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Editorial

The Age of the Earth
NU’s recent involvement in
he Age of the Earth debate
and the accompanying
video, has caused some raised eye-
brows.

I believe the first chapter of Gen-
esis when it says, God created the world
in six twenty-four-hour days and rested
on the seventh. I believe that in Gen-
esis | and 2 God has given us all the
information he considers we need to
know, in order to understand how the
world came into existence. The asso-
ciated genealogies in various other
places in Scripture, then give us an idea
of how long ago it happened. This has
been the basis of the Christian faith
throughout the ages. Who are we in
2003 to say it is wrong? Are we to be
saved by faith in a different gospel to
that which saved our forebears?

Although evolution has not yet
been mentioned, the acceptance of the
earth being of a great age is the thin
edge of the wedge for a drastic reinter-
pretation of Genesis | & 2, leading ul-
timately to the acceptance of the evo-
lutionary origin of all things.

If the earth is of a great age, the
problem of sin is thrown into disarray.
When did it occur? How long did the
world have to wait for Jesus Christ to
come to save us? For the world to wait
a vast length of time for salvation does
not show God in a loving or caring
light. This very point was put by a scep-
tic in a letter to The Australian of 27th

December 2002, where the writer said,
‘In simple terms, fewer people can ac-
cept that the creator of a vast universe
finished his creation, waited 15 billion
years and then became a human being.’
When the genealogies of the Bible in-
fer that the age of the earth was about
4000 years when Jesus was born, God’s
plan of salvation becomes very loving,
caring and realistic.

The great rule for the interpreta-
tion of Scripture, is that Scripture in-
terprets itself. To use outside sources
to interpret Scripture is completely un-
acceptable, yet, by adopting the prin-
ciple that the earth is of a vast unknown
age, is to hand over the interpretation
of Scripture to evolutionists—the ma-

jority of whom are atheists. No Bible-

believing Christian can accept this.

In the video presentation, Dr
Michael Denton gave two pieces of
evidence to justify the age of the earth
being greater than the Bible indicates.
One was tree rings of an alleged age of
20,000 years. At question time he was
challenged by a Dr Warwick Arm-
strong, who said he had been seeking
this evidence from a number of uni-
versity libraries around the world and
had been unable to find any reference
to it. Could Dr Denton give him the
references so he could find it. Unfor-
tunately Dr Denton could not, he had
only heard about it, so what he was
quoting was hearsay.

The other piece of evidence he
quoted, was about ice cores from the
Greenland ice cap. Using some strange
logic, he stressed that because he knew
some of the members of the American
University team who had taken these
cores, then their interpretation of the
rings in the ice must be true. The rings
show aseries of thaws and freezes and
allowing for one freeze and thaw per
year you can count back 40,000 years.

These people are using the evolution-
ary theory of uniformity claiming that
there is only one thaw and one freeze
per year. This theory has been shown
to be invalid years ago. It is like saying
an Australian summer is constantly 40
degrees day and night for 3 months
straight. We all know it is not, in fact,
where I live in south eastern NSW we
have occasionally had a frost in mid
summer. The weather the world over
is quite random, even in the polar re-
gions there are temperature variations
which would cause a series of freezes
and thaws each winter. If there was an
average of ten per winter of 6 months
duration—which is quite reasonable—
the 40,000 years divided by 10, would
end up 4000 years, which is well within
the Biblical record.

The final thing is, no one was
there taking records to verify these
claims—so itis all one great big guess.
And the purpose of it all is to destroy
our faith in the Word of God. Our faith
is too precious to allow it to be under-
mined or destroyed by the guesses of
sceptics.

When Jesus was praying for us
before going to Gethsemane, he said
to the Father, ‘Sanctify them with your
truth. Your Word is truth’ (John 17 :17).
Let us hold to the Word of God in it’s
entirety. The truth of God’s word is to
sanctify us, and it starts with our ori-
gins, leading to the forgiveness of our
sin at Calvary.

Let us persevere to the end and
receive that crown of righteousness
Christ has promised.

‘May God bless you all

o

Roger Jones

Focus on the 9-ospef
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Dear Friend

t is commonly thought that
Itheory and practice are two

different things. People say,
‘that’s all right as a theory, but
it’s no good in practice.’

What then shall we make of
Jesus’ words: ‘He that doeth the
truth?’” And what of his other
statement, ‘I am the truth.” Would
such phrases mean anything at all
if truth was a matter of theory
alone? Perhaps the contrast be-
tween theory and practice is not
as real as is supposed.

In Greek, the word for ‘truth’
means, ‘making manifest some-
thing that was hidden.” Truth is
something that needs to be uncov-
ered. No one possesses it natu-
rally, it lies beneath the surface

‘Everyone that doeth
evil hateth the light . . .
but he that doeth truth
cometh to the light . ..

(John 3:20-21)

of things and must be sought.

In John’s gospel, this mean-
ing is accepted and transformed
at the same time. ‘I am the truth,
also doing the truth’ are combi-
nations of words that show that
truth is a thing that takes place in
time; it i1s something that happens
and which is bound to personal-
ity—a special person.

Truth in the Gospel is some-
thing new. It is something God
brings to pass in the course of
world events. Truth in Christian-
ity is life-centered in Christ and
actualised in the experience of all
who connect themselves with
him.

In Greek thought, truth can -

only be found. In the Gospel, it is
found when it is found, when it is
done, and done when it is found.
For the Greeks, truth was a mani-
festation of the eternal essence of
things. In the Gospel it is a new

Science and the Bible
Seminar 2003
Audios and

Set of three Audio
cassettes in a
presentation case

$20.00 (Pr&H included)

Order No. 2SAB004.

A Video of the Seminar
is also available

$17.50 (Pp&H included

Order No. 3SA0001

creation springing up from the
stream of history.

Since Christ has emerged,
the decision for truth can never be
severed from the decision for him.
He cannot be merely accepted as
a teacher of truth. To so regard

" him would be to make truth a

theory and isolate it from practice.
Such a severance is denied by the
fourth gospel, when John calls
Jesus ‘truth’ and when he calls
Jesus’ followers, those who are
‘of the truth’, he admits no divi-
sion between truth as theory and
truth as practice.

Truth is only known in a dy-
namic relationship with God’s
truth which he sent into the world.
Jesus described this relationship
as following him; holding to his
teaching and keeping his com-

- mandments. Truth therefore is the

life. It is not just to think about,
but something to be done.

‘... and the truth shall make
you free ...

May yours be a truthful ex-
istence.

Yours in service

.

Ron J Allen.
¢

| NEW eMAIL ADDRESSES
FOR GOOD NEWS
UNLIMITED ON PAGE 8.

G(.)od. News Unlimited
Mission Statement

united in offer-
caping and di-

In view of it’s history, GNU re-
cognises a special duty to assist
Seventh-day Adventists in their
Journey of spiritual discovery
and growth.

2 The Good Newsletter Issue No 2 2003



Jake a minule
withv Clem. . .

He replied, ‘My mother and brothers are those who
hear God’s word and put it into practice’ (Luke 8:21).

y mother often quoted
a wise saying: ‘Hand-
some is as handsome

does.” We live in an age where it
is the articulate that are re-
warded and recognised for their
efforts and it is the verbally, skil-
ful who win the praises of men.

People with such talents may
appear to be greatly blessed, yet
herein resides a deceptive illusion
that is so superficial. Alarmingly,
people may spend half their lives
or more before coming to such a
realisation.

The great God of the universe
has always been a person of sub-

stance, no mere puff or show of
words, but reaching down into the
world, he became one with us,
shared our griefs and carried our
sorrows. It was Jesus who actually
touched the leper, washed the feet
of the disciples, worked in his
father’s carpentry shop and re-
spected the little children.

Jesus meant no disrespect to
his earthly parents in making this
statement recorded in the book of
Luke, he merely illustrated the Old
Testament wisdom, ‘As a man
thinks in his heart—so is he.’

In an age of gloss and pack-
aging, it can be quite refreshing to

Enter Through the Narrow Gate

Anne Wortmann (nee Kane)
hen I think back, I can’t remember the crossroad being signposted.
The high road looked narrow and tricky with sharp precipices
falling away from the track in various places. The chance of a fall seemed
great. Thorny bushes lined the way, escaping their scathing attacks was
impossible. It would be a path requiring careful navigation, I remember
thinking. Any hasty move could lead to strife.

The wider road was broad and smooth, with little chance of even turn-
ing an ankle on a contrary stone. I could see that it ended at my destination,
and it was certainly the most popular route. I thought the wide road would be
the one for me, so [ enquired of the Lord. ‘In this decision you can choose the

course that I would,” Jesus said as he sat on his throne, ‘or
you can choose the way that is easiest for you. It is your
choice, I will always love you. The course that I would
choose is the one that loves, even when that love is not
deserved or returned. It is the walk of a person who has
found their security in me. It is the way that is not always
certain, and so requires that you often stop and seek my
Guidance. It is the dead-end that faith promises at the be-
ginning of a highway through the desert. It is the daily
walk of obedience that says, ‘Lord, I believe that you are

faithful to your word.’

I knew in my heart that the only way forward was
the way that pleased my Lord. I took a deep breath, steeled

myself and announced my decision to all of heaven. There
was an incredible uproar as a legion of angels was commissioned for my assistance. The Holy Spirit flooded my being
with new strength and a greater desire to know my God.

Jesus took my hand and what had appeared to be fearsome was now an adventure, step by step with my Lord and
friend, ever closer to the promised desire of my heart.

discover someone unaffected by
such influences, someone who
cheerfully goes about their busi-
ness and who can be relied upon
with no thought of obtaining the
credit.

Grace creates such people—
God’s grace. It gives people the
freedom to develop and grow, to
outlive and outwit mistakes. God’s
magnificent grace, ever flowing to
his children, giving to them peace,
love, joy and kindness etc., these
are the characteristics of the kin-

folk of Jesus. ﬂ&/

¢  Clem Moss.

CHRISTIAN
SINGLES
Any single can join. All ages
and denominations welcome.
Send for a free colour brochure
PO Box 122 WALLSEND 2287
Ph/Fax: 02 49555445
Website:

www.christiansingles.com.au
eMail:

singles@christiansingles.com.au

Little Gems
Fhanlyou.:

For the mess to clean up after a party,
because it means that I
have been surrounded by friends.

For a lawn that needs mowing
and windows that need cleaning,
because it means I have a home.

—From The Next Step magazine.
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Dear GNU

Where can I read that God has
changed his plans because of prayer?
Can our prayers change God’s plan
and mind? Is this biblical?

Thank you for your thoughts.

With warm Christian love

T. V. NSW.
Dear T

No, I don’t think the universe
is steered by our prayers. God is in
control. He knows what is best for us,
if he gave us everything we prayed
for the universe would be plunged
into chaos. For example:

‘We do not know what we ought
to pray for’ (Romans 8:26).

We should also add though,
that just because God is not a slave
to our prayers and we cannot get him
to do everything we want, does not
mean there is no reason to pray. In-
deed, therein lies the very reason why
we must pray without ceasing.

Our ideas of what is best are
so meagre and ill-advised, that we
should cling to God in prayer.
Changes will take place, but those
changes are not in God, they are in
us. We are what needs to be changed.

God Bless

RON.

Dear Ron

I was reading your ‘Dear
Friend’ letter for December 2002
and was puzzled at GNU’s stance on
Genesis. It occurs to me that in the
debates by Dr Ford the implications
of this stance are never discussed.
When I was a Catholic, a Protestant
gave me this poem ‘What says the
Bible, the blessed Bible, this my only
question be. The teachings of men
so often mislead me, what says the
Bible to me?

When I was thirteen years old
I had just had my first snorkeling ex-
perience at Kingscliff. After this I
commenced grade eight at a Catho-
lic high school. When we came to our

Mail

science subject I can clearly remem-

* ber how the science book said that

fossils were formed. It stated that an
animal dies, sinks to the bottom and
is covered by ooze and over a long
period of time calcifies and forms a
fossil. This idea is repeated on a sign
to this day at the Taronga Park Zoo.
I'stood up and explained to my
science teacher that what was writ-
ten does not seem right, as I had just
learned to snorkel and creatures in the
ocean that die rarely sink. Not only
that, but those that do sink to the bot-
tom, do not wait around to be foss-
ilised, but are eaten and broken down
by other creatures and currents. My
teacher informed me of the qualifi-
cations of the writer of the book and
said that we just had to accept what
was written. [ could not do this.
Later in life this episode made
me realise that everyone had preju-
dices and a belief system. We do not
see the world as it is, but as we are
(i.e.-believe). The person who wrote
the book was only repeating what he
has accepted as truth. Now we know
that fossils are formed when a crea-
ture is covered soon after, or while
alive, to give an anaerobic environ-
ment. My point? I, as a thirteen year

old, was right and the person with a

masters degree in science was wrong.

The question is not one of sci-
ence, but whether the Scriptures can
be trusted. If God used evolution,
then where does that leave Paul in
Romans 5:12 & 19?7 As they have
found evidence of violence, disease
(including cancer and arthritis) suf-
fering, extinction and death in dino-
saur bones, that means that these
things existed before Adam (what-
ever he was). Paul was wrong. Death
was created by God and called very
good. Was Carl Sagan right when he
said that ‘the Christian God was a
sloppy workman requiring a 99% ex-
tinction rate to accomplish his ends?’.

Isee alotdeath in my job, Ron,

and it is not very good. Just recently
my sister-in-law died of cancer and I
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had to also put our dog down. My
question is, should not we as Chris-
tians, apologise to Satan for the way
the Christian Church has misrepre-
sented him? He is not the author of
death, pain and disease—God is, if
evolution is true. How could we pos-
sibly be accused of guilt with an an-
cestry like that!

While I do not accept the teach-
ings of Bishop Spong, he is at least

- consistent. On ABC’s ‘Compass’ he

quoted Darwin that ‘humans beings
are an unfinished creation’, therefore,
to reason that man somehow fell from
a non-existent perfect state and Jesus

. had to come and die for him is ridicu-

lous. Original sin is really only our
God-given ‘survival of the fittest’
urge, and to say that Jesus had to save
us from an urge he created is non-
sensical. Can you see what deep wa-
ters we are in here?

Let’s face it, if we can reinter-
pret Genesis from science, we can
also reinterpret the Gospels. Is it sci-
entifically possible to rise from the
dead? Was a virgin birth possible two
thousand years ago? It is no wonder
that Christianity in the West is strug-
gling and the young discard it in
droves. It is amazing that my daugh-
ter is taught ‘scientific’ evolution at

. a Catholic school and then in religion

that this ‘wafer of bread’ is God,
when every scientific test humanly
possible denies it is anything but a
wafer.

Another problem is the position
taken on the flood. A local event you
say? Why did Noah spend one hun-
dred and twenty years building an ark
capable of carrying over five hundred
standard rail carriages of cargo, when
all he had to do was strap on a back-
pack and walk to higher ground. This
idea tells me that there was more than
one way to be saved from the flood.

As for the promise of the rain-
bow (Gen. 9:15), God has already
broken that, as there have been thou-
sands of local floods with millions of
lives lost since Noah. The rainbow is
meaningless if the flood did not cover
the then earth. Why did Noah have
to take anything on the ark at all, let
alone birds? Also, why is the legend
of a deluge in the history of every
culture on earth, not to mention the



presence of billions of dead things
buried in rock layers laid down by
water all over the earth?

Then we come to the future.
Will the judgement of the earth be a
local event? Perhaps God will only
destroy the West. Will God take an-
other sixteen billion years to create
the new earth? As death and discase
was a part of the original creation,
will it be part of the new? Why is
death called the last enemy? Why are
we all living with the hope of a soon
second coming? God waited billions
of years for his first appearance, per-
haps he will wait a million or so for
his second. Or maybe it is all a meta-
phor for our rising along the evolu-
tionary tree and we will solve our own
problems.

Why did Jesus say, that in the
beginning of creation, God made
them male and female? There were
no sexes in the beginning. It seems
the idea of evolution has caught the
Holy Spirit completely by surprise.
Why do New Testament writers quote
Genesis as though it was literal. Did
God deceive them into believing it to
be literal and was going to wait and
let Twentieth Century science liber-
ate us from superstition?

While on the subject of science,
I believe science to be a system to
prove things by repeatable experi-
ments in the present. This is the sci-
ence that put men on the moon. To
look at rocks or dead things and
project backwards in time where there
are no witness, is not science, but con-
jecture that is always interpreted by
an already-held world view.

The Scripture says I am to love
my God with all my heart, soul,
strength and mind. My mind tells me
if Genesis can be reinterpreted by
pressure from other areas of study, so
too can the rest of Scripture. It is dis-
turbing that I am only meant to start
believing the Bible as fact, from Gen-
esis chapter twelve on.

[ know the position is taken that
the Bible is a book of how to be saved
and not one of science. But it is also
a book of history and gives us a rea-
son why we need a Saviour. Scholars
have admitted that any reading of
Genesis gives the idea of six literal
days and it is only in the light of mod-

ern science that we are to believe it
is some kind of allegory.

[ am working on shift when the
GNU Seminar is in Brisbane this
year, but [ am not sure that I would
go anyway. Perhaps you should read
some of “Answers in Genesis’ litera-
ture, where hundreds of academics
and masters in their field, believe in
a young earth and no death before
Adam.

I recall late last year there was
an uproar in Britain from leading evo-
lutionists, when Ken Ham spoke on
creation, and a local Bishop said on
radio that evolution does not destroy
faith, but rather builds it. Richard
Dawkins commented that it might
have been better if they had shut up
and left it to the Bishops to stop youth
being exposed to young-carth cre-
ation ideas. Have you read John Tem-
pleton’s “Farewell to God? It was this
issue that destroyed his faith.

[ will leave you with a new
poem: ‘What says the scientist, the
blessed scientist, this my only ques-
tion be. The teaching of Scripture so
often misleads me, what says the sci-
entist to me?’

Yours in Christ

T. W. QLD.

Dear T

About the concerns you raised.
Yes, GNU will discuss Genesis at the

Seminar this year. This is not part of

a campaign in which we have decided
to become pseudo-experts in science
rather than witnesses to the Gospel.

Dr Ford has had some discus-
sions on the topic which I think you
alluded to. Those were not organised
by GNU, though we have stocked the
tapes etc. for any who may be inter-
ested in them. I am responsible for
the choice of topic for this years
Seminar and the reason I did so, is
because I am aware of increasing dis-
cussion around the world. I do not
suppose to know everything there is
to know on the subject, but my read-
ing has taught me that there are thou-
sands of men and women with faith
in God, Scripture and Christ, who
have a different view on Genesis to
the one I grew up with. They may be
right or wrong, but they do not so
believe without evidence.

Two streams of investigation
involved are science and theology—
itself involving the scientific disci-
plines of history, languages, archaeo-
logical and cultural studies. Both sci-
ence and theology can be wrong.
Honesty is necessary in both and
where there are mistakes, they should
be acknowledged or there is no way

Sforward.

What I am hoping for, by hav-
ing a meeting on this topic, is to en-
courage those who love the Gospel,
to respect and accept many who love
it just as they do, but cannot honestly
accept rigid literalism applied to
Genesis. 1 believe the Gospel itself
calls for us to do this. Many fine men
and women are attracted to Christ,
but they are kept from church mem-
bership because of these issues. I do
not think they should be.

My own views on Genesis are
slightly different to what they were ten
vears ago, but I do not think I am less
a Christian because of it. I under-
stand and respect varying views. No
matter what side of the debate about
Genesis one is on, there are puzzles
and intellectual difficulties.

[ think there is much that we
don’t know and a great deal that we
will never know while here on earth.
In the interim, there is need for hu-
mility. We shall often have to repent
of our opinions.

God bless you.

Yours in Christ

RON.

Welcome Strangers

‘Remember to welcome strangers,
because some who have done this
have welcomed angels, without
knowing it.” (Hebrews 13:2)

Love, compassion, caring
and time;
Share with a stranger and
be in line
For abounding joy which
comes from giving,
Mirror the gospel style of living.

—Jennifer Saunders
(The Next Step magazine).
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Body, Soul And Spirit

A BRIEF HISTORY

OF CHRISTIAN BELIEF IN THE AFTERLIFE

Ritchie Way

The Gospel and the
State of the Dead

he Gospel of the King-

dom is about God’s an-

tidote for sin. The very
basis of this gospel, proclaimed
by the early Church, was that
man’s greatest enemy—death,
the end result of sin—has been
conquered by Christ (1 Cor.
15:20-26; 2 Tim. 2:8).

Jesus wasn’t just victorious
over the beginning of sin—its power
to tempt—but also over the end of
sin—its ultimate power to destroy.
‘Our Saviour, Christ Jesus ... has de-
stroyed death and has brought life
and immortality to light, through the
gospel’ (2 Tim. 1:10).

The essence of this gospel is
that ‘Christ died for our sins ac-
cording to the Scriptures; that he
was buried, [and] that he was raised
on the third day according to the
Scriptures’ (1 Cor. 15:1-4). By his
death, Jesus atoned for sin and by
his resurrection from the dead,
Jesus revealed that he has con-
quered sin’s result—the second
death—which is final and total
separation from God.43 Because of
Jesus’ death and resurrection, the
gates of hades# no longer prevail
over the faithful dead (Matt.
16:18). That is the Good News or
Gospel.

Paul writes in 1 Corinthians
15:16-19, that without Christ’s res-
urrection, our ‘faith is futile’ and “all
who have fallen asleep in Christ are
lost.” For the New Testament be-
liever, it was the resurrection alone
that would free them from hades.

The Corinthians may have
believed that all was well with their
dead: They had simply shed their

bodies and entered into some kind
of final ‘spiritual’ existence. No,

says Paul, they are lost; they are -

perished forever!45

In Paul’s understanding, there
is no life apart from the body, he
tells us plainly here in 1 Corin-

thians 15:16-19, that if there is no

resurrection from the dead, then
those who have died in Christ are
eternally lost.

What Paul says here, leaves
no room for belief in the existence
of a spirit that goes to heaven after
death, for he reveals that the
Christian’s only access to life after
death is through the resurrection.
He is quite unequivocal in this mat-
ter—apart from the resurrection of
the dead, there is no hope of future
life for any Christian.

The gospel is about the vic-

tory of life over death. The New .

Testament reveals that the resurrec-
tion of Jesus from the dead—not
the departure of the spirit at death—
constituted that victory.

If it is true that people have
immortal spirits or souls that go to
heaven when they die, then what
victory over the grave does Jesus’
empty tomb offer them? If the full-
ness of life continues in the spirit
after death, would it have been any
great loss for Christians if Jesus
had not risen from the dead?

If Jesus’ resurrection from the
dead did not demonstrate God’s
unique victory over death, then it
wasn’t essential for our salvation.
Either Jesus’ resurrection from the
dead demonstrated the real and only
victory over spiritual death, or it
didn’t. Eternal life is either consum-
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mated in the resurrection of the
dead, or it isn’t. If Jesus’ resurrec-
tion from the dead was not God’s
declaration that, through the cross,
eternal life is consummated in a
resurrected body, what was its sig-
nificance? This is a question that
demands an answer from all who
believe that death, not the resurrec-
tion, is the gateway to eternity.

The powerful message of
Jesus’ empty tomb—the triumph of
the Christian gospel4#6—has been
fudged by the counterfeit gospel of
Greek dualism, which teaches that
everyone has an immortal spirit,
regardless of whether Christ died
for them or not. The time has come
to move out of the ranks behind
Plato and line up behind Jesus of
Nazareth. Through his resurrection
from the dead, Jesus conquered
death and disclosed how eternal life
would be consummated in all who
have been saved by his death (1
Peter 1:3-4; 3:21).

By his death and resurrection,
Jesus potentially robbed Satan of
his power and his followers (John
12:31-33). The most important
thing Satan could do to regain a
measure of his lost power and fol-
lowing, would be for him to dimin-
ish the benefits of Jesus’ death and
resurrection. He has been able to
do this by fudging the benefits of
the gospel, through the Church’s ac-
ceptance of Greek dualism as a fun-
damental Christian belief.

Because Greek dualism
teaches that we don’t die at death,
but continue life in the realm of the

_ spirit, multitudes no longer see

Jesus’ death as a necessary price for



life after death.47 Because Greek
dualism teaches that we already
have immortal spirits, the resurrec-
tion to eternal life is no longer seen
as the real victory over death. If
there was any truth in Greek dual-
ism, Paul might have written,
“Where, Oh death is your victory?
Where, Oh death is your sting?
Thanks be to God! He has revealed
this victory to us through Zoroaster
and Plato.’

The empty tomb points to the
resurrection of the body as consti-
tuting God’s victory over sin and
death, not to the flight of the spirit
to heaven above. Jesus went to
heaven, not as a soul or a spirit, but
in his resurrected body. If postmor-
tem existance in the spirit is a real-
ity, then it is strange that Paul’s
message to the Greek Corinthians
on life after death contains not a
word about it.

In his own death and resurrec-
tion Jesus—the ideal man— has
revealed to us the truth of the mat-
ter concerning life after death. Paul
declared that Adam gave us death
when he robbed us of eternal life,
but Jesus, at his coming, will give
us immortality through the resur-
rection from the dead (1 Cor. 15:20-
23; 53). The fact that the gospel
encourages us to seek immortality
(Romans 2:7) through union with
the Immortal One (1 John 5:11-12),
reveals that we are mortal apart
from Christ. People don’t spend
time seeking for something that is
already in their possession.

Did Jesus go to
Hell when he Died?

There 1s one other factor
which is absolutely crucial to a
correct understanding of the nature
of Jesus’ death. The Bible says,
‘Christ died for the ungodly’ (Rom.
5:6) and ‘Christ died for us’ (Rom.
5:8), also, in 2 Corinthians 5:21 we
are told, ‘God made Him who had
no sin, to be sin for us.’48 Now if
Jesus took our sin and died in our

place, then the death that he died
would have to be equal to the death
that sinners will die. Either Jesus
‘bore our sins’ in their totality (1
Peter 2:24) or he didn’t. As the
Bible is clear that Jesus paid the full
price of my sin on the cross, this
must be the basis for evaluating the
nature of the death that he died.

Now if unrepentant sinners
have immortal spirits that continue
their existence after death in hell,
then the only way that Jesus could
fully pay for the sins of his people,
would be for him to endure the tor-
ments of hell for all eternity, in their
place. If, upon the cross, Jesus took
upon himself all the sins of those
he redeemed and accepted the full-
ness of their punishment, then, ac-
cording to those who believe that
humans have immortal spirits, he
should even now be enduring the
agonies of hellfire along with those
who refused to accept his sacrifice
on their behalf.

The gospel proclaims that on
the cross, Jesus was judged and
condemned, not for his own sins,
but for ours, and not just for a por-
tion of our sins, but for the total
amount. There are two options here,
1. The wages of sin is the second
death and on the cross Jesus died
that death, fully believing he was
about to be annihilated for our
sins# or 2. The wages of sin is eter-
nal torment and when Jesus died,
he went straight to hell to remain
there forever and ever, enduring
unending agony and suffering on
our behalf.

This second option is, of
course, quite contrary to the testi-
mony of Scripture, which tells us
that Jesus is not in hell, but in
heaven above at the right hand of
the Father (Col. 3:1; Heb. 1:3). A
correct understanding of the gos-
pel therefore, leaves us with no al-
ternative but to accept the fact that
people do not have immortal spir-
its that continue their existence in
another realm after death.

The challenge remains for
those who continue to insist that
spirits go either to heaven or hell
after death, to explain how Jesus
paid the price for the sins of his
people. If the wages of sin is not
death, but unending torment in
hellfire, when, where and how did
Jesus fully pay this price on be-
half of those he redeemed from
this penalty? o

End Notes:

43. The death that Jesus died on the
cross was both the first and the sec-
ond death.

44, In the Greek thought-world, the
gates of hades were guarded by the
fearsome Cerberus. Jesus declares
that, no matter how well guarded the
gates of hades might be, and no mat-
ter how strong they might be, they
will not prevail against anyone who,
like Peter, confesses his faith in Jesus.
All who believe in Jesus will be raised
up again from the dead.

45. Paul Beasley-Murray, The Mes-
sage of the Resurrection (Inter-var-
sity Press, 2000) p129.

46. 1 Corinthians 15:1-4; 2 Timothy
218

47. Some make a distinction between
natural immortality, which they claim
everyone has but which results only
in an eternity in hell, and spiritual im-
mortality, which is received by faith
in Jesus and which results in an eter-
nity in heaven. Such a belief stumbles
over two blocks: firstly, nowhere in
the Bible is there a single reference
to an immortal soul or spirit, and sec-
ondly, the distinction between natu-
ral and spiritual immortality is a dis-
tinction that is foreign to Scripture.

48. See also Rom. 4:25; 2 Cor.
5:14-15; Eph. 5:2; Heb. 2:9; 9:15;
10: 10-12.

49. Jesus was raised from the dead
because our sin was on him, but not
in him. In other words, because he
hadn’t been stained by our sin, the
Father was able to raise him up to life

again. &
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In
Memoriam

D r Raymond F. Cottrell, long-
time member of AAF (As-

sociation of Adventist Forums),
being a seventeen-time speaker
of the San Diego Chapter, passed
to his rest at his home in Cal-
imesa, California, on Sunday
January 11, age ninety-one, after
an extended bout with pneumo-
nia and its complications.

He participated in his final

AAFSD presentation last Feb-
ruary, by fielding questions after
his paper, The Investigative Judge-
ment: Asset or Liability, was pre-
sented by Larry Christoffel.
Without any doubt, from
1980-2002 Dr Cottrell did more to

shape the focus and format of the -

San Diego Chapter than any other
individual.

Bonnie Dwyer has posted a

most appropriate tribute to this
gentleman scholar on the Spectrum
website:(www.spectrummagazine.org)
The memorial service was
held on February 1 at 3:30 pm
at the Yucaipa SDA Church
California, USA.
—Associations of Adventist forurns
(San Diego. California.)

Chairman: spider35(@optusnet.com.au

Pastoral Director: ron@goodnewsunlimited.org.au
Magazine/Newsletter: patriciagoodnewsunlimited.org.au
The Good Newsletter:patandrogerinetspeed.com.au
Accounts/orders:carolyn@goodnewsunlimited.org.au
Secretary/Treasurer: dennisiwgoodnewsunlimited.org.au

FreEzine: lionclhartleybigpond.com.au
GNU Website design: rayyabbagold.com
GNU USA: gnu@gocdnewsunlimited.org

Des Ford: www.desford.org.au
Gillian Ford: www.gillianford.com

GNU USA: www.goodnewsunlimited.org
GNU Aust: www.goodnewsunlimited.org.au

We invite your comments on our pages.

WERH

Ugly Is Beautiful

inherited a Dendrobium or-

chid and didn’t know a thing

about them, so I was worried

when a ‘lump’ formed on one of
the thick, ugly stems.

I thought it must have a dis-

ease and ignored it, thinking that

if it died I would throw it away.

Orchid lovers reading this
would be horrified, but that is me,
if something fails or needs a lot of
attention, then I am too busy to
fuss with it.

Soimagine my utter surprise
as the ‘lump’ on my orchid got big-
ger until one morning I found it
had turned into what looked some-

thing like a bunch of grapes and -

in no time at all the whole ‘disfig-
uration’ became a gorgeous, cas-
cading show of yellow mini-or-

chids. It looked breathtaking and

quite a lesson to me.
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Gillian Ford’s
Website.

Gillian Ford is a
physician-trained
hormonal consult-
ant with over 20
years experience. She is the au-
thor of the book, Listening To
Your Hormones. For many
years Gillian has worked in the
USA advising women on hor-
monal problems. Gillian is now
online in Australia. If you have
a question about hormones, she
is counseling over the net.
Gillian’s website:
www.gillianford.com

We sometimes view people
who are ‘different’, in the same
way as I viewed the orchid. We
don’t understand why they are the
way they are, and so we are ready
to quickly dismiss them from our

" thoughts and lives. I teach Scrip-

ture in government schools and
often come across children who

~ behave strangely. As I get to know

them and bond with them, I often
learn why they do what they do.
Itis a good thing that the God
who made us, is not impatient with
people like me—ready to cast me
aside if I don’t perform as ex-
pected—as I was with my orchid.
He lovingly thinks all the
time about us, even to the extent,
that over two thousand years ago,
he temporarily gave up his deity
to die for the sins of the world.
His death back then covered
the sins of every person who will
ever live. He rose to life after three
days and ever since has wanted us
to accept his gracious act—by lov-
ing him and those around us. When
we do this, we will see people in a
totally different light—just like I
now see my orchid.
—DPat Jones, Bega Presbyterian Church.



Old Rags For New

arly one morning I heard a strange sound. I
Elooked out my window and saw a man, young

and strong, pushing an old cart full of rags and
clothes. As he passed, he called out ‘Rags, rags, new
rags for old.’

I watched as he stopped in front of a woman huddled
in a doorway, trying to escape the cold morning air. Her
eyes were puffed and wet with tears as she remembered
the violence of the night before. In her hand was a dirty
old handkerchief, stained with tears and dirt.

I looked with interest as the Ragman took some-
thing from the cart and gently knelt beside her. ‘Rags’he
said, ‘new rags for old.” With that, he gently took the hand-
kerchief out of her hand and wiped the tears from her
cheeks and placed a beautiful silk scarf around her neck.

Her eyes widened in awe as the Ragman stood up
and continued pushing his cart. She had stopped crying
and on her face was a smile as she gazed at the scarf.

Then, as the Ragman pushed his cart, he did a strange
thing, he put the stained handkerchief to his face and be-
gan to weep; to sob as grievously as the woman had done,
his shoulders shaking.

‘This is a wonder;’ 1 breathed to myself as I went out
to follow the sobbing man.

‘Rags! Rags! New for old!”

In a little while, when the sky showed grey behind
the rooftops, the Ragman came upon a girl whose head
was wrapped in a bandage, her eyes looked lost and empty.
Blood soaked her bandage, a single line of blood ran down
her cheek. The tall Ragman looked at the girl with pity
and took a lovely yellow bonnet from his cart.

‘Give me your rag’ he said, ‘and I will give you this
bonnet.” The girl could only gaze at him while he loosened
the bandage, removed it and tied it on his own head. He
then took the beautiful bonnet and tied it on her head.

I was amazed at what I saw, for with the bandage
went the wound! Against his brow ran a darker, more sub-
stantial blood—his own.

‘Rags, rags, new rags for old’ cried the sobbing,
bleeding Ragman.

The sun high in the sky hurt my eyes, the Ragman
seemed in a hurry now as I followed him.

‘Are you going to work?” he asked a man who leaned
against a telephone-pole. The man shook his head.

The Ragman pressed him, ‘Do you have a job?’

‘Are you crazy? sneered the man. He pulled away
from the pole, revealing the flat right sleeve of his jacket,
the cuff stuffed loosely in the pocket. He had no arm on
his right side.

‘So’ said the Ragman, ‘give me your jacket and I'll
give you mine.’

Such quiet authority in his voice!

The one-armed man took off his jacket, so did the
Ragman, and I trembled at what I saw, for as the Ragman

put on the man’s jacket, the
right sleeve was flat against
the Ragman’s side, and
when the other man put on
the Ragman’s coat he had

two good arms.!

‘Go to work’ the
Ragman said.

Sometime later, the
Ragman found a man,
drunk, lying unconscious beneath an old army blanket.
He took the blanket, wrapped it around himself and left
some new clothes for the drunk.

Now I had to run to keep up with the Ragman.
Though he was weeping and bleeding freely from his fore-
head, he pushed the cart with one arm, stumbling and stag-
gering, he fell again and again, but he managed to con-
tinue until he came to the city limits and beyond.

The Ragman eventually came to aland fill—a garbage
dump outside the town. I wanted to help him, but I hung
back, hiding. He climbed a hill and with tormented labour
and cleared a small space. Sighing, he sat down. Then
pillowing his head on the handkerchief and jacket, he cov-
ered his bones with the old army blanket . . . and he died.

How I cried to witness that death! I slumped in an
abandoned car wreck and wailed, mourning as one who
had no hope—because by following him throughout the
day, I'had come to love the Ragman. Every other face faded
in the wonder of this man. I had begun to cherish him, but
he had died!

I sobbed myself to sleep. I slept through Friday night
and Saturday, then on Sunday morning I was wakened by
a violence.

Light, pure light, demanding, pure light slammed
against my sour face. I blinked and saw the greatest won-
der of all, there was the Ragman folding the blanket care-
fully. He was alive! The scar showed on his forehead; there
was no sign of sorrow and all the rags he had gathered
were shiny clean.

I lowered my head and trembling, walked up to the
Ragman telling him my name with shame—for I was a
sorry figure next to him. Then I felt compelled to take off
my clothes and say to him with yearning, ‘Dress me too,
please.’

He dressed me. My Lord, he put new rags on me,
the Ragman, the Ragman, the Christ!

In a world of unfairness and injustice, our Christ
became a mere Ragman—a nobody—who lost his life in
order to save our souls. He took our injustices, our hurts,
our pains and he gave us hope! He Gave us salvation!

With God, Jesus met the meaningless of life and
turned it into a glorious hope-filled destiny, life forever
with our Creator.

—Author unknown.
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April 12, 2003 Dr Ford will be commencing a
six part series on the book of Romans.

All welcome

The series will be hosted by the Christian Lawyers Society at
St Francis Theological College, 233 Milton Road, Brisbane.

12 April 2003
2:30pm - 4:00pm - Part |
26 April 2003
2:30pm - 4:00pm - Part 2
10 May 2003
2:30pm - 4:00pm - Part 3

24 May 2003
2:30pm- 4:00pm - Part 4
14 June 2003
2:30pm - 4:00pm - Part 5
28 June 2003

2:30pm - 4:00pm - Part 6

Faith Tested and Tried

‘The Inside Story’ December 2002.

y Name is Darren, I am currently in the
MSir David Longland Correctional Centre
west of Brisbane, in sunny Queensland.

I have been a Christian since 1987 when I was
born again. Despite many ups and downs in my life,
my belief in God has continued, even though it wa-
vered on occasions.

I was arrested in the year 2000 for a most hid-
eous crime and my pleas of innocence have been dis-
regarded with utter contempt and disbelief from ‘the
powers that be’. But despite all the evidence to the
contrary, I was found guilty, after a couple of attempts
and two trials.

My faith over the last couple of years has been
tested on many occasions and has actually grown stron-
ger with every setback. The lowest point I got with the
feeling of my faith leaving me, was after witnessing
all the evil and the lies in the court that convicted me.

Seeing all the untruths told on the witness stand
after those people took an oath on the Bible, showed
me that the presence of God-fearing people is few and
far between.

Not only were lies and untruths claimed as fact
by witnesses, but also from the prosecution. I felt that

OPAL FM 89.7
LIGHTNING RIDGE NSW
Phn. 02687292976 (Tony Fitzgerald).

RADIO

=5

— RADIO RHEMA
<=~ TAMWORTH NSW
Phn. 02 67612360
(Karen Barter).
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the lies would be uncovered and God would not let them
pass, but the jury came back with a guilty verdict.

At that point my heart sank and I felt as if God
and Jesus had left me and let evil overtake me. I have
never felt so alone in all my life. My life seemed to be
over and there appeared to be no hope. I was taken
from the court and returned to the watch-house and to
the police.

After that I was returned to SDL and back to my
cell, where I had an overpowering urge to read my
Bible—not just anywhere in the Bible either! I was
directed to read Revelation 2:10 ‘Do not fear any of
these things which you are about to suffer. Indeed the
devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that
you may be tested, and you will have tribulation for
ten days. Be faithful until death and I will give you the
crown of life.

After reading that part of the Lord’s Word I felt
overjoyed and my faith grew stronger. God knew the
devil was working in the court with his lies, but God
will overcome and I will triumph!

When I returned to the prison a lot of people
commented to me, questioning my faith in God, say-
ing things like ‘See where believing in God got you—
nowhere’ and ‘Come over to the dark side, it’s fun!’

No thanks! God loves me and my faith and trust
are forever present within me.

So while I await my appeal, I pray for the lost
souls in my unit and ask the Father to fill their hearts
with his Holy Spirit. My faith is tested still, but my
strength is from my love for Jesus, my Almighty God,
and it will never be defeated!

—Printed with permission.



28pp Booklet
Raymond Broad, a New
Zealander, was a school
teacher for many years
teaching Bible
and Manual Arts.

The Gospel in the Garden

Raymond C Broad

Traditional attemps to find the Gospel promise at the time of “the fall’ centre
around God’s announcement to the serpent about some bruising between him-
self and Jesus. Although these promises open up the possibility of hope some-
time in the future, they do little to explain to me how I can benefit from them.
I would like to suggest that the system of taking a soul from despair to assur-
ance, is more clearly explained by the events at the fall— by what happened.
rather than by what was said. This can be done by taking the simple principle
that “the way out of a mess is to follow back through the way into it.” So let’s
pull to pieces the process that damned us.’

Included with The Gospel in the
Garden is a set of 4 Audio tapes

1: How were we Lost and Found?  3: The Law of the Gospel.
The Universality of the Gospel Believe - Plus Nothing.
is Everything

4: Old Covenant, New Covenant
2: When God’s Heart Broke. The Message is the Medium.
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lionelhartley @bigpond.com with subscribe in I rax
the subject line and tell us where you heard
about FreEzine. You can unsubscribe anytime. I eMail
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A convenient way to support i Bankcard/Mastercard/Visa no.
this Gospel outreach on a
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Good News For Kids

A Set of twenty magazines for children
from seven to twelve years.
Puzzles, pictures to colour and stories.
A Christian teaching aid for parents.

Just $20.00

the set of twenty
( plus PP&H)
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