only way we can 
'deserve' to be with Chri st in the 
new kingdom. 

KW USA. 
Dear K 

Thanks f o r sharing your 
thoughts on the judgemen t of 
the Little Horn, its judgement, 
and the vindication of the 
saints. 

I liked best your comment 
to the effect that no one could 
possibly merit a favourab le 
verdict. It seems true to us also. 
The only safe course is to be 
clothed with Christ, who alone 
has attained heaven by his own 
merits. 

May God bless you always 
RON 

To GNU 
I am sending a donation to 

help along your good work. 
Many thanks for the tapes 

you send me each month and the 
literature. I can't begin to tell you 
the joy a nd knowledge my 
friend and I enjoy, as we li sten 
to them each week. 

So pleased that Dr Ford is 
back in Australia. I pray for him 
that he will be kept in good 
health to carry this work on. I 
pray for you all that a re con­
nected with GNU. 

Thanking you once again. 
Chri stian regards 

SW AUST. 
Dear GNU 

I have been a Seventh-day 
Adventist for five years. 

4 The Good Newsletter Issue No 5 2001 

Through various circumstances 
I realised that Ellen White's writ­
ings were not officially from 
God. By mi stake in putting in 
the wrong words for a web-site 
I found the Ellen White web­
page through Dirk Anderson , 
which led me to Pastor 
Cleveland 's web-page, which 
eventually led me to your s ite . 

I am a lay person, not a 
theologian. I do many things for 
our church at this time. Children 's 
mini stry, substitute teacher for 
our sc hool so metimes , and the 
custodian for our school. 

I have emailed Pastor 
Cleveland and he mo st g ra­
ciously responded to my ques­
tions, but I am at a loss as to what 
to do with all the information I 
know. I sti ll don't understand end 
time events. 

If you cou ld somehow he lp 
me with sources, that would be 
beneficial. There aren't any other 
Sabbath keeping churches in my 
area and I don't know of any one 
in the churc h who believes the 
same way I do. 

I keep praying and asking 
God to help me to do what is 
right. 

S AUST. 
Dear S 

My wife and I read your let­
ter and we both agreed that God 
is leading you. 

We went through the same 
experiences regarding E llen 
White's writings and try ing to 
find an a lterna tiv e Sabbath 
keeping church some twenty 
years ago. Today we worship 
wi th the loca l Pres byterian 
Church, although we keep the 
Sabbath as a private day to 
ourselves. 

You say in your letter you 
are at a loss as to what to do with 
all th e information yo u no w 
have. You have not spelt out that 



information so I cannot comment 
on specific matters. However, all 
you know has to be understood 
in it 's relationship to the Cross 
of Christ. 

When Jesus died on the 
cross at Calvary, he died for the 
sin of the world. That means ev­
ery sin from the first Adam and 
Eve to the last sin of the last per­
son to be alive befo re his sec­
ond coming . That means all 
your sin, past, present and fu­
ture, was taken care of and for­
given you at the cross two thou­
sand yea rs before you were 
born. Christ's death was an all 
time cosmic event. 

This is the gospel as under­
stood by all the great reformers 
at the Middle Ages and is the 
basis of the Protestant churches 
ever since. Your acceptance of 
the gospel-what Christ has 
done for you-brings you your 
salvation (your conversion). 

To this great salvation, 
Ellen White has added all sorts 
of other demands, rules and re­
strictions. To such an extent, that 
with her, salvation is almost im­
possible. You have no doubt be­
come aware of this, hence your 
rejection of the authority of her 
writings. 

All the information neces­
sary for the salvation of human­
ity is contained in the Bible. Ellen 
White's writings are unnecessary 
and superfluous. 

Please feel free to corre­
spond with us on any problems 
that you have, we are here to 
assist folk like yourself. Continue 
to pray for God's help in this 
matter. Remember, he has led 
you this far. Do not be impatient, 
it took my wife and I five years 
of working through everything 
before God took us out. Since 
then he has had us presenting the 
gospel to all kinds of people. 

We pray that God will con­
tinue to lead in your life and that 
you may rejoice in the great sal­
vation he has brought you. 

In Christ's service 
ROGER. 

Dear GNU 
I have recently read Robert 

D. Brinsmead's Reflection and 
he raises a number of issues 
which I think Christians need to 
address. 

What do you think? 
D T AUST. 

Dear D 
I have looked at Robert 

Brinsmead's material. It would 
take a very large book or series 
of books to deal with it. But the 
work has been done by better 
scholars than I, particularly by 
Meier, a Roman Catholic scholar 
in The Marginal Jesus, and by 
Tom Wright, a Protestant scholar, 
in several books. I haven't time 
to repeat all they have said. 

Robert is right in many 
things but not the crucial ones. 

Certainly, conviction of 
truth comes through the Spirit­
listen to my debate on the mat­
ter of proof and faith (Brian 
Wilshire debate) Certainly there 
was diversity of interpretation, 
certa inly it took time for the 
whole truth to filter down, cer­
tainly the Church in all ages has 
believed and taught many fool­
ish things. 

But not the New Testament. 
Bob is shockingly wrong when 
he repudiates man's fallen state. 

As Chesterton said, 'The 
one doctrine of the faith that 
needs no proof, is original sin.' 
From this mistake of Bob's, oth­
ers flow. 

The Jesus Seminar he ap­
proves is now rejected in its find­
ings by top New Testament 
scholars around the world. 

If you want personally to 

read more on this, I can give you 
titles of the best scholars, but 
begin with Meiers' Marginal 
Jesus, which rejects the distinc­
tive teachings of Bob and agrees 
on the minor, as I also do. 

DES. 
Dear Reader 

Below is a portion of a let­
ter that was sent to me. It is a com­
ment regarding a lesson in a re­
cent Bible study pamphlet on 
' near death experiences. 

ROGER. 

This weeks lesson and helps 
for teachers suggests that those 
who have had near-death expe­
riences are unwitting subjects of 
Satan's deception about the state 
of the dead and immortality of the 
soul. As one who has had a 'near­
death ' experience (i.e. leaving my 
body and travelling down a tun­
nel toward a light, and so forth), 
I have never for one moment 
thought of it as anything other 
than a dream, a mental state pro­
duced, possibly, by stress of some 
sort-and that was the opinion of 
my physician as well. 

I certainly never thought 
that it had any kind of reality, 
which would cause me to think I 
actually was approaching my 
loved ones in heaven. In fa ct, the 
loved ones whose affection I felt 
strongly drawn to in the light I 
saw at the end of the tunnel in 
that experience, were alive and 
well at the time I had it! 

The lesson writers, it seems 
to me, have made a straw-man 
out of this matter. That is, I can­
not deny my experience, but to 
suppose that I or other persons 
who have had such experiences, 
necessarily draw the same con­
clusions about what it means­
as our lesson writers have-is 
ridiculous. 

R W AUST. 
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Meets Harry 

Gillian Ford 

R 
obin Eva is a friend of 
Des and Gill Ford. Robin 
knew Des' brother's wife 

when he was just a child. Robin 
lived in Caloundra, so Dr Ford 
had a ready-made friend, who 
helped him unpack the shipping 
container when it arrived from 
the United States. 

Robin loves dogs. I mean he 
really loves dogs. He loves them 
more than people. When Gill asked 
the name of a good vet, Robin said, 
'Harry Stevenson is the best.' 

Jasper was going to a vet al­
ready. He 'd had all his shots, his 
flea medicine, his worm medicine, 
and he wasn't sick. But Gill was a 
bit worried about him. 

When Jasper first came to the 
Fords, he had a number of little sei­
zures. He would gaze into thin air 
and not respond to her hand wav­
ing past his eyes. His head would 
sometimes go wobbly, going round 
and round in little circles. It didn't 
happen a lot. There was also the 
matter of his right ear. 

Jasper's Flicky Ear. 
Jasper's right ear flicked a lot. 

It seemed to bother him much of 
the time. When the ear was rubbed 
it didn't seem to hurt. When you 
looked inside the ear it was quite 
clean and nice. The first vet said 
he didn't have ear mites, if he did 
he would have dirty ears. 

Gill thought it might have 
been fleas. When cats get fleas, 
they often get itchy ears, but Jas­
per had Advantage on, to get rid 
of fleas. So it wasn't that either. 

At night, when Jasper got 
hyper and flew around the room 
like a tornado, his ear got really 
flicky. His head seemed to flick 
about 360 flicks a minute. 

Gill wondered if the irri­
table ear made Jasper bite a lot. 
That's why she took him to Dr 
Harry. 

Harry the Homeopath. 
Gill packed Jasper in the 

cat carrier and put him on the 
front seat of the car where he 
could see her. He didn ' t like 
being in the carrier, even though 
she'd bought a new plastic one 
with a grille on it. 

Jasper just wanted to be 
free to run around in the car. But 
Gill knew that it was dangerous 
to let him out if no one else was 
in the car to hold him. If he ran 
under the seat and got under her 
foot pedals, it could cause an 
accident. So, she left him to 
yowl in the carrier. 

At first, she drove right past 
Harry's office and went about 
five kilometers too far. She turned 
around and came back, found 
the office and took Jasper in. It 
was then that she learned that Dr 
Harry was a homeopathic vet. 

What Homeopaths Do. 
Dr Harry was busy and 

fitted jasper in between patients. 
When Harry called them in, he 
asked Gill what was wrong with 
jasper. She told him how he bit 
a lot. She showed him her 
wrists and ankles telling him 
that the scratches went all the 
way up her leg (Jasper often 
climbed up her leg to get onto 
her shoulder. One time , he 
even jumped from afar and 
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slid down her back with his 
claws out) 

Gill told Harry that she 
thought Jasper had a problem 
with his electricity. She thought 
that Jasper bit a lot because of 
his irritable nerves . She told him 
about the seizures and the 
flicky ear. 

Harry examined Jasper 
closely. He looked into his ears 
with a flashlight. He took the ear 
between his fingers and rubbed 
deeply into the fur. It didn't hurt. 
Then he watched the cat on the 
table. Jasper flicked his ear sev­
eral times Gill said it was much 
worse at night. Harry put jasper 
on the floor. Jasper walked away 
very confidently. 

Harry said, 'Boy, he ' s not 
scared is he? He acts as if he 
owns the place.' 

Gill said, 'Yes, he has a 
real strut.' 

Finding the Remedy 
Harry agreed with Gill that 

Jasper had a wiring problem. He 
thought Jasper did have some 
problem similar to seizures. He 
said this was not an easy disor­
der to help . It might take time 
with trial and error. But once he 
found the right remedy, he was 
confident it would work right 
away and keep on working. 

Gill was glad she had 
come to the homeopath. She 
didn ' t want Jasper on seizure 
medicine that would make him 
sleep all the time-not unless 
it was necessary. 



Homeopaths work quite dif­
ferently to conventional practitio­

ners. Many people think home­
opathy does not work. But Gill 
knew quite a number of people 
who were help by it. In England, 
the Queen and the Royal Family 
use homeopathic remedies a lot. 

In homeopathy, a substance 
is found that creates the sy mp­

toms you have. The substance is 
diluted, (watered down). The 
weaker you make the dilution, the 
more effective the remedy is sup­
posed to be. 

Harry Asks Questions. 
Harry went to look up hi s 

books to find the right remedy 
for Jasper. He kept shouting out 
questions: 'Does he mind having 
hi s paws wet? Does he sleep a lot? 
Does he eat normall y? Does he 
drink water? How much ? 

• 
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The re were many other 
questions that were very specific. 
Gill didn't know all the answers . 

Jasper Takes the Remedy. 
Harry made up a remedy. He 

grasped Jasper's head and poured 
t he re medy down hi s throat. 
Yuck! It was nasty tasting, Jasper 
shook hi s head and wiggled hi s 
tongue, but shortly he stopped 

minding about it. 
Harry made up two other 

remedies. He put the bottles on the 
front counter and told Gill that, 
if the first one didn't work, then 
to try the second in one month 
and the third in two months. 

After a day and a half J as­
per seemed calmer. He didn ' t 

PICTURE 
TO COLOUR 

shake hi s ear as much. G ill had 
to go away so Elenne and he r 
dau ghte rs looked after Jasper. 
Gill heard that Jasper was onl y 
biting and scratchin g occas ion­
ally. He was having wonderful 
fun with Coco. He and Coco had 
been for walks in the park, they 
also played ball in the house. Jas­
per would sit on Coco's ball and 
try to scratch her if she came near. 

Jesus, Remedy for Our Sins. 
We are lik e J aspe r. We 

have a problem and need a rem­
edy. Sometimes, the reason we 
get crabby and mean, is because 

we are s ick. Jesu s unders tand s. 
He knew that we wo uld need 

doctors to help us. One of hi s 
names is The Great Physician . 
It' s good to be healthy so you 
can be nice to others. 

Healthy people and even the 
people who seem to be born nice, 
are still sinners. We all fall short 
of God's g lory. None of us is 
purrrfect (Jasper's spelling for per­
fect). We all need a remedy for sin. 

The only remedy for that is Jesus. 
We accept the perfect life of 

Jesus in place of our sinful li ves, 
and the death of Jesus as a sacri­
fice in payment for our sins. We 
say yes, amen, to all that Jesus 
had done for us. We ask him to 

stand in our place. We accept this 
g ift by fa ith-the ha nd that 
reaches out to take salvation . 

When we take the remedy 
that Jesus offers, he fixes our elec­

tricity and calms us down. He 

takes our cares on him and tells 
us not to anxious about anything. 
Jesus becomes the center of our 
own lives and peace begins. 

Jesus tells us that the peace 
and calm he gives us is not like 
the world gives. It's a peace that 
works, even in trouble and strife. 
Around us, li fe is often crazy, but 
with Jesus at the center of our 
lives, the storms are calmed and 

our hearts can be at peace.* 

Where would You Find: 
1. The creation story 

2. The Good Samaritan story. 
3. The Prodigal Son. 

4. Daniel and the lions. 
5. Noah and the flood. 
(Answers page 9.) 
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Peter John Lawson (23 May 1944 - 12 July 2001 '-' - ,_ 1~>t,\/ , _ _) 

P eter was a very special 
Christian. He was loyal 
without reserve to his 

God, his family, his church and 
his friends. He was an active 
church leader, a professor of 
chemistry at the University of 
Rockhampton, and with Jane 
and family, host of those who 
loved the gospel. 

Peter and I spent many, 
many hours in fellowship-in his 
home, his office; on bicycles and 
walking, as well as in the many 
gospel meetings he chaired at the 
university while I spoke. 

A man apparently free of 
vices, he overflowed with vir­
tues. He was a good husband 
without peer- Jane to him was 
not just his spouse but his best 
friend and mate. Each of his chit-
dren was equally precious to him 
and the object of intimate care 
and prayer. He was a respected 
father, engaging with, and en­
couraging his children in recre­
ational, manual, spiritual and 
social activities. He was a very 
precious friend who could al­
ways be counted on. 

Beneath the Cross 
of Jesus 
In his book, Beneath the Cross 
of Jesus, A. Leonard Griffith tells 
the story of a young Korean ex­
change student, a leader in 
Christian circles at the Univer­
sity of Pennsylvania. The stu­
dent left his apartment one 
evening in April to mail a letter 
to his parents. As he turned from 
the mail-box , he was met by 
eleven leather-jacketed teenage 
boys. Without a word, they beat 
him with a blackjack, a lead pipe 
and their shoes and fists, Ieav-

Peter had no fear of death. 
He knew and loved the gospel 
(that we were all justified, died, 
and rose again in our Represen­
tative). He knew that we had 
been ruined without our partici­
pation, in the first Adam, but re­
deemed again without our par­
ticipation, in the second Adam. 
He taught many in the church 
that we are saved by faith 
alone-though the faith that 
saves is never alone. Not by faith 
plus works, but by a faith that 
works, we receive salvation. He 
knew that the standing of every 
committed Christian was one 
hundred percent 'complete in 
Christ,' 'accepted in the Beloved,' 
though our state is never perfect. 

'Higher than the highest 
human thought can reach is 
God's ideal for his children.' If 
our thoughts cannot reach that 
ideal, how much we always need 
(and receive) grace. Peter had the 
verdict of the last judgement as 
soon as he understood John 5:24 
and Romans 3: 19-31. He had 
eternal life that very moment. 

Believers never say 'goodbye' 

ing him lying dead in the gutter. 
All of Philadelphia cried out for 
vengeance. The district attorney 
planned to seek the death pen­
alty for the arrested youths. And 
then, the following letter arrived, 
signed by the boy's parents and 
twenty other relatives in Korea: 
'Our family has met together and 
we have decided to petition that 
the most generous treatment pos­
sible, within the laws of your 
government be given to those 
who have committed this crimi­
nal action .. . In order to give evi­
dence of our sincere hope con-

8 The Good Newsletter Issue No 5 2001 

for the last~/ ,,,~\,", ~:; 
time. We shall \ 
see and embrace 
him again. Meanwhile, our prayers 
mingle with our love for Jane and 
family, hi s brothers, sisters and 
other dear ones. 

'The good that men do, 
lives after them.' 'Blessed are the 
dead who die in the Lord; they 
rest from their labour, and their 
deeds do follow them.' 

'Behold I show you a mys­
tery; we shall not all sleep, but 
we shall all be changed, in a 
moment in the twinkling of an 
eye, at the last trump; for the 
trumpet shall sound and the 
dead shall be raised incorrupt­
ible, and we shall be changed. 

For this corruptible must 
put on incorruption and this 
mortal must put on immortality. 
So when this corruptible shall 
have put on incorruption, and 
this mortal shall have put on im­
mortality, then shall be brought 
to pass this saying that is writ­
ten, death is swallowed up in vic­
tory.' (1 Corinthians 15:51-54) 

-Desmond Ford 

tained in this petition, we have 
decided to save money to start a 
fund to be used for the religious, 
educational, vocational and so­
cial guidance of the boys when 
they are released ... We have 
dared to express our hope with 
a spirit received from the gospel 
of our Saviour Jesus Christ who 
died for our sins.' 
When you forgive, you are no 
longer a victim but a victor. To 
love and forgive is to set a pris­
oner free . . . and discover the 
prisoner was you! 
(Matt.6:14-15) - TonyValentino. 



News 
of 
Ron 

\ 
and 

\ 
Carme 

Ron and Carmen Allen ar­
rived in Australia on the 8th of 
August and hope to go back to 
the USA around the 17th Sep­
tember 200 1 (prov idin g their 
green card comes through in 
time .) This is the second time 
they have travelled between the 
States and Australia th is year, as 
Ron is committed to both the 
GNU office in Auburn, Cali for­
nia and the Tweed Heads office, 
NSW. 

Ron and Carmen have en­
joyed getti ng to know the fo lk 
in the US and felt more at home 
over there the last time around. 
They say that they have been 
made to feel very welcome. 

GNU will hold it's Annual 
General Meeting on the 16th 
September with a Board Meet­
ing followi ng. Ron and Carmen 
leave for the States a day or so 
after these meetings. 

The following is an inter­
view between Ron Allen and 
Roy Gee concerning meetings 
held recently by Ron in Lan­
gley, British Columbia, 
Canada. Carmen went with 
him. The meetings were held in 
a lecture hall at Trinity West­
ern University. 

(Answers from page 7.) 

1. Beginning of Genesis. 
2. Luke 10. 
3. Luke 15. 
4. Daniel 6. 

, 5. Genesis chapters 6-7 

Where is Langley, Ron? 
You drive north from 

Sacremento on 1-5 as far as you 
can go-right to the Canadian 

• border. Then you carefully scru­
' tinize the instructions that have 
i been given over the phone by 

Dan Ericson. You cross the bor­
der and drive ten miles. And there 
it is, about forty miles out of 
Vancouver, B C. 

Were there many there? 
For our GNU meetings, 

about forty gospe l-believers, I 
didn't actually count. About the 
same as our Auburn Fellowship 
on a good day. 

The meetings were held on a 
University campus? 

Yes, a lovely campus, beau­
tifully wooded. Trinity Western 
university is a privately funded 
Christian liberal arts university 
with 2,850 students this year. The 
campus is adjacent to Fort Lan­
gley, an historical landmark on 
the Fraser River. 

What was your teaching topic? 
I used some updated mate­

rial on the Gospel of Luke from 
one of our GNU Bible Schools in 
Auburn. 

Th ere's a hymn I love by 
Frederick Faber, 'There 's a Wide­
ness in God's Mercy.' My read­
ing of Luke is that God's mercy 
is wide indeed. 'For the love of 
God is broader than the measure 
of man's mind, and the heart of 
the Eternal is most wonderfully 
kind.' 

Luke is inclusive. Not in the 
sense of teaching that everyone 
will be saved at last, rather, in the 
sense that what Christ did for us, 
he did for all. No one is excluded 
from the love of God in Christ. 
No one is outside the circle of sal­
vation. Salvation is truly free, 
and there for the taking. 

How was the trip itself? 
I drove all the way, about 

1,800 miles. Here in the USA, 
you have to drive all the time. 
In Australia, you can drive for 
miles without seeing another 
car. On 1-5 there was a car in 
front and a car behind and 
maybe a huge truck beside us 
all the way. No dozing! 

Carmen stayed awake the 
whole trip . Once or twice she 
helped me avoid running over 
people walking on the highway 

We loved the country. Mt. 
Shasta was awe-inspiring, also 
the cascades. The whole expe­
n ence was very good. 

Thank you Ron. 

Molly's Haircut 

Molly Brown, Good 
News Unlimited USA, secre­
tary, receptioni st and leader of 
the children's program, had her 
hair cut! 

Molly had 13 inches of 
hair, weighing 4 ounces, cut off 
and donated it to Wigs for Kids. 
(www.wigsforkids.org) 

Wigs For Kids uses the hair 
as replacement for cancer pa­
tients who lose their hair dur­
ing chemotherapy, or from 
other medical conditions . 

Molly grew her hair over 
two years for her special project. 
We are so proud of her! She is 
happy to have shorter hair now. 

-Roy Gee 
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GNU Aust: goodnews@coolgold.com.au 

Ron Allen: ronallen@goodnewsun limited.org M ii 
Free Ezine: FreEzine@telstra.easymail.com.au e a 
Chairman: patandroger@telstra.easymail.com.au 

Good News Unlimited 
Mission Statement 

Christians united in offering to 
all meaning and direction in 
their lives by a knowledge of 
God's encounter with human­
ity through his Son, Jesus 
Christ. 

Treasurer: tedman@coolgold .com.au 
The Good Newsletter: patandroger@telstra.easymaiI.com.au 

GNU Media Technician: hartley@telstra.easymail.com.au 

GNU Website design: grobins@westconnect.com.au 

GNU USA: gnu@goodnewsunlimited .org 

Websites 
GNU USA: www.goodnewsunlimited.org 

GNU Aust: www.goodnewsunlimited.org.au 

Goodchat: www.goodnewsunlimited.org 

We invite your comments on our pages. 

Tape of the Month 
An excellent gift that lasts all year. Give a loved 
one a twelve month subscription to TOM. Jus 
$75.00 for twelve audio cassettes. Each 
month a new tape will arrive to challenge and 
enrich your life, or that of a loved one, when you 
subscribe to TOM. 

When you order your subscription men­
tion this advertisement and receive for 
just $5.00 extra a presentation case 

In view of it's history, GNU recognises 

a special duty to assist Seventh-day 

Adventists in their journey of spiri­

tual discovery and growth . 

...Q~"%~"""~ 

/:/t:~· ·: TiMe Ou~ 
"ttie Way to Happiness 
Keep your heart free from hate, your 
mind from worry. Live simply, expect 
little, give much. Fill your life with 
love. Scatter sunshine. Forget self, 
think of others. Do as you would be 
done by. 
Try this for a week and you will be 
surprised. 

RADIO 
OUTREACH 

to house the tapes as they arrive each OPAL FM 89.7 Lightning Ridge NSW 

month. Phn. 0268 292976 (Tony Fitzgerald) . 

12 Months subscription to TOM with RADIO RHEMA TAMWORTH NSW 

presentation case: $75.00 plus $5.00 Phn. 02 67612360 (Karen Barter). 

"-:::::=============:::-------' RADIO RHEMA CENTRAL COAST 
Gosford NSW Phn. 043248525 (Mark 

CHRISTIAN 
SINGLES 

Any single can join. All ages 
~~~- and denominations welcome 

Send for free 
colour brochure 

Ph/Fax: (02) 4955 5445 

Or write to: PO Box 122 WAUSEND 2287 

Website: www.christiansingles.com.au 
eMail: singles@christiansingles.com.au 

10 The Good Newsletter Issue No 5 2001 

Roberts) 



MAXLUCADO 

HEciihsE 
TH~NAILS 

i;/I"'' 
~ 

Free Ea•ne 
Now with a free Gift with every issue 

GNU produces a free monthly email magazine (FreEzine), featuring 

se lections from Good News Australia and the Good Newsletter, 

plus snippets of Christian news from around the world; advance 

information on GNU seminars, book promotions etc. Also included 

are notes from our website chat line, helpful hints, Christian humour, 

recipes, books and Christian website reviews . 

To su bscribe to Free Ezine, send a blank eMail to: 
FreEzine@telstra.ea5ymail. com.au and type subscribe on the 

subject line. You can un-subscribe at anytime. Any suggestions, 

material or letters to the Editor that you may like to send, should be 

addressed to : hartley@telstra.easymail.com .au 

GNU Fellowships 
When visiting interstate or in New Zealand, you 

may like to know where to worship. 

Adelaide: Phn.088 3224118 Adelaide meets each week 

and once a month they enjoy a fe llowship lunch. 

New Zealand: Phn. 0011 09 8270070 

A WINE-SOAKED SPONGE. A SIGN. 

Perth: Phn. 08 94585469 Meets monthly, on the second 

Saturday of the month, followed by a basket lunch . 

Gold Coast: Phn. 07 55355329 No meetings until 

further notice TWO CROSSES BESIDE CHRIST. 

There were no accidents that day. Jesus' Hervey Bay: Pim. 07 41 28 126 1 . Meets once a month at 

' Dan-Dinna House' 459 Boat Harbour Drive, Torquay 
QLD. For further information contact Evelyn O'Grady. 

last moments were not left up to 
chance. God chose the path; he se­
lected the nails . Our Lord planted the 
trio of crosses and painted the sign. 
God was never more sovereign than in 
the details of the death of his Son. 
'!did it for you. I did it all for you. ' 

r--------------------~ 

$ 13. 95 PLUS pp&h 

NOTICEBOARD 

Dr Desmond Ford 
3rd Friday of the month 

Christ in all the Scriptures 
Alexanders Restaurant at the 

Metropolitan Motor Inn 
106 Leichardt Street, 
Spring Hill, Brisbane. 

Corner of Upper Edward Street. 
(There is parking under the Motor Inn) 

Eat breakfast while Des speaks. 
Cost $13.50 

(No cost if not eating.) 

Order form 
Cat No. Title 

1HCOOO 1 He Chose the Nai ls 

September 2001 

Cost 

.... ..... 13.95 each 

I 
Qty Total I 

I 
. ........ 1 

2MTM003 Men's convention - audios .... ..... 12.00 set.. ..............................• 
3MTMOOI Men 's convention - video .......... 17.50 each. ...... ... . .... ... . . 
2RNOOO 1 Radio cassette Catalogue .................. 0.00 each. .... . .... .... ...... 1 
New Subs. Tape Of month 200 !. .... ................ 75.00 per annum... . .......... ..• 
Free Good News Resource Catalogue ............... 0.00 each ...... ...... ...... ... ....... . 
Subs. to GNA Mag. & News/L .. .. 25 .00 Aust & 35.00 pa, O'seas . ....... ...... 1 
Donation to GNU outreach .. ..... .......... ............ .... ................. .. .. . .. ....... . 

TOTAL I 
Orders under $40.00 - $4.95 PP&H (on books only) I 
Orders over $40.00 - $7.95 PP&H (on books only) I 
Name ..... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .... .. ..... ... ... ....... ... .. .. .. .... ... ... ....... ..... ...... ............ .... .. .... .. ........ .... 1 
Address ... .. ... .. .. ... .... ... ... .. .... ...... .. ... .. ..... ... .. .. ... .... ... ... ..... .. . Postcode .................. ............ .......... 1 
Phone ......... ....... ...... .............. ... .. .. I 

I Fax ............. .. .. ... .. .................... .................. . 
~~~~~~~~~~~----. • 

Bankcard/Mastercard/Visa no. I I : 
I 

Signature ....................... ......... .. .... .......... ........... Expiry .... .... ........ .. .... ........... . . 

Return form to: Good News Unlimited, PO Box 6788 : 
(2/54-60 Industry Drive) South Tweed Heads NSW 2486 I 

The meeting finishes about 8:15am ---------------L--------------------.1 
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Mt. Tamborine 
Men's Convention July 2001 

Men - Getting it 
all Together 

1. How to Have an Effective Men's Ministry in your Local 
Church. 
2. Man - the Husband 
3. Stress - Living Above your Circumstances. 
4. Sharing Christ in the Market Place. 
5. Men Discipling Men. 

Video $17.50 (# 3MTM001) 
2 Audio cassettes $12.00 set (# 2MTM003) 

THE GOOD ttfWSlOTER 
Print Post approved - pp606803/0005 

SURFACE 
MAIL 

POSTAGE 

PAID 

AUSTRALIA 

Changed your address? Please advise of any change of address to ensure regular copies of 
The Good Newsletter. Please return old label and your new address details. 

Editor: ........................ Roger Jones 
Typesetter: .......... Patricia Tedman 
Printer: ............ Spartan Press WA 

Good News Unlimited is an evangeli ­
cal, nonprofit organisation, dedicated 
to proclaiming the everl ast ing gospel. 
GNU is not a church, and does not seek 
to proselyti se, but does believe in and 
enco urage local church involvement. 
The ministry of GNU includes radio 
presentations, preaching appointments, 
public seminars and the dispersal of au­
dio and video cassettes, also literature, 
emphasizing the atonement of Christ. 
Editor: ..... Roger Jones 07 55245040 
C hairman:Roger Jones .07 55245040 
Pr Ron Allen: ............. 07 55245040 

Zone I Western Austral ia 
Zone 2 Sth Aust. Vic. Tas 
Zone 3 Sth NSW 
Zone 4 
Zone 5 
Zone 6 

Greater Sydney 
Raymond Tce-Taree 
NE NSW & 
SE QLD 

Directory 
Wil li am Sinclair 08 9458 5469 Fax 08 936 10867 
Bruce Johansen 03 5381 1330 
Roger Jones 07 5524 5040 Fax 07 55245040 
Clem Moss 02 9629 84 76 
Ro lf Kempf 02 4983 1132 
Aenid Pettingill 07 5523 3479 
Lyndon Schultz 07 3262 9229 

GNU Aust: 2/54-60 Industry Drive. Sth Tweed Heads NSW 2486 . (PO Box 6788) 
Phone: 07 55245040 Fax: 07 55245900 eMail: goodnews@coolgo ld .com.au 
Websi tc: www.goodnewsunlim ited .org.au 
USA Office: I 17 10 Ed ucation St. Auburn CA 95603 - 2499 USA. 
Website : www.goodnewsunlimited.org 
Canadian Office: 57 Virgi lwood Drive , Willowdale , Ontario . M2R 2B5 Canada. 
NZ Office: 52 Kohekohe St. , New Lynn Auckland 7 NZ. 

Free six months trial subscription to Good News Australia and The Good News­
letter for new readers, please send name and address of friends, neighbours or 

re latives who you think would enjoy these publicat ions. 
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