


EDITORIA

his year we are starting three

new features in our Good

News Unlimited magazine.
Doug Martin has a fascinating series
on ‘The Prayers of the Apostle Paul’.
I shall be presenting a series on my
favourite book in the Bible—the Gos-
pel of John—and we shall also fea-
ture a short item each month on little
known facts in the Bible entitled, ‘Did
You Know?’

The theme for our Good News
Unlimited magazine this month is
“The truth’. Life depends upon know-
ing the truth. Every doctor knows he
can’t fix a problem until he knows what
the problem is. If a man, who has a
heart problem is treated for indiges-
tion, his problem is not solved, it is
exacerbated, because the truth of his
ailment has not been discerned.

Back in October, 2003, I went to
my doctor because I was having tre-
mendous night sweats. [ sweated so
profusely each night that my pyjamas,

pillow and bedding were saturated.
Because the glands on my neck were
swollen the doctor suspected that I
had some form of glandular fever and
sent me away for a blood test, which
proved to be negative.

A few days later, while out on
my daily walk with Rosemary and our
dog, 1 was unable to get back home
because | was so weak. By this time
the glands around my neck had swol-
len up so much it appeared that I had
mumps. Again [ went to the doctor who
was still convinced that I had glandu-
lar fever. He sent me away for another
blood test, which was also negative.

A few nights later I woke up at
2.00am in excruciating pain. My liver
was so swollen that each breath,
which brought my diaphragm into
contact with it, caused me agony.
After the night-doctors at the hospi-
tal had run some tests on me, one of
them asked, ‘Have you been engag-
ing in any at-risk behaviours?’ ‘No,’ I
weakly smiled, [ haven’t. There must
be some other cause.’

When a subsequent scan re-
vealed a mass of tumours on my liver
and spleen, a doctor told me that I
probably had lymphoma, i.e. cancer of
the lymphatic system. They would
confirm it after removing one of the
lymph nodes from my neck. Later,
when I asked what they had discov-
ered, he replied, “We didn’t discover
anything because the lymph node was

necrotic.” ‘What’s necrotic?’ [ asked.
‘Dead! Rotten! The cancer had de-
stroyed it. Never mind, we will drill a
hole in your pelvis and extract some
bone marrow. We will find some cells
there which will reveal what type of
cancer you have.’

After the operation [ asked, ‘Did
you discover what you were looking
for.” ‘I’m afraid not,” he admitted. ‘We
had five attempts at extracting some
bone marrow, but couldn’t find any.
The cancer has destroyed it all. We
did, however, find two cells which may
give us the answer we are looking for.”
And, fortunately for me, they found
what they were looking for. Once they
knew the truth of my ailment, they
were able to begin life-saving treat-
ment immediately. And it was free!

The Bible reveals the truth
about our condition; we are sinners
and the wages of sin is death. But
the Divine Physician not only diag-
noses our problem, he has the cure
for it—and it is free. While ‘the
wages of sin is death, the gift of God
is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord’
(Rom. 6:23). “All have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God’ but, ‘are
justified freely by his grace through
the redemption that came by Jesus
Christ” (Rom. 3:23).
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truth, 1t is there
e

ruth is like a diamond. It is rare, beautiful

before we are. Truth is reality. And we as Christians

believe we have an insight into reality (truth) through the Word of God.
O o O
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and valuable. We do not create

Truth is like valuable diamonds to be dug from the pages of God’s
Word. In this brief article we look at how that digging should be done.

THE BIBLE

Christians believe that God has inspired these
sacred writings and providentially preserved them
through the vicissitudes of history. In some mysteri-
ous way God has worked on persons and communi-
ties to produce this remarkable body of literature. I
firmly believe that God has been involved in the pro-
duction, collection and preservation of the Bible in a
way he has not with any other collection of writings.

So it is to this vast and diverse compilation of
sacred works we turn in our attempt to understand
truth. Realizing that this is a step of faith (but a rea-
sonable one) and that these ancient writings do not
pretend to address every issue of which the human
mind can conceive, we seek to discover what God
has revealed of himself, of humankind, of sin and sal-
vation and of the world we live in.

It is a tragedy that this Bible, which is so crucial
in our quest for truth, is not only the most used book
in the world, but also the most abused. Too often the
Bible has not been studied in a proper manner and
persons have come to it with their expectations al-
ready determined, seeking only certification for pre-
conceived opinions.

DISCOVERING THE ORIGINAL MEAN-
ING OF THE TEXT
The task of Bible study involves two major steps.

First, one must discover the original meaning of the
text. Once this has been done one must then ask the
question, ‘How is this text, with the meaning we have
discovered, relevant to me today?’ But the second
step depends upon the competent completion of the
first one.

So, how do we discover the original meaning of
the text? It is very rare that one can rightly under-
stand a text (we use this word to refer to a verse, a
paragraph or a larger segment) without careful con-
sideration of its context. It has been said that a text
without a context, is a pretext. None of us would feel
comfortable giving another the right to lift a sentence
at random out of our personal correspondence and
cite it as truth. Yet we act as if the biblical writers
have given us such a freedom. Statements that are
true in context may be untrue out of context.

Frequently, a text removed from its context has
an unclear meaning or a wrong meaning. Those of us
who take Bible study seriously, will want to pay care-
ful respect to the context; the context frequently ex-
tends to the entire book being studied, not simply a
verse either side.

As one studies a passage one must take careful
note of its literary form. It helps a great deal to estab-
lish meaning if one is aware of whether the literature
is prose, poetry, vision, apocalyptic, drama, myth,
prophecy, parable, letter, etc. Each literary form will




have its own unique characteristics and these will be
influential in determining meaning.

For example, a letter must be considered as an
occasional piece of literature, directed to a specific
situation, at a particular time. As such, it may refer to
particular practices or beliefs that are relevant to that
historical situation. From our distance, some of these
things may appear difficult to comprehend. In 1
Corinthians 6:12 Paul writes, ‘All things are lawful
unto me, but all things are not expedient’ (KJV). Later
versions (e.g., RSV, NIV) put the first half of the
statement in quote marks, indicating that there were
some Corinthians who were saying, ‘All things are
lawful.” Understanding that this is a letter and that
Paul is responding to a specific situation, philosophy
helps us understand that Paul is not saying all things
are lawful, he is citing others’ convictions, which he
proceeds to argue against with his qualification, ‘not
everything is beneficial” (NIV).

Absolutely critical to the whole study of a text
is an attempt to understand its historical setting. For
example, the interpretation of Daniel 8:14, ‘For two
thousand and three hundred evenings and mornings;
then the Sanctuary shall be restored to its rightful
state’ is affected by the following facts that grow out
of'its context and historical setting: (i) It was written
by Daniel, a Jew in exile in Babylon; (ii) The Jewish
Sanctuary was in ruins in Jerusalem; (iii) The book
was originally addressed to and read by Jews, and
only later by Christians; (iv) The cleansing is neces-
sary because of the devastating work of the ‘little
horn’ (see 8:9-13); (v) The ‘little horn” was a Greek
power emerging from one of the four divisions in
Alexander the Great’s empire; (vi) The prophet looked
forward to a time of terrible persecution of Israel, a
desecration of the temple in Jerusalem and then its
restoration some three years later. If one removes
the text from its context and its historical setting in
Israel, one can then try to make the text say what-
ever one pleases.

It could almost go without saying, that since the
Bible was written in ancient languages (Hebrew, Ara-
maic, Greek), a careful grammatical study must ac-
company every serious attempt to interpret a text.
Generally this is abundantly clear in English transla-
tion. Checking a few modern translations can usually
verify just the right wording for the text.

DISCOVERING A TEXT’S RELEVANCE
FOR TODAY

When we speak about finding a text’s relevance
for today we are not speaking about injecting new,
illegitimate meanings into old texts. We refer to the
process of translating an ancient statement into a mod-

ern situation, drawing parallels and learning lessons,
all of which by necessity can only be by way of anal-
ogy. In speaking of parts of Old Testament history
Paul put it this way, ‘these things ... were written
down for our instruction’ (1 Cor. 10:11). We must dis-
cover the eternal truths in Scripture and profit from
the examples of those who have gone before us.

Paul says, “Whether you [the Corinthian church]
eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of
God’ (1 Cor. 10:31). He is addressing the Corinthian
believers, but Christians are immediately struck by
the fact, that if this ancient church was to seek God’s
glory in all their behaviour, so too should we. The state-
ment has an eternal, universal ring to it. The very
next sentence has a completely different note. ‘Give
no offence to Jews or to Greeks’ (v. 32). But few of
us have difficulty extracting the principle from this
text even if we do not know a Jew or a Greek. These
are the processes we must go through to discover the
relevance of the text for today.

One final point on this: It is quite fallacious to
say regarding prophecy, that unless it predicts events
in our day it is not relevant. Most prophecy predicts
events prior to the Twentieth Century. Nevertheless,
the prophetic passages carry a message for today.
They may contain warnings, promises, affirmations
of God’s superintendence of history, assurances of
the termination of evil, etc. Prophecy need not be pre-
dicting events of today for it to be relevant.

THE VALUE OF STUDY AIDS

We will get the greatest value from the Bible
when we stop reading it and start studying it. Much
of value can be gleaned from even a casual reading,
but real profit is possible only through a concentrated,
intensive study of God’s Word.

At this point we can learn immeasurably from
the wisdom of others in the body of Christ who have
studied the text before us. Many are intimidated by
Bible scholarship; some even think that formal stu-
dents of God’s Word are more likely to be wrong than
right! This retreat into medieval ignorance is inexcus-
able. Scholars are not inevitably right, but surely God
may use them and answer their prayers for guidance
and insight, in the same way as we trust he will an-
swer ours. We need to recognize that the gifts of in-
sight, knowledge and teaching that God has placed in
the church—in the form of scholars and their publi-
cations—are there for the upbuilding of the whole
body of Christ. To ignore them is to place ourselves
in danger of being deceived by the fanatic, the fool
and the fraud.

Study aids come in many forms and each of us
will find those that suit us best. There are commentar-
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ies, biblical theologies, thematic studies, Bible study
guides, CDs, DVDs, Internet programmes, seminars,
magazines, journals, reference works (e.g.. atlases,
dictionaries, concordances, etc), and so forth. We don’t
need to study in isolation—though at times we will want
to. Often the available study aids will clarify, simplify
and explain in a way we never could have done for
ourselves. The purpose of such aids is not to add to
Scripture, but to make its inherent meaning clear and
relevant.

CONCLUSION

Our study of the Bible will soon reveal that parts
of'it are richer in diamonds than others. While all of it
is inspired, not all parts are equally valuable for our
needs. Despite the value of 2 Chronicles, few would
find it as significant in their spiritual lives as, say, the
Gospel of John. Some parts of Scripture address more
directly the vital issues of life. Our personal study
should concentrate on those passages that allow the
Spirit to speak to issues of importance in our lives.

A true study will also reveal that the Bible is

“{he King James Version of Mark 9:3
mentions a ‘fuller.” It says of the cloth-
: ~L ing that Jesus wore on the Mount of
Transfiguration, ‘His raiment became shining,
. exceeding white as snow; so as no fuller on
| earth can white them.” What is this ‘fuller’?
| Back in Anglo-Saxon times, people were of-
il ten named after their trades or professions. Thus
i John the farmer became known as John Farmer,
| Sam the baker became known as Sam Baker, Pe-
B ter the gold smith became known as Peter Gold-
# smith, and Josh the fuller became known as Josh
Fuller.
| So what does a fuller do? The Hebrew word
i that describes a fuller’s work is kabas, meaning
§ to wash’ (Mal. 3:2), and the Greek word is
8 gnapheus, meaning ‘cloth dresser’ (Mark 9:3).
Fullers washed, bleached and dressed cloth.
) A fuller was a launderer who worked for a
¥ large portion of his day up to his knees in stinking
# human urine—seriously. On a regular basis the
fuller’s assistants would collect pots of urine from
i outside homes in the city. This was such a valuable
§ commodity in the time of the early Church the Ro-

Christocentric. Sterile exegesis which does not dis-
cover Christ as the heart of the New Testament is
useless. There is life only in Christ and a reading of
the New Testament that does not find Christ on ev-
ery page is lifeless indeed.

An objective, systematic study of passages; rec-
ognizing their historical and literary contexts, will be
most rewarding. Chiam Potok, an American novelist,
would be horrified if we tried to explain his works by
recourse to some interpretive code found in one of
Shakespeare’s plays. We, too, must resist the temp-
tation to play textual leapfrog, hopping carelessly
through the wonderful pages of God’s Word. We must
treat these valuable books with much greater integ-
rity than that, studying each book as a unit in itself.

The task of Bible study is not to prove our preju-
dices. It is to discover the diamonds and see them
sparkle. When we discard our preconceived opinions
and allow God to use his Word as a sword, we will
learn the true value of this rich and diverse mine that
God has left us to dig. And these diamonds are free!

mans put a tax on it. This putrid urine was emptied §
into a large vat in which clothing to be cleaned was
trampled underfoot by the fuller and his assistants.
The ammonia produced by the urine made their §
eyes water, but there was nothing better in those §
days for drawing grease out of the clothes. Urine
was particularly good for removing the lanolin from
new woollen garments, thus creating the cleanest,
softest cloth.

The fuller also used alkali, potash, soda, sul- |
phur fumes and herbs in the washing and bleach- §
Ing process. :

Because of its offensive odour, a fuller’s busi- §
ness was usually located in the open, outside the
city. It was also situated near a spring or aqueduct
because it needed large quantities of water. It was §
for this reason that the city laundry for Jerusalem,
known as the ‘fuller’s field” or the ‘washerman’s
field’, was set up next to the conduit that came from
the Gihon fountain in the Kidron Valley (2 Kgs. 18:17;
Isa. 7:3;36:2).
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THE TANGARAKAUDIVERSION

Rosemary and I had travelled up the ‘Forgotten World
Highway’ between Stratford in Taranaki and Taumarunui
in the King Country—one of the remotest but most pictur-
esque back-country areas on New Zealand’s North Island.
That road crossed five saddles over steep ranges that sweep
down mainly from the north-west. Our destination for the
summer holidays was Tangarakau, once a railway settle-
ment of some 1200 people, with a village, coal mine and
two teacher school, but now having a permanent popula-
tion of just four people.

The ruggedness of this country is attested by the
fact that the railway line adjacent to the road passes through
twenty-four tunnels in just eighty-six kilometres of track.
While camped at Tangarakau we were told that there was a
good hike over the ridge that railway tunnel number eight
went through. This tunnel was dug from both ends, and in
order to get the men and machinery to the other side of the
ridge, a bush railway was constructed over the ridge from
the left-hand side of the line.

A cutting was made up the western side of the ridge
and in this cutting were laid the tracks for the wagons that
would be pulled up and over with cables. At the top was a
siding along the crest of the ridge, and then another cutting
was made for the bush railway down the far side of the ridge.

Rosemary and I decided that we’d follow the route
of'the old bush railway over the ridge. With our Jack Russell,
Mitzi, out front and a good lunch in our pack, we set off
along the main railroad from the remnants of the old town-
ship of Tangarakau. We crossed the bridge over the river
and at the tunnel entrance we could see that the tunnel
had a bend in it about forty metres in, where the tunnellers
had to change direction to avoid a river of ancient semi-
liquid sea mud. We didn’t go into the tunnel, but turned
left at the entrance and followed a track, at right angles to

Ritchie Way

the line, that went a short way up a valley to a dam that
once supplied the steam locomotives with water. From there
we could see the cutting, that went up the ridge parallel to
the main railway line.

We set off up the cutting, now minus rails and sleep-
ers. It was a very steep climb up one side and down the
other. Much of our journey was assisted by swinging on
supplejack vines that hung from the trees and tree roots
that bulged out of the sides of the cutting. Due to the
steepness of the ridge our trip took longer than expected,
but eventually we came out at the line on the other side.
It was now only a matter of turning right and returning
home via tunnel number eight.

Before leaving the camp-ground we had ascertained
that there wouldn’t be any trains on the line before nine
that evening. However, we were to watch out for a rail
service vehicle, which checked the line every day for slips
and tree falls, etc. This vehicle, which travelled on the
rails, could be expected at any time.

It was a beautiful day, with a bright blue sky spotted
with just a few small cumulous clouds. The pristine unmilled
native forest that surrounded us went inland for many
kilometres. Here we were in a remote paradise without a
worry. The nearest traffic was many miles away, we were
out of range of any cell phone tower and the only sounds
were the songs of tuis and bell birds echoing in our narrow
valley. All was well with the world, or it was, until we came
down the far side of the ridge to the railway line.

We had climbed over the ridge through a cutting to
the left of the railway line that ran through tunnel number
eight. All we had to do now was turn right onto the railway
line and we would be on the homeward stretch. But when
we turned right the tunnel entrance was out of sight around
a bend. However, when we turned left there was a tunnel
less than one hundred metres away with number 8 painted
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high on the left side of the entrance. We knew tunnel eight
had a bend in it about forty metres from the far end, so we
went closer to check it out. Sure enough, we couldn’t see
the tunnel exit at the far end, but we could see light down
there, which indicated that the entrance wasn’t too far from
the bend. And, according to what we had been told, this
was the only tunnel on the line with a bend like that in it.

To put it mildly, we were totally mystified. How could
we have climbed over a cutting that was on the left of the
railway line and parallel to it, then come back to the railway
line to find that the tunnel was down the line on our left
instead of up on our right? I reasoned that in order to get
home we had to keep travelling in a clockwise direction. If
we changed direction now and went anticlockwise we would
be travelling away from Tangarakau, not towards it.

‘But,” protested Rosemary, ‘this tunnel is number
eight tunnel! That’s what it says.’

‘Yes,” I admitted. But then, as an after-thought, I
added, ‘But that may not be the tunnel number. In fact it
has to be something else, because if we go that way we’ll
end up at Taumarunui.’

‘What about the bend at the other end of the tunnel?
Only tunnel eight has a bend like that.’

‘That’s what we have been told, but the person who
told us is obviously wrong, because this tunnel has a bend
in it just like number eight. Come on, let’s go up the line to
the next tunnel and you will see that I am right.’

So we turned around and set off up the line. The fact
that it was quite some distance to the next tunnel was
disturbing enough, but when we got there we could clearly
see the opening at the other end; there was no bend in it.
Besides, the tunnel entrance had a number 9 painted on it.
But, in spite of the fact that this tunnel had no bend in it
and that it was number nine tunnel and that it was a long
way from the ridge we had climbed over, I was so certain
we were going in the right direction I decided to go through
the tunnel by myself to see if I could find the track we had
taken up to the old dam at the other end.

Before setting off into the tunnel I put my ear on the
rail. I couldn’t hear any screeching of flanges or rumbling
of the approaching rail service vehicle, so started my trek
through it. I hadn’t gone far when I realised I couldn’t see
even my hand, let alone where I was walking. All I could do
was focus on the light at the other end, and head for it.
When I finally exited at the other end I hunted back and
forth for the track we had taken up through the bush to the
dam, but there was no sign of it. I was totally
discombobulated. How could we possibly get lost on a
single railway line? It didn’t make sense.

When I entered and exited the tunnel I noticed an
alcove in the wall where one could take refuge should a train
come along. But further in these alcoves were impossible to
see in the darkness, so, before retracing my track back through
the tunnel to Rosemary, I cut a long toitoi (bulrush) stick
that I could drag along the wall to indicate where the al-
coves were. After listening to the rail again, [ set off on my
one kilometre return journey through the tunnel.

Back in daylight we sat down to consider the facts. It
was Rosemary who came up with a theory that seemed to

provide the answer we were looking for.

‘We have been assuming,’ she said, ‘that the cutting
we used to climb over the ridge, travelled parallel to the
railway line in the tunnel. If that was the case, tunnel num-
ber eight should have been on our right; but it wasn’t. On
the other hand, if the cutting for the bush railway crossed
diagonally over the top of the railway tunnel, it would have
come down on the right-hand side of'the line instead of the
left, in which case we should have turned left to get home.’

Suddenly ‘the lights came on.” Here was a theory
that made sense of the facts. So, feeling a bit more confi-
dent, we set off through tunnel number eight. When we
exited the tunnel, just five minutes before the rail service
vehicle came through, it was clear that Rosemary was cor-
rect, for there was Tangarakau ahead of us across the river.

FACTSAND THEORY

I learned a lot from that experience. Never make the
facts fit your theory; rather, your theory should always fit
the facts. There are so many Christians who have theories
that either deny the facts in the Bible, or which are ignorant
ofthem. I know, because [ was one such Christian for many
years. It was a painful process having to admit to myself,
more than once, that [ had been wrong, especially since I
had invested many years teaching these errors. But the fail-
ure to acknowledge that I was in the wrong would have
resulted in far greater pain in the long run.

We can’t hide from the truth forever, because the
Day is coming when every error will be exposed and every
false teaching laid bare. If we are too proud to admit we
have been wrong, our pride will eventually destroy us. If
we take sides with error because our loyalty will be ‘re-
warded” in this life, that false loyalty will damn us in the
next. Jesus has told us clearly, ‘that anyone who loves his
father or mother [or employer] more than me is not worthy
ofme’ (Matt. 10:37).

Carl Walrond, author of the book, Survive! Remark-
able Tales from the New Zealand Outdoors (David Bateman
Ltd, 2008), wrote of an occasion when he and his compan-
ion were tramping in the Kahurangi National Park. They
were unaware that they had gone around in a circle. They
felt so sure they had been travelling in a straight line, they
ignored the fact that the sun was now setting in the east
on the other side of the valley. In commenting on this later,
Carl wrote: ‘The problem is that we do not only perceive
what we expect to perceive, but also what we want to
perceive’ (p.57).

People, myself included, have become so besotted
by our false beliefs that we ignored or misconstrued obvi-
ous facts. But to do that with issues of salvation is eter-
nally damning. To ignore the truth, to turn your back on it,
is to ignore and turn your back on Christ, who is ‘the Truth.’

Never make the facts fit your
theory, rather, your theory should
always fit the facts.




PAULS PRAYERS
~IN ACTION
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Doug Martin

efore Saul’s conversion he could rightly
have been called arrogant, belligerent,
a hostile fundamentalist, in fact, a first-
century terrorist. ‘Saul began to destroy
the church. Going from house to house,
he dragged off men and women and put them in prison’
(Acts 8:3). When it came to Saul’s ears that the gos-
pel was being preached beyond Jerusalem, he was
annoyed no end. ‘Saul was still breathing out murder-
ous threats against the Lord’s disciples. He went to
the High Priest and asked for letters to the synagogues
in Damascus, so that if he found any there who be-
longed to the Way, whether men or women, he might
take them as prisoners to Jerusalem.” He was deter-
mined to end this new movement, and put an end to
the dilly-dallying, pussyfooting of irresponsible lead-
ers who were sitting on their hands.

‘As he neared Damascus on his journey, sud-
denly a light from heaven flashed around him. He fell
to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul,
Saul, why do you persecute me?” “Who are you
Lord?” Saul asked.” That was a key question because
Paul, as do each of us, needed to know the Lord.

The voice said, ‘I am Jesus, whom you are per-
secuting.” He no doubt spoke in Hebrew, ‘I am
Yeshua.” And Paul would have thought, ‘Then it is
true that he has risen, and is, therefore, our Messiah.
He has not come to strike me down as I deserve.’

‘T am Jesus.” How merciful Jesus was; how for-
giving and how insightful. He saw that Saul, in spite of
his opposition to the gospel, was loyal and committed.
And Jesus saw what Saul could become.

As it was with Saul, so it is with us, preparation
for effective prayer begins with knowing the Lord.
Our understanding of the nature of God determines
the relationship we will have with him, and it is Jesus
who reveals him. Such a revelation will affect the kind
of prayers we pray.

Jesus has all authority. He said to Saul, ‘Now
get up and go into the city and you will be told what
you must do.” Saul is no longer in charge of his life.
Jesus speaks as his Master, but not as a taskmaster!
Unlike Jacob, Saul did not resist. ‘They led him by the
hand into Damascus.” There he fasted for three days,

‘ Ta VC’“’

The first of a
four-part series .

at which time the Lord told Ananias to go to him,
‘For he is praying.’

What was Paul praying about? [ imagine it was
something like this: ‘Lord, I am sorry for all the trouble
and suffering I have caused your people. In mercy,
forgive me. And Lord, You know how arrogant I have
been. I now submit to you. Lord, you are Messias,
the One long-waited for. You are the Son of David.
How blind I was. How gracious you have been, for [
am not dead, just blind. But Lord I need to see. Didn’t
you heal blind people? I don’t deserve anything, but
will you please restore my sight?’ Ananias arrives as
Paul is praying his submissive prayer. After three
days of darkness Saul is given sight.

Following this conversion experience ‘Saul
spent several days with the disciples in Damascus.
At once he began to preach in the synagogues that
Jesus is the Son of God’ (9:20). He knew; he was
submissive; he was committed; and so he witnessed.
‘Saul grew more and more powerful and baffled the
Jews living in Damascus, by proving that Jesus is the
Christ.”

But Saul was opposed. They plotted to kill him
and he escaped by the skin of his teeth, by being
lowered over the city wall in a basket during the hours
of darkness.

Where did he go? He went into the wilderness
where God met Moses, Elijah and Jesus. And now it
was Saul’s turn. He did not go up to Jerusalem to
consult with man, ‘but ... went immediately into
Arabia and later returned to Damascus’ (Gal. 1:17).
There in the wilderness he meditated upon the Scrip-
tures that foretold the coming of the Messiah, the
Son of David, and he communed with Jesus. And it
was there that he came into an understanding of the
gospel. ‘I did not receive it from any man, nor was I
taught it; rather, I received it by revelation from Jesus
Christ’ (1:12). That is the gospel he preached and
that is the gospel that transformed his praying. [f




everal months ago I was asked by a
medical specialist in Canada if I would
come over to give the wedding hom-
ly for his son who was to be married
- in September. When Adventist Today
hcgln(l that I was coming over, they arranged that
I speak for the Richard Hammill Lectureship at
Campus Hill Church in California before going
to Canada.

Then Good News Unlimited in the United
States arranged meetings for me in Banff and
Toronto. A prominent scholar at Loma Linda also
asked if I would participate in two television pre-
sentations. I was happy to agree to all of these.

I had several weeks to contemplate the coming
itinerary to the USA and Canada. In that period, sev-
eral near accidents suggested to me that the prince
of the power of the air did not want me to go.

On one occasion a thoughtless driver backed out
of the alley from his garage at a furious pace as I was
walking by. The car just missed me. One night I almost
stepped into a large hole from which a huge post had
been removed. Continuing my stroll I gave thanks [ had
not broken a leg. Not long after that there was another
minor accident—which could have been major.

But the real test came when, just days before I
was appointed to leave, I caught a very serious viral
infection, which led to constant vomiting and heavy
coughing. Strength, appetite and sleep left me and
my doctor told me I should not travel.

Both Gill and I felt the Lord intended me to go,
so I set off, still coughing—but not vomiting—with
no appetite and little strength.

At Los Angeles [ was picked up by Elder Larry
Christoffel, a fine gospel minister whom I have known

ited States
Canada

for years. He took me to a small clinic run by dear
friends I had known in the Philippines. Here I was
given every sort of treatment known to restore health,
but I was still coughing when the time came for me
to speak at Loma Linda for the Richard Hammill
Lectureship. My assigned topic was ‘The Forensic
theory of Justification.” This was suggested to me
because Loma Linda, for decades, has not favoured
the traditional Reformation views on Justification, but
inclined rather to the Moral Influence view—a teach-
ing which is right in what it affirms but wrong in what
it denies. Its teachers were gracious men of God,
who had had tremendous influence.

Arriving at Campus Hill Church just before 3:00
p.m. on Sabbath, I was surrounded by many, includ-
ing friends of other years. Extricated by the call to
begin the meeting, I prayed that the Lord would re-
strain my coughing. There were hundreds present and
many had come from long distances away. There were
generous introductions and then I spoke for about
forty-five minutes—all without coughing. My speech
was slower than usual and with less vitality, but people
listened well and when I made an invitation for people
to stand who prized the gospel I had offered, hun-
dreds responded. This was important in case some
should say that my listeners tolerated me, but without
accepting the forensic theory of justification taught
so clearly by Paul. A large proportion of the congre-
gation responded, and this can probably be seen on
the DVDs (which I have not yet seen).

Next I attended a meeting with Adventist Today
leaders and at 8:00 p.m. was back at Campus Hill Church
for the second meeting: ‘This I Believe.” Again I spoke
about forty minutes and, as with the previous meeting,
fielded questions for about an hour. (All of this is on the
CDs and the DVDs). Some coughing erupted during
the second question corner, but it was not serious.

During the next three days I participated in two

TV programs and a meeting with ministers for two
(Continued on page 12)
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THE PATTERN
FOR THE FUTURE

Part eight in a series on
Daniel & Revelation

Angus McPhee

PEACE AT LAST

In 1945, when the Second World War ended, I
was a primary school pupil and had a wonderful thought:
‘The war is over. There’ll be no more wars.’

When Babylon fell, if the Jewish people had been
like that eight-year-old they would have been thinking
that the future looked good. Tragically, within a short
time of the Medo-Persian conquest, the spirit of per-
secution again reared its head. Babylon had fallen.
Belshazzar was dead. There was now a new ruler in
the city. In 539 B.C. ‘Darius the Mede took over the
kingdom, at the age of sixty-two’ (Dan. 5:31).

WHo was DaRrius?

We know that Cyrus conquered Babylon, but who
was Darius? There were three Persian kings called
Darius. Darius I (the Great) ruled the Persian Empire
from 521 B.C. to 486 B.C. Darius II ruled from 424
B.C.t0404 B.C. Darius Il ruled from 336 B.C. to 330
B.C. So, he could not have been any of these.

Attempts to identify the Darius of the Book of
Daniel have resulted in three theories. (1) Cambyses,
Cyrus’ son and successor, who ruled jointly with his fa-
ther for a time. (2) Gubaru, Cyrus’s officer who actu-
ally took the city of Babylon, and may have ruled the
conquered Babylonian kingdom under Cyrus for a year
or so. (3) Cyaxares II, the son of Astyages, who ac-

cording to the Greek writer, Xenophon, was Cyrus’ uncle
and father-in-law, and whom Cyrus might have retained

temporarily as a figurehead king to please the Medes. 1

One day we could well discover the real iden-
tity of this ‘Darius the Mede” from archeological evi-
dence. We can be fairly confident of this, because
previous archeological discoveries have all substanti-
ated the historicity of the Bible. For example, until
1882 all historical evidence indicated that the Bible
was wrong about Belshazzar. Nabonidus, it was said,
was the last king of Babylon. Then the missing evi-
dence—the Nabonidus Chronicle—was translated. It
revealed that Belshazzar was regent in the absence
of his father. The Bible had been right all along!?

Well, Daniel (6:1-2) tells us, it pleased Darius
to appoint one hundred and twenty satraps to rule
throughout the kingdom, with three administrators
over them, one of whom was Daniel himself. The
one hundred and twenty satraps were made account-
able to the three administrators.

In Persian times this title [satrap] was given to
officials at the head of the largest divisions of the
empire, called ‘satrapies.’

BABYLON HAS FALLEN. THERE’S A NEW ORDER

Now Daniel so distinguished himself'in his new
role, by his exceptional qualities, that the king planned
to set him over the whole kingdom. At this, the ad-
ministrators and the satraps tried to find grounds for
charges against Daniel in his conduct of government
affairs, but they were unable to do so. He was trust-
worthy and was neither corrupt nor negligent. Fi-
nally they agreed, “We will never find any basis for
charges against this man Daniel, unless it has some-
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thing to do with the law of his God’ (Dan. 6:3-5).

Have you ever had anyone who was always
hostile toward you, who habitually disliked you, who,
as we say, ‘had a set on you?’ It didn’t matter what
you did, you could never do what pleased them? Daniel
was in that kind of situation.

So the administrators and the satraps went as a
group to the king and said: ‘O King Darius, live for-
ever!” Notice that they made sure that Daniel wasn’t
with them. They had consulted together and were
quite prepared to speak in his absence. He was un-
aware of what they were up to.

They continued, ‘The royal administrators, pre-
fects, satraps, advisers and governors have all agreed
that the king should issue an edict and enforce the
decree that anyone who prays to any god or man
during the next thirty days, except to you, O king, will
be thrown into the lions’ den. Now, O king, issue the
decree and put it in writing so that it cannot be al-
tered—in accordance with the laws of the Medes
and Persians.’

The proposal appeared to be absolutely water-
tight. From their perspective there was no way out!
King Darius, blind to their motive, put the decree in
writing. It is a fact of life that anyone who is differ-
ent from the main group is often the subject of gos-
sip, is ostracized, ridiculed, or, at worst, persecuted.

Now when Daniel learned that the decree had
been published, he went home to his upstairs room
where the windows opened toward Jerusalem. Three
times a day he got down on his knees and prayed,
giving thanks to his God, just as he had done before.

DANIEL’S RELIGION WAS HIS WAY OF LIFE

‘I will praise the Lorp, who counsels me; ...
have set the Lorp always before me. Because he is
at my right hand, I will not be shaken’ (Psa. 16:7-8).
‘Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute
you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you be-
cause of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is
your reward in heaven (Matt. 5:11-14).

When these men found Daniel praying and ask-
ing God for help—as they expected him to do—they
went to the king and reminded him of the decree,
and its details. The king assured them that it was
still valid. Then they reported, ‘Daniel, who is one
of'the exiles from Judah, pays no attention to you, O
king, or to the decree you put in writing. He still
prays three times a day.’

At this, the lights came on for the king; he un-
derstood their motive in getting this law on the books
of Persia. He was so distressed that he sought to
rescue Daniel, making every effort until sundown to
save him. The delegation returned to the king and

said, ‘Remember, O king, that according to the law
of the Medes and Persians no decree or edict that
the king issues can be changed.’ So the king gave the
order, and they brought Daniel and threw him into
the lions’ den.

THis wAS DANIEL’S ‘FIERY FURNACE’

The King’s parting words to Daniel were, ‘May
your God, whom you serve continually, rescue you!’
A stone was brought and placed over the mouth of
the den, and the king, with heavy heart, sealed it with
his own signet ring and with the rings of his nobles,
so that Daniel’s situation might not be changed. Then
the king returned to his palace and spent a sleepless
night without eating and without any entertainment.

How like the imprisonment of Daniel was the
burial of Jesus? His enemies, including his archen-
emy, Satan, imagined that that would be the end of
him. They overlooked, however, the Higher Power
in charge of the affairs of men. God is at his best
when things are at their worst, when, humanly speak-
ing, there is no way out.

At the crack of dawn, Darius was up and at the
den. Near it he called out in anguish to Daniel, ‘Daniel,
servant of the living God, has your God, whom you
serve continually, been able to rescue you from the
lions?” ‘O king, live forever!” Daniel called back. ‘My
God sent his angel, and shut the lions’ mouths. They
have not hurt me, because I was found innocent in
his sight. Nor have I ever done any wrong before
you, O king.” The king was overjoyed and gave or-
ders for Daniel’s removal from the den. When Daniel
was lifted from the den, no wound was found on him,
because he had trusted in his God.

Has your loyalty to God been tested by others?
The God who was with Daniel in his extremity, will
be with you in yours, because ‘No testing has over-
taken you that is not common to everyone. God is
faithful, and he will not let you be tested beyond your
strength, but with the testing he will also provide the
way out so that you may be able to endure it’ (1 Cor.
10:13, NRSV).

GOD IS FAITHFUL TO THE FAITHFUL!

“Your enemy, the devil, prowls around like a
roaring lion looking for someone to devour’ (1 Pet.
5:8), but ‘my God has sent his angel’ for ‘The angel
of the Lorp encamps around those who fear him,
and he delivers them (Psa. 34:7).

THE GREATEST ANGEL-DELIVERER IS CHRIST

Paul, recounting one of his court appearances
wrote: ...the Lorp stood with me, and strengthened
me; that by me the preaching might be fully known
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and that all the Gentiles might hear, and I was deliv-
ered out of the mouth of the lion. And the Lord shall
deliver me from every evil work, and will preserve
me unto his heavenly kingdom, to whom be glory for
ever and ever. Amen’ (2 Tim. 4:17-18, KJV).

Hear Jesus himself: ‘He that endureth to the
end shall be saved” (Matthew 10:22, KJV).

When the men, who were responsible for Daniel
being cast to the lions, suggested that the lions may
not have been hungry, the king decided to test their
theory by having them thrown into the pit. Before
they reached the bottom of the den, the lions had over-
powered them.

KING DARIUS WROTE TO ALL THE PEOPLES

I HEN

NATIONS AND MEN OF EVERY LANGUAGE THROUGHOUT
THE LAND:
‘May you prosper greatly! I issue a decree

that in every part of my kingdom people must fear

and reverence the God of Damel For he is the

Dr Desmond Ford Visits the United
States and Canada
(Continued from page 9)
hours, and also personal interviews.

On Wednesday morning, at about 7:30 a.m., I
left for Canada. Mercifully my coughing had stopped,
but back pain from the strenuous lung eruptions
plagued me throughout my days and nights in both
countries making sleep very difficult.

In Canada I spoke to Good News Unlimited audi-
ences on five occasions, including one for a host church,
and I also gave the homily for the marriage of the son

living God and he endures forever; his kingdom
will not be destroyed, his dominion will never end.
He rescues and he saves, he performs signs and
wonders in the heavens and on the earth. He has
rescued Daniel from the power of the lions.’

So Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius
and the reign of Cyrus the Persian.

This brings us to the end of the historical sec-
tion of the Book of Daniel the Prophet. In these words
of Darius, a gentile king, the pattern is set for the four
great prophecies that will follow:

¢ ... the God of Daniel ... is the living God and he
endures forever; his kingdom will not be destroyed, his
dominion will never end. He rescues and he saves ...”

Endnotes e

1. Horn, Siegfried H., Seventh-day Adventist Bible Dictio-
nary, (Washington, D.C.: Review and Herald Publishing Asso-
ciation) 1979.

2. Gaebelein, Frank E. (ed.) The Expositor s Bible Commen-
tary Vol 7 (Grand Raplds MI., Zondervan) 1985 Pages 15 16

with gospel friends of other years in both countries. I
was deluged with gifts of one kind or another—books,
etc. Monetary gifts were pressed upon me in both
the United States and Canada. Every provision was
made for my wellbeing.

I praise God for his merciful and gracious
providences without which the trip would have been
a disaster and I could have come home a cot-case.
Be sure to watch the DVDs or listen to the CDs and
form your own judgement. Romans 8:28-39 rings true
in every Christian’s experience and this trip reinforced

of dear friends—a young man I greatly admire.
The morning I was due to travel on to
Toronto I slipped down a flight of stairs in the
dark and barrelled forward hitting my head on
furniture. This added a different set of pains to
the first lot! I flew to Toronto, where [ was placed ‘U—
in a hotel next to the library, which good fortune k 2
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that glorious truth forme.  [gh
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took my mind off my bodily woes. I spoke in
Toronto on several occasions over the Sabbath.

The trip home from Toronto took approximately
thirty hours including waiting intervals between planes.
Gill met me at Brisbane airport, and I thanked God to
be home and for his blessings throughout the trip.

Everywhere I met only with kindness. Even
folks with whom I differed theologically at Loma Linda
bent over backwards to be courteous and helpful. A
former student of decades ago came daily to mas-
sage my back and a well-known Loma Linda doctor
contacted me to say that he was at my service if he
could help in any way.

It was constantly a matter of rejoicing to meet

The staff
of Good i
News Unlimited (e 9
would like to wish Dr Desmond
Ford a very happy time with
family and friends as he
celebrates his 80 birthday

on the 2nd of February 2009.




Jesus

Ritchie Way

el

hat evidence do we
have, outside of the
Bible, that the Gospel
of John was actually
g written by the apostle
John? I ask this question because some
liberal scholars are teaching that the Gos-
pels were written, not by eyewitnesses of
Jesus, but by Christians who lived sev-
eral generations after Christ. These
‘pseudo authors’, they claim, attributed
their exaggerated claims for Christ to Mat-
thew, Mark, Luke and John.

The two witnesses we will call to the stand, in
defence of the apostle John being the author of the
Fourth Gospel, are Polycarp and his disciple, [renaeus.
In AD155 Polycarp was captured by Roman soldiers,
but out of consideration for his great age the Roman
irenarch told him, that if he blasphemed Christ he would
be released. Polycarp replied, ‘I have served Christ
eighty-six years and he has done me no wrong. How
then can I blaspheme my King? I am a Christian.’
Polycarp well knew that to confess Christ would be
his death warrant. Accordingly, he was burnt at the
stake on Saturday 23rd March, at the conclusion of
the Games in Smyrna.

Now Polycarp had been a disciple of the apostle
John, and Irenaeus (c.136 -195) was a disciple of
Polycarp.

Irenaeus wrote: ‘John, the disciple of the Lord,
the one who leaned back on the Lord’s breast, him-
self published a Gospel while he resided at Ephesus’
(Irenaeus, Adv. Haer. 3.1.1).

A papyrus fragment of John’s Gospel, known
as the John Ryland’s Papyrus 457, which was writ-
ten about AD 150, and possibly as early as AD 125,
was found in Middle Egypt. Now Middle Egypt is a
long way from Ephesus where the Fourth Gospel was
written. John’s Gospel, therefore, must have been com-
posed much earlier. The early church writers reveal
that between AD 175 and AD 200 this Fourth Gospel
was known and read as far away as Africa, Asia
Minor, Italy, Gaul, and Syria.

JOHN AND THE SYNOPTIC GOSPELS

There are four Gospels in the Bible: Matthew,
Mark, Luke and John. They are called Gospels (al-
ways spelt with a capital G). Gospel, in Greek, means
good message, or good news. They all share the good
news about God coming to dwell among us to sort
out the sin problem.

The first three Gospels—Matthew, Mark, and
Luke—are called the synoptic Gospels. The word syn-
optic (syn = together + optic = to see) means they
have the same focal point, which is the kingdom that
Jesus will consummate at his second coming. To this
end the parables of Jesus point to the time when Jesus
will return and reward everyone according to their
works. For example:

* The parable of the net, points to the judgment
when the bad fish will be separated from the good.

* The parable of the wise and foolish virgins, points
to the time when Jesus will return and the wise will
enter the kingdom, but the foolish will be kept out.

* The parable of the Prodigal Son, points to the
time when repentant sinners will be welcomed into

(Continued on page 16)
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GNU is a meeting of minds from a wide range of church affiliations,
and therefore, opinions expressed in our articles may differ from
that of many of our readers. Recognising that opinions can differ and
we all have much to learn and unlearn, we encourage our readers to

participate in this forum.

ESCAPING DEPRESSING
THOUGHTS

Dear Ritchie

A year or so ago I went into
depression and planned, several
times, to take my life to escape the
awfulness of it all. I went to both
a Psychiatrist and a Christian
Counsellor, but was too low to do
anything they asked me. Anyway,
over the past few months [ have
been having more good days than
bad days. But occasionally, for
no apparent reason, 1 get de-
pressing flashbacks. They usually
invade my consciousness when
everything is going well for me.

I understand that you, too,
have been through depression.
Did you ever have these depress-
ing flashbacks and, if you did,
what did you do about them?

Kind regards

P R

Dear P

Flashbacks come with the ter-
ritory for those who have been
through depression; they were cer-
tainly a part of my experience. |
would get very angry that such
negative thoughts would try to spoil
my life again, so [ did what James
said we should: ‘Resist the devil, and
he will flee from you.’

Just as I need not accept the
junk mail that people want to put in
my mailbox, so I don’t let negative
thoughts or emotions into my mind
that seek entrance. The Bible says,
‘Be careful what you think, because
your thoughts run your life’ (Prov.
4:23 NCV). So I say to you, don’t
let your thoughts control you, rather,
you control them. You are the mas-
ter of your life, not every thought

that is posted in your mind.

Just a warning however: in-
asmuch as ‘nature abhors a
vacuum’ so your mind cannot be
totally empty. Even if you refuse to
accept a negative emotion, it will
come back instantly unless you re-
place it with a good thought. So al-
ways have some good things to think
about tucked away in your memory.
Thanking God for ten different
things each time some junk thoughts
get posted, is one way to replace
the negative with the positive. [f you
do that habitually, it won’t be too
long before negative emotions cease
to plague you.

God speed you on your road
to recovery

Ritchie.
THE KORAN AND JESUS

Dear Ritchie

1 remember reading, some-
time back, where you said you
have read the Koran, or Qur’an
as it is now spelled. Could you
tell me, please, what was
Muhammad’s teaching about
Jesus? I understand that he re-
spected the One he called the
Messiah.

M. I

Dear M

It is true that Muhammad re-
spected Jesus, but only as a man
like himself. The Koran teaches that
Jesus was just a human being, born
to a virgin called Mary, who was
the sister of Aaron (Sura 19:28).
While still a virgin (Sura 6:12; 19:19-
21), Mary gave birth to Jesus alone
in a desolate place under a date
palm (Sura19:22-23). Jesus was not
the Son of God (Sura 23:91), nor is
he a member of the Trinity (Sura

4:171; 5:17, 72-75). Christ was not
killed or crucified. Those who

claimed he was crucified lied (Sura
4:157). That’s what Muhammad

taught.
God bless
Ritchie.
THREE DAYS AND THREE
NIGHTS

Dear Ritchie

With reference to your Dis-
cussion Point item on Jesus’ pre-
diction that he would spend three
days and three nights in the grave
(October 2008 GNU), please find
enclosed a photocopy from Hans
K. LaRondelle’s book, The Israel
of God in Prophecy (pp. 66-68).

R. D.

Dear R

Many thanks for that mate-
rial. I’ve not seen LaRondelle’s
book, but his comments, summa-
rized below, are quite insightful.

According to LaRondelle,
Christ announced, several times,
that his resurrection from the dead
would take place ‘after three days’
(Mark 8:31;9:31; 10:34) or ‘on the
third day’ (Matt. 16:21; 17:23;
20:19; Luke 9:22; 18:33; 24:7; 46).
He stated that not only his suffer-
ing and death but also his resur-
rection ‘on the third day’ was pre-
dicted in the Old Testament.

LaRondelle says the two Old
Testament passages in particular,
which were the specific source of
Jesus’ prediction, were Jonah 1:17
and Hosea 6:2.

Jonah’s experience of impris-
onment for ‘three days and three
nights’ in the great fish, was a type
of Jesus’ own stay in the grave.
Hosea’s prediction, that Israel
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would be revived and restored af-
ter its second captivity ‘on the third
day’, was also a type of Christ’s
liberation from the captivity of the
grave.

Jewish exegetes understood
that a combination of Hosea 6:2
and Jonah 1:17 pointed to Israel’s
hope for the resurrection of the
dead, therefore, Christ’s use of
these two passages to support his
own resurrection from the dead, fit-
ted the common understanding,
because Jesus is corporate Israel.

Just as Israel went down into
Egypt and was later called out by
God, so Jesus went down into Egypt
and was later called out by God
(Matt. 2:15). In the same way, just
as Israel went into Assyrian cap-
tivity and was called forth ‘on the
third day’, so was Jesus released
from the captivity of the grave ‘on
the third day.’

Thank you Hans LaRondelle
and R. for this contribution to our
understanding of the source of
Christ’s prophecy—that he would
rise from the dead on the third day.

Kind regards

Ritchie.
REIGNING ON THE EARTH
Dear Editor

In Revelation 5:10 it says,
You have made them [that is, the
redeemed] to be a kingdom and
priests to serve our God, and
they will reign on the earth.’

1 can understand the first
part of this verse, but what does
‘they will reign on the earth’ re-
fer to? I thought Jesus was the
One who reigns. Hope you can
help.

Sincerely

w. C.

Dear W

The key to your question lies
in comprehending what the He-
brews understood by ‘reigning.’
The one who reigned was the one
who judged. The Supreme Court
Judge in Old Testament times was
the king. He was the one who de-

cided upon all life and death mat-
ters. Paul, for example, was taken
to Rome to appear before Caesar
who would determine whether he
would live or die.

With this understanding we
can deduce that we, as people re-
deemed by the blood of the Lamb,
have been made rulers upon the
earth, because it is given unto us
to decide the destiny of people.
Those who accept the good news
that Jesus has died for them will
live; those who reject it will die. It
is by proclaiming the gospel that we
judge people. If we don’t share the
gospel with our friends, workmates
and neighbours we condemn them
to death; if we do share the gospel
with them we give them the
chance to live. It’s a frightening,
but undeniable power that Christ
has invested us with.

Grace and peace to you

Ritchie.
TO COME OR NOT TO COME

Dear Ritchie

In Matthew 16:27-28 Jesus
said, ‘For the Son of Man is go-
ing to come in his Father's glory
with his angels, then he will re-
ward each person according to
what he has done. I tell you the
truth, some who are standing
here will not taste death before
they see the Son of Man coming
in his kingdom.’

We have to be honest and
say that Jesus did not come, as
and when, he predicted. What's
your take on this promise of
Jesus’?

S.C

Dear S

Yep, that’s a hard one alright

(if all ways can be spelt always,
and all ready be spelt already, why
can’tall right be spelt alright?). The
clue to understanding this proph-
ecy is the word apotelesmatic,
which is a Greek compound word
that describes a prophecy that has
several fulfilments. The first
fulfilment of an apotelesmatic
prophecy is only a partial fulfilment,
the next one is greater in scope,
and so forth until the consumma-
tive fulfilment, in which the proph-
ecy is fulfilled in every detail.

Daniel 2 is one such proph-
ecy (See Milton Hook’s biography
of Desmond Ford, pp. 352 - 353).
It had its first fulfilment in the time
of Daniel. Later it had a fulfilment
which culminated in the spiritual
kingdom that Jesus set up at the
cross. And its final fulfilment will
be in the literal kingdom that Jesus
will establish at his coming.

So with Jesus’ prophecy in
Matthew 10:23 & 16:27-28. In this
prophecy, Jesus predicts his com-
ing in judgement upon the nation
of Israel in A.D. 70 when Jerusa-
lem was sacked and the temple de-
stroyed. This happened because
the Jews rejected the Christ and
chose, instead, the anti-Christ,
Simon Bar Kochba, as their leader.
Some of those standing with Jesus
when he uttered these prophetic
words, lived to see the first
fulfilment of his prophecy.

God be with you

Ritchie.
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The Divinity of Jesus

the Father’s house with great rejoicing, while self -
righteous religionists will stay outside.

* The parable of the talents, points to the time
when all God’s people will be rewarded according to
their works.

* The parables of the treasure in the field and
the pearl of great price, point to the time when those
who have given up everything for the kingdom, will
receive it.

* And the parable of the sheep and goats, points
to the time when the whole world will be divided by
the judgement into the saved and the lost.

The Gospel of John, however, is quite different
because it has no parables—not a single one.

Each of the synoptic Gospels has a prophecy
that culminates in the Second Coming of Jesus see
Mark 13; Matthew 24, and Luke 21. No such proph-
ecy, however, is found in the Gospel of John.

So what is the major difference between the
Gospel of John and the other three Gospels? In es-
sence, the synoptic Gospels focus on the literal king-
dom that Jesus will establish at his Second Coming,
while the Gospel of John focuses on the spiritual king-
dom that Jesus established at his first coming. The
first three Gospels look essentially to the kingdom of
glory that is to come, while the Gospel of John is es-
sentially about the kingdom of grace that Jesus es-
tablished by his death and resurrection. We will have
more to say on this matter in future articles.

CHAPTER 1

To help me understand the Gospel of John bet-
ter I decided to write it out by hand from chapter 1,
verse 1 to chapter 21, verse 25, so I could focus on
every word, phrase, sentence and context. In this
series of articles I want to share with you some of
the blessings gleaned from my study.

The first phrase in this Gospel begins: ‘A{ Ufi+¢
Pi ‘1 &iidio: In the beginning was the Word.” What
similar biblical phrase does that remind you of? Of
course! ‘In the beginning God ..." It is John’s inten-
tion that we associate his first words with the first
words in the Bible, because John is writing about the
Creator who existed before anything else—he is writ-
ing about God.

He calls God—who revealed himself to us in
Jesus—‘the Logos,’ because in John’s day the Logos
was regarded by the Greeks as the very expression
of God. And that is what Jesus is, as we shall see.

‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God. He was
with God in the beginning.’

One of the most sacred passages of Scripture
among the Jews was the shema of Deuteronomy 6:4,
‘Hear, O Israel: The Lorp our God, the LORD is
one.’

Another Scripture states: ‘7 am the Lorp, and
there is no other, apart from me there is no God’
(Isa. 45:5). So you can imagine how difficult it was
for the Jews when Jesus declared that he was God.
He was not the Father, because he talked freely about
his Father, but he was God. He said, on one occasion,
‘Before Abraham was I AM’ (John 8:58). He here
identified himself as Jehovah, the great I AM of the
Old Testament.

On another occasion, when he said to a paraly-
sed man, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ the Jewish leaders
complained, “You can’t forgive his sins. Only God
can do that!’ To which Jesus replied in essence: ‘What
is the easier to do, to say, Your sins are forgiven, or to
say, Pick up your mattress and walk? I’ll prove to
you that I am able to forgive his sins, by raising him
up.” He then turned to the paralytic and said, ‘Come
on, get up. Pick up your mattress and off you go.’
And, to everyone’s amazement he did.

The New Testament reveals that Jesus was
God. But John’s words in the first verse of his book
seem to be contradictory. He wrote there: ‘The Word
was with God and the Word was God.” How can
Jesus possibly be what he is with? Perhaps it would
be easier to understand if I rephrased John 1:1 to suit
another context: ‘In another beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with man, and the Word was man.’
Has the light come on now?

It is, of course, much more complex than that.
In the spiritual realm it is possible for the three mem-
bers of the Trinity to be one. They are like three
matches that are held together when struck. When
they light up, how many flames are there? Of course,
there are three flames, because if you take one match
away it has its own flame, but together they are one.
While that is a simplistic explanation, it helps.

Another verse which helps us to understand the
unity of the Trinity is John 17:22. Jesus prayed to the
Father that ‘they [his followers] may be one as we
[he and the Father] are one.” Now you are aware
that it is impossible for the followers of Christ to be
numerically one, therefore the unity of the Trinity
should not be understood to be a numerical unity—it
is much deeper than that.

There are several passages in the New Testa-
ment that teach the divinity of Jesus. Some of these
references, from the New International Version, are




given below:

John 1:18 Jesus is called ‘God the One and Only’.

John 10:30-33 Jesus claimed to be God.

Rom 9:5 Jesus is called ‘God over all’.

Philip. 2:6 Jesus is ‘in very nature God’. He is
equal with God.

Col. 2:9 All the fullness of Deity is found in Jesus.

1 John 5:20 Jesus is ‘the true God and eternal life’.

The Hebrew word for Jehovah is called the
Tetragrammaton because it has four letters: YHWH.
The New Testament, however, was written in Greek,
and the Greek language doesn’t have any of those
Hebrew letters. How do you pronounce a word if your
alphabet doesn’t have any of its letters? What the
Greeks did was to use their name for Lord, which was
Kyrios, instead. This word, Kyrios, is used six hun-
dred and sixty-three times in the New Testament, but
the Jehovah’s Witnesses, in their New World Transla-
tion of the New Testament, translated it as Jehovah
only two hundred and thirty-seven times, just thirty-six
percent of all occurrences. And, because they believe
that Jesus is not God, their Bible never once calls Jesus
Jehovah—in spite of the fact that Thomas called Jesus
God (John 20:28) and the apostle Paul claimed that
Jesus is Lorb, that is, Jehovah (Philp. 2:11).

THE CREATOR GOD

But is Jesus really Jehovah, the Almighty God
of the Old Testament? John wrote of Jesus, ‘Through
him all things were made; without him nothing was
made that has been made’ (John 1:3). This is sup-
ported by Colossians 1:16 which says, ‘For by him all
things were created, things in heaven and on earth
... And Hebrews 1:2 adds, ‘In these last days God
has spoken to us by his Son ... through whom he made
the universe.’

But when we look back at the Old Testament
we discover that the heavens and the earth were
made by ‘the Lorp’, i.e. YHWH (Exod. 20:11; Psa.
33:6). We therefore arrive at the inescapable conclu-
sion that if the Creator is YHWH, and if Jesus is the
Creator, then Jesus is Jehovah (YHWH).

But what about the Jehovah’s Witnesses argu-
ment, that Jesus himself stated that the Father was
greater than he (John 14:28). There was a time when
the Father was greater than Jesus. That time is pic-
tured in Philippians 2:5-11. It begins with these words:
‘Christ Jesus, who, being in very nature, God, did not
consider equality with God something to be forcibly
retained, but made himself nothing, taking the very
nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.’

The Message Bible puts it this way: ‘He had
equal status with God but didn’t think so much of
himself that he had to cling to the advantages of that

status no matter what. Not at all. When the time came,
he set aside the privileges of deity and took on the
status of a slave, became /human!’

While Jesus gave up the advantages of equal
status with God, he did not give up his divinity. Just as
an earthly father is greater than his son, so the heav-
enly Father was greater than Jesus; but just as the
earthly son is just as much human as his father, so
Jesus was just as much divine as his Father.

But because Jesus sacrificed himself for us, ‘God
exalted him to the highest place and gave him a name
that is above every name’ (Philip. 2:9). So, Jesus has
not only been restored to equal status with God; he
returned to his equality with great honour and glory.

So is Jesus God? Yes, he is God. But he is not
the Father. The Father is YHWH; the Son is YHWH,
and the Holy Spirit is YHWH. Remember the three
matches with three flames that are one. It’s an im-
perfect illustration, but it helps us to understand the
unknown spiritual world.

GOD WITH US

‘He was in the world, and though the world
was made through him, the world did not recognise
him. He came to that which was his own, but his
own did not receive him’ (John 1:10-11).

We have here, a dramatic scene change. The
scene at the beginning of the chapter is the spiritual
world of the Trinity (the unity of the Three). But the
scene in verses 10-11, is the land of Israel, and it
portrays God the Son in the midst of his people. That’s
what the best-known Old Testament prophecies fore-
told would happen. They pointed to the time when
Israel’s God would dwell among them and walk among
them. He would be their God and they would be his
people (Lev. 26:11-12; Eze. 37:27).

More than anything else, the Jews looked for-
ward to the time when their God would come and
live among them. But when he did, they did not
recognise him—in spite of the amazing miracles and
teachings which bore testimony to his divinity. We
have to ask ourselves how they could overlook Jesus,
who was ‘Immanuel, God with us.” They refused to
acknowledge that Jesus was God because they were
looking for a different kind of God, one who would
uplift them and their aspirations, rather than the Fa-
ther and his aspirations.

And that, dear friends, is the same test which is
put before each one of us. If Jesus isn’t God, then he
can’t save us, for Daniel 2 teaches us that the image
of man will be totally destroyed, and our only hope
will be in the Rock from heaven. Only the Creator
can be the Redeemer, for salvation is all of God and
nothing of man.
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‘Make sure you’re not missing the point of your life—
read this book! The Purpose Driven Life will guide you
to greatness—through living the Great Commandment and
the Great Commission,’
—Billy Graham and Franklin Graham

‘I am the vine and you are the branches.’
(John 15:5 CEV)

‘Christ makes us one body ..
each other.’

: Y
41TPDO0]  (Romans 12:5 GWT) Q

(Plus $4.95 Aust
$ 1 6 ° 9 5 & $7.95 overseas)
Good News Unlimited

Saturday Bible School 9.30am
at the GNU office, 2/54-60 Industry Dr.,
South Tweed Heads NSW

. connected to

(No Meetings for January)

Next meeting:

February 7th and 21st
Morning tea will be provided. March 14th

Please bring your Bible

Nare llan " Those 1iving in or near Narellan are w_armly inviteq to |
meet for Bible study and fellowship in the Salvation
) Army Worship Centre on the corner of Exchange Pa-
Focus for Life rade and Narellan Road in Narellan, every Saturday at
Christian Fellowship 1:30pm. For further information, contact Pastor Santo
L Calarco on phone number: 0404 029822 )

STANDING IN THE

Good News Unlimited is
supported by a group of people
committed to praying for the needs of our
readers. If you have a prayer request please
share it with Carolyn at the office. You don't
have to be specific if you wish to keep the matter
private. Your request will then be passed on to a
group of intercessors who will take it to the Lord
on your behalf. They would be honoured to
support you in this way.
Phone: 07 5524 5040 Fax: 07 5524 5900
Email: admin@goodnewsunlimited.org.au.

Sydney

THANK YOU FOR ANONYMOUS TITHE
& DONATIONS IN DECEMBER:

~N

$100.00

Dr Ford Live on Broadband at
Peachester meetings 2nd and
4th Saturdays of the Month
2.30pm-4.00pm
http://live.yahoo.com/desmondford
Mail: PO Box 6788 Sth Tweed Heads The link is on Youtube Channel page

%? e with times as well.
¢ N.EE.D OF. P .RAﬁ.Y.E.R e http://au.youtube.com/user/pangear
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g Presenters:

| Dr Desmond Ford
Ron Allen.

Ritchie Way

Milton Hook

Melbourne:
March 21

Sydney:
April 18

Brisbane:
May 16

Melbourne: Saturday March 21, 9:30am - 4:00pm
Carey Baptist Grammar Chapel. Cnr Barker’s Rd. and Daniel St. Kew.

Sydney: Saturday April 18, 9:30am - 4:00pm f
Thornleigh Community Centre, Cnr. Central and Phyllis Ave’s. Thornleigh. 0 |

Brisbane: Saturday May 16, 9:30am - 4:00pm
Springwood Tower Hotel. 9 Murrajong Rd. Springwood.

Dr Desmond Ford will present at 10:30am and 2:00pm at all venues.

1. THE DIVIDING LINE FOR ALL PROFESSED CHRISTIANITY. L
. THE SECRET OF SPIRITUAL POWER IN LUTHER, WESLEY, WHITEFIELD, AND SPURGEON.

Ritchie Way will present at 11:30am at Melbourne and Brisbane.
WORTHY IS THE LAMB

Milton Hook will present at 11:30am in Sydney only.

BECAUSE CHRIST IS RAISED-Life after death in Sumerian, Egyptian and Hebrew thought,
as compared with the greater Christian hope.

B

Ron Allen will present at 9:30am at all venues.

A PEOPLE-FRIENDLY GODLINESS-Sanctity or service? Saving life or killing?
The Church versus the Good News. T houghts from Mark 2 & 3
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